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PREFACE, 



To bring forward any thing new as a doe- 
trine in Masonry, to lead youths to embrace 
contradictory systems, who are desirous of 
being initiated into our mysteries, or to cause 
any brother to err, is strictly forbidden. Yet 
every one has a right, to examine our sen- 
timents, to search the records of ancient 
times, and to assemble a cloud of witnesses 
to confirm the wavering, and open fountains 
of knowledge to the uninformed. This, the 
author of the following work, believed to 
be his duty. In attending to which, he has 
endeavoured to obtain as much Correct in- 
formation as possible from all who have gone 
this way before him, and to extract from 
.their valuable works, such excellent pre- 
- cepts and observations, and to arrange them 
. in such order,. as may exhibit the genuine 
-principles of our institution, and lead our 
' brethren to view, in a concise manner, with- 
out much expense, the foundation, materials, 
~ cement, ceremonies, and beneficial effects of 
the fraternity. 
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To prevent frequent quotations and a re* 
petition of names, the reader is informed, 
that this volume is compiled from the high- 
ly esteemed and very useful works of Messrs. 
S. Town, Rollin, Preston, T. S. Webb, 
Dr. Dalcho, Rev. J. Saurin, and T. M. 
Harris, and the Book op Constitu- 
tions. Should this performance afford j 
useful instruction to any ; refreshment to 
the experienced in the craft ; obliterate the 
prejudices of those who have not known our 
sentiments ; render luminous the paths of 
thousands, who %re coming to our temple ; 
and finally, should the Father of lights, who 
has . condescended to crown with his smiles 
the virtuous transactions of Masons, in every 
age, nation, and clime,' grant his benign in- 
fluences to those who may read this book, 
that they may receive the truth and be 8a « . 
ved through the merits of Jesus, the author 
will have an ample reward and the unspeak- 
able satisfaction of believing that his under* 
taking this work has originated in righteous^ 
ness. 

If I am right, thy grace impart. 
Me in the right to stay ; 
If I am wrong, O teach my heart, 
To find that better way." 
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INTRODUCTION. 



As many individuals in every part 
of community entertain different opin- 
ions of Masonry, and some christians 
feel injured when any of their relations, 
friends, and brethren join the lodges ; 
the writer wishes, if possible, to remove 
the objections which they bring against 
the order, that they may no longer dis- 
respect a system that is founded in 
truth, and cannot be destroyed. To 
make the attempt he has discussed 
those objections in the following brief, 
patechetical manner. 

1st*. " How is the secrecy of Mason- 
ry consistently kept when the principles 
of the institution are professedly drawn 
from divine revelation ?" 

" The principles and privileges of 
the institution are open to all such as 
are qualified to receive them ; but of 



these qualifications we must reserve 
the power of judging for ourselves. 
Every trade of importance, every art 
and occupation, lias its secrets, not to 
be communicated but to such as have 
become proficients in the science con- 
nected with them, nor then but with 
proper caution and restriction; and 
often times under the guard of heavy 
penalties. Charters of incorporation 
are granted by civil governments for 
their greater security, and patents for 
their encouragement. Nay, every gov- 
ernment, every statesman, and every 
individual, has secrets which are con* 
cealed with prudent care, and confided 
m only in the true and trusty." 

" We only claim a like indulgence ; 
that of conducting ourselves by our 
own rules, and of admitting to a par- 
ticipation of our secrets and privileges 
such as choose to apply for them up. 
on our own terms. So far from wish-, 
ing to deprive any one of the light we 
enjoy, we sincerely wish all the race 
of men were suitably qualified to re- 
ceive it ; and if so, our doors shall 
never be shut against them, but our 
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lodge, our hearts, our souls shall be 
open to their reception." 

u As the great family of the mystick- 
compact is spve-id over the surface of 
the two hemispheres, it would be im- 
possible to distinguish its members, 
without some peculiar mark, by which 
they become known. The signs, words, 
and tokens^ form the medium of com- 
munication between brethren of all na* 
tions and tongues, by which they be- 
come intelligible to each other and 
make known their necessities* 

"The importance of secrecy with 
us, is such, that we may not be de- 
ceived in the dispensing of our chari- 
ties ; that we may not be betrayed in 
the tenderness of our benevolence, or 
that others usurp the portion which is 
prepared for those of our family. Who 
can wish any man to be so iniquitous 
among Masons,, as to guide the thief 
to steal from a sick brother the medi- 
cine which should restore his health ? 
The balsam which should close his 
wounds ? The clothing which should 
shield his trembling limbs from the 
severity of winter? The drink which 
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should moisten his parching lips ? The 
bread which should save his soul 
alive?" 

v Such is the importance of our se- 
crecy : — Were no other ties upon our 
affections or consciences than merely 
the sense of the injury we should do 
to the poor and the wretched, by a 
transgression of this rule, we are pur- 
suaded it would be sufficient to lock 
up the tongue of every man who pro- 
fesses himself to be a Mason," and 
lead him solemnly to look into the 
heavens and say, "Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth ; keep thou 
the door of my lips." . 

Our principles being drawn from 
revelation, do not require us to make 
the secrets of Masonry known ; but 
give us many encouragements to 
persevere in their concealjnent. The 
glorious Author of our being has in- 
formed us, "That he worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will yet he has never made his un* 
changeable purpose known in all its 
extensive amiableness, glory, and per- 
fection to any of his friends. He dis» 



V 



closes to the universe of intelligence^ 
at different times and in diverse man-' 
ners, all that is absolutely necessary 
for their happiness and the dignity of 
his character. Jesus, who treated his 
disciples with the greatest tenderness 
and respect, thought it consistent and 
infinitely for the best, to keep some 
things concealed from them, and con- 
sequently said : " I have many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now.' 9. Masons may safely fol- 
low Immanuel in rendering to all a 
suitable tribute of respect, and keep in 
their hearts those peculiarities which 
cannot m the present state of things be 
consistently revealed* 

2d. " How is it consistent to require 
candidates to promise to conceal certain 
secrets, before they are communicated 
to them for their examination ?" 

This requisition may appear terrify- 
ing to many, and undoubtedly hinders 
some from making application for ini- 
tiaiion ; yet when the course that we 
pursue with those who are desirous of 
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becoming members, is examined, and 
*the plan which our opponents have 
Adopted to keep their systems of secrecy 
from publick scrutiny is candidly in- 
vestigated, every unprejudiced person 
will quit this seemingly strong hold 
against Masonry and think more ho- 
nourably of the institution. 

Every candidate before his admis- 
sion has a right to peruse the warrant 
or dispensation by which the lodge is 
held, also, the by-laws, and see a cata- 
logue of the members. He may be 
informed by those whom he can be- 
lieve that the obligation which he is 
to take, is perfectly moral and com- 
patible with the principles of Christian- 
ity, civil society, and good govern- 
ment. 

It cannot be criminal that we should 
make every candidate promise to keep 
the secrets of Masonry, previously to 
our communicating to him the distin- 
guishing characteristicks of our order, 
ajid our manner of knowing those who 
have been initiated. In every plan 
wisely formed for refinement, enjoy- 
ment> and happiness, a reciprocity of 
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promises are made among individuals. 
Who shall commence promising ?• 
Shall those „\vho have been made Ma-, 
sons ? Or shall those who wish to en- 
ter the fraternity ? Let every reader 
judge righteously, and we shall be ac- 
quitted. Did none of our opponents 
never have any thing of a private na- 
ture, which they were willing to confide 
in a particular friend, but previously to 
communicating it, they demanded a so- 
lemn promise of secrecy? And were they 
not determined to know whether their 
friend would conceal their secret, be- 
fore they would presume to communi- 
cate it ? If there is a propriety in their 
procedure, why not in ours ? If we 
are wrong in this part of our trans- 
action, "He that is without sin among 
you, let him cast the first stone at'* us. 

3d. " Horvo can men, professing dif- 
ferent political and religious sentiments 
be received into lodges ?" 

The requisite qualifications of a can- 
didate, being described in Chap. XI, 
the reader may there see our senti- 
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ments upon this subject briefly stated* 
it is therefore only necessary here to 
observe, that, as all nations are involv- 
ed in difficulties, and men adhering; 
to their political creeds and religious 
opinions are frequendy overwhelmed 
with sorrows and plunged deeply into 
all the scenes of poverty, and the» 
families reduced to all the perplexities 
connected with misfortunes ; Masonry 
opens an asylum to all those who are 
worthy and well qualified to receive 
its honours and extend its benefac* 
tions. Every religious sect who ac* 
knowledges the Supreme Being is 
equally respected by our order. u Re- 
ligious and political disputes are ban* 
ished from our societies, as tending to 
sap the foundations of friendship, and 
to undermine the basis of the best in- 
stitutions," We leave every member 
free to choose and to support those 
principles of religion, and those forms 
of government which appear consist* 
ent to his views and worthy of his at- 
tention ; and never censure nor disre- 
spect him for being zealously engaged 
in what he deems important to Zion, 
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&t to the world, while he keeps him- 
self within the square wkh all menf 
and receives the Sacred Writings as 
his only sure guide to eternal blessed- 
ness. 

To debar the faithful from our tem- 
ple, our instructions, and our privile- 
ges, merely because their minds have 
been more or less expanded by heaven- 
ly influences, or more or less interest- 
edly influential in the affairs of their 
nation, would at once demolish our 
fabrick to the ground, and not " leave 
one stone upon another." 

It seems necessary in the nature of 
things that this society should be thus 
extensive in its plan of receiving mem- 
bers, that there might be one system 
formed by man in which the confu- 
sion of tongues, the rage of party, the 
fame of heroes, the distinctions of 
birth, nations, statesmen, kings, and 
ecclesiasticks should cease, and all 
meet on a level and greet each other 
as brethren. " God has made of one 
blood all nations." Here without mo- 
lesting the peaceful abodes of any, we 
CprdiaJly unite our talents, raise a fund 



for the indigent, worthy brother, the 
widow andtorphan, and bow our knees 
before the Father of lights, humbly be- 
seeching him to make us his sons, to 
keep us from the contaminating prin- 
ciples of selfishness, and to enable us 
to spread our arms as extensively as 
possible to deliver our brethren from f 
calamity, their connections from pen- t 
ury, apd the whole world from the 
powers of darkness and condemna- 
tion. 

If any wish for a more limited sys- ^ 
tern, they can find many in every na* i 
tion, and warm associates with whom ' 
they can enjoy all the benefits and ad- 
vancemehts which their principles canr 
produce. If their, sentiments inflame 
them against Masonry, because it is 
not confined to one nation, country, or 
denomination of pious professors, let 
them be entreated to e;:a;:iine them- • 
selves and know what -manner of spirit 
influences them to condemn us. 

Jesus said, " Judge righteous judg- 
ment." Paul said, " What have I to 
do to judge them that are without?'* 
And again; "Who art thou thatjudg- 
*st another man's servant ?" 



4>th> " Why are not females admitted 
to become members?" v • 

The debarring the fair sex from the 
intrinsick excellence of Masonry, and 
the valuable secrets contained in every 
degree of advancement in our society, 
has occasioned much unprofitable con* 
versation, animosity, surmisings, and 
indefatigable enquiry among all classes 
and denominations of mankind. To 
trace their various opinions, and record 
their unhallowed denunciations against 
iis, would require the wisdom of Sol- 
. traion, the strength of Hercules, the 
age of Methuselah, the patience of 
Jcfb, and " the pen of a ready writer," 

Our institution being founded in the 
fitness of things relative to men, can^ 
not admit the delicacy of female r% 
ture to suffer the preparatory and sefcoi 
tinizing eye of examination necessary 
for initiation into any one important de- 
gree in Masonry. Lady Masham, on 
reading the notes which the learned Mr. 
Locke had made on Masonry from an 
old manuscript found in the BoiUem 
Library, declared to that great phpos- 
opher, "That she then more than 
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# ever wished herself a man, that she 
might be Capable of admission into 
the fraternity." This implied that 
she had such clear views of our prig, 
ciples and labours, that she would not 
allow herself even to wish for initia- 
tion, unless the mode of her existence 
were changed.. It is hoped that no • 
lady will be so presumptuous as to 
trample upon her own dignity, and se- 
riously wish the plan ot Deity marred 
that she might fill some different sphere 
in the universal range of intelligent ex- 
istence. None should propagate the 
preposterous idea that we deem the 
fair and most amiable part of creation 
unworthy of the secrets of our mys- 
tick profession, from any mental defi- 
ciency in them ; for history, scripture, 
and daily experience, proclaim their 
abilities, their virtues, and their perse- 
vering attachment to religion, in peals 
powerful enough to shake to atoms and 
doom to remediless destruction the 
strongest systems of infidelity that were 
cva- erected by man. Let none sup- 
po^ on account of theirnon admission 
into our association as Masons, that t 
we are at liberty to treat them disre- 
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sped fully, or have any particle hid in 
our pavement of rites on which we 
can fix our eyes or place our feet to 
lessen our sacred obligations to protect, 
defend, and render them happy. No 
one. can find the least atom on which 
he can stand with any propriety, and 
charge Masonry as being unfriendly 
to female felicity. We can never ad- 
mit a man to receive the honours and 
enjoyments of our institution, whom 
we know is an unkind husband, a re- 
fractory son, a. contemner of his sis- 
ters, or one who fosters a malevolent 
disposition towards any individual of 
the human family • The ladies in ev- 
ery enlightened part of the world, and 
in every free government, are admitted 
with the utmost pleasure and satisfac- 
tion to assemble with gentlemen and 
enjoy uninterruptedly all that is con- 
sistent* all that is virtuous, all that is 
charming, all that is dignifying to their 
existence, all that renders life impor* 
tant, all that fills the mind with un* 
quenchable desires to be fitted to ap- 
pear in the presence of Immanuelaand 
dwell in the undiminished splendf urs 
of his kingdom. To them the sancti- 
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fying word of life is proclaimed, and 
they are invited to receive cordially < 
without delay, all spiritual and eternal 
blessings. There is an entertainment | 
unspeakably well prepared for them in 
the stupendous plan of redemption. 

The volume of inspiration is replete 
with language which describes the im- 
portant excellency of women and the 
reciprocal obligations existing among 
the sexes. " The woman is the glo- 
ry of the man. God sent forth his % 
son made of a woman. Her price is 
far above rubies. The heart of her 
husband doth safely trust in her. She 
will do him goqd and not evil, all the | 
days of her life. Let the husband ren- ! 
der unto the wife due benevolence ; 
and likewise also the wife unto the 
husband." When this endearing con- 
nection is revered and cherished agreea- 
bly to the plan of Deity, which has 
been briefly exhibited, then ask, where 
can a righteous man, or upright Ma- 
r son be found, who could endure the 
sight of beholding his amiable wife., 
sistf, or any female, clad in all the in- j 
sigma of our order, and working with 
all the implements of the Craft ? 
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What pious, what refined lady, array* 
^d in such attire, could look upon her- 
self with approbation ? Masonry can- 
not be accessary to the violation of na- 
ture's law, and therefore, closes the 
door that the fair sex may not enter 
and be subjected to all the manual la- 
bours designated by heaven for the 
stronger and hardier sex. In fine, let 
this subject be fully considered in all 
its bearings, and the objections brought 
1 against us for not admitting females into 
our lodges as members, though ever 
so amiable, virtuous, and respected, 
must sink into the regions of noneni- 
ty, no more to arise to interrupt the 
peace of families and the harmony of 
societies. 

5th. " How can Masonry be a good 
institution, when a number who have 
been initiated do not maintain a charac- 
ter compatible with the principles of mo- 
rality?" 

It is acknowledged that some who 
have been members of our institution, 
have since their initiation become in- 
temperate, profligate, and vicious ; but 
will this departure from , the principle 
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. -of our institution,; destroy the nature 
and perfection of those principles f Is 
it fair, just, and honourable to Con* 
dcmn and go about to defame any so- 
ciety or government merely on account 
of the hypocrisy and disorderly conduct 
of some of its members ? Shall an ami* 
able family be set at naught and Wot- 
ted out from under heaven, because 
one or two have left the purity of vir- 
tue, trampled oft natural affection and 
wandered into a far country ? If sys- 
tems, principles and governments, may 
be calumniated with impunity, on 
account of the miscreaht conduct 
of some of their members, or former 
pretended favourites ; then may w;e rise 
and proclaim as with a voice of ten 
thousand thunders, that there is no- 
thing amiable, nothing worthy of our 
regard, and no moral goodness in the 
universe. For the fair temple of Je- 
hovah, was once echoing with the har- 
monious ^ongs of angels, and not one 
enemy to his Supreme Majesty was 
found in his boundless empire j yet 
has that white throne on which he now 
$its, become less pure, because some 
those angels have fallen and become 
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demons? Are the prophets and evan- 
gelists to be lightly esteemed and the 
Holy writings to be burnt to ashes,be- 
cause some of their pretended friends > 
were captivated with their discourses, 
praised their sublime sentiments, and 
seemingly obeyed > their, commanding 
voice, and then turned away from all 
the glories of endless perfection, to 
wander in the mazes of infidelity and 
speed their way to the regions of dark- 
ness and blackness for ever ? Shall the 
church of the living God be loaded 
with criminality, because some have 
forsaken her ordinances, who once sang 
hallelujahs within .her walls ? Certainly 
not. Neither can Masonry be con- 
sistently criminated, because some have 
made shipwreck of their profession 
and lost all title to the honours of the 
order and the confidence of mankind. 

6th. " If Masonry possess intrinsick 
excellencies, why do many good men, 
who once attendecLthe lodges, now neg- 
lect them?' 

Masonry does not require any mem- 
ber to attend every communication, tt 
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the neglect of important avocations, and 
religious concernments. Many at the 
time of initiation, and for sometime af- 
terwards can consistently attend every 
meeting ; but in the course of life, con- 
nections, circumstances, appointments 
to important offices of trust, and the 
fulfilment of engagements demand their 
whole attention, and prevent their as- 
sembling with their brethren, to trans- m 
act the aflairs of the fraternity. Did 
Gen. Green, Franklin, and Gen. Wash- 
ington think meanly, of Masonry, or 
wish our opponents to take advantage 
of their non attendance, when the arts- 
of war, philosophy, and government 
kept them at a distance to labour, for 
the good of mankind and the glory of 
Messiah's kingdom ? Our ever revered 
Washington, addressing the brother- 
hoot} said, " Our liberal principles are 
founded in the immutable laws of truth 
and justice." And his prayer dis- 
closed his unquenchable zjeal for the 
institution. He s^yd, "I sincerely 
pray that the Great Architect of the 
universe may bless you here and re- 
ceive you hereafter into his immortal 
temple." 



BEAUTIES OF FREEMASONRY. 



CHAPTER I. 

FHEE-MASONRV, AN ANCIENT AND 
USEfUL, INSTITUTION. 

Th e opinions of eminent writers on 
the origin of this society are numerous. 
This very circumstance, however, may 
afford us undeniable proof of its great 
antiquity : for had it been of modern 
date, no difficulties could have arisen 
on this point. Every inquirer could 
ttirn to the page and there find where 
the faithful historian had recorded its 
commencement. The fine spun rea- 
sonings, of those who make Masons 
of every man of note, from A4am to 
Nimrod, and from Nimrod tc> Solo- 
mon, down to the present day, cannot 
be admitted to swell the pages of this 
book. 

It is hoped thatievery Mason will be 
satisfied, and every reader rest con- 
tented, when the grouftd is presented? 
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wheje t our principles probably first dis- 
posed individuals to form mutually in- 
to a society for their own benefit and 
the happiness of the human race. 

Every descendant from our apostate 
father, found himself in need of know- 
ledge to inform him, laws to direct him; 
pr6perty to support him, medicine to 
relieve him, aliments to nourish hhn, 
clothiug and lodging to defend himself 
against the injuries of the seasons. In- 
dividuals in this situation felt inclined 
to unite themselves together in order 
that the industry of all might supply 
the wants of each. 

It is easy to comprehend, that, in 
order to enjoy the blessing proposed 
by this assemblage, some maxims must 
be laid down and inviolably obeyed* 
It was necessary for all the members 
of that body to consider themselves as 
naturally equal ; that, by this idea, tjaey 
might be induced" to afford each other 
mutual succour. 

' Whenever that period arrived, our 
principles began to have their influence; 
and he that was the most pious, the 
most discerning, and the most anxious- 
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Jy disposed to develope th*e constitu- 
tion of the universe and methodically 
tender the greatest services to the whole, 
retired when that assembly arose, deeply 
impressed with the importance of their 
transactions. When he had accurately 
reviewed the scene that was closed ana 
the sentiments advanced, he was fully 
inclined to* believe that there were 
same in that, community with whom 
he could unite in bonds more precious 
^nd fraternal. ,He cautiously commu- 
nicated his plan of Intimate friendship, 
and reciprocal labours, and benefac- 
tions, to those .whom he had found to 
be true and trusty. Similar interests 
form a similar design. A few whose 
views were alike and whose desires 
were similar, relative to the improve- 
ment of their social powers, would read- 
ily embrace each other in the arms of 
friendship and form rules of equity 
binding each member sacredly to ob- 
serve them, f$r his own safety, the glo- 
ry of God, and the alleviation of every 
brother whom adversity might over- 
whelm with distress. 
Hence we ma^ conclude that an oV- 
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ganized state of the principles of the 
society, denominated Masonick, arose 
from the social and relative duties of 
mankind and an earnest solicitude of 
individuals, for their general well be- 

Men who had a sacred regard for the 
Divine feeing, would necessarily study 
to alleviate the miseries and calamities 
of his creatures, and improve their in- 
convenience 

To accomplish these important pur- 
poses they must study, ,they must em- 
belish their minds with science, they 
ttiust retire from the busy throng, they 
must labpur and try experiments. 
These Were instituted to establish data, 
and as operations and effects were mul- 
tiplied, causes were developed, and 
the sciences and fine arts were estab- 
lished upon an imperishable founda- 
tipn. 

Emerging from the ignorance and 
blindness in which they had been over. 
Whelmed, thpy traced th^ Great Archi- 
tect of the universe through the walks 
pf his power, and found themselves 
amazed ifi the boundless regions of 
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his wisdom. They beheld him in his 
works, they read his majesty in the 
heavens, and discovered his miracles 
in the deep ; every plant that painted 
the face of nature, and every thing hav- 
ing the breath of life, described bis 
presence and his omnipotence. 

Thtf symmetry and harmony dis- 
playedlby the Divine Architect in the 
formation of the planetary system, gave 
rise to nviny of our mysteries,, 

Let there be light ! proclaim'd the Almighty 
Lord, 

Astonished chaos heard the potent word ; 
Through all his realms the kindling ether 
runs, , 

And the mass starts into a million suns ; 
Earths, round each sun, "with quick explo* 

aions, burst, 
And second planets issue from the first ; 
Hend, as they journey with projectile force, 
Jn bright ellipses their reluctant course ; 
Orbs wheel in orbs, round centres, centres 

roll, 

And form, well balanc'cl, one revolving whole; 
Onward they move amid their bright abode, 
Space without bounds,the bosom*of their God! 

History confirms the sentiment that 
our order included both architects and 
B 2 
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philosophers, From the former, the 
most eminent characters have arisen in 
every empire through the revolution qf 
ages, and many may yet arise and travel 
with indefatigable strength to the high- 
est summit 61 classical information, and 
be instrumental of emancipating na- 
tions from the honours of despotism, 
and a world from political madness. 
When Moses was* about to erect the 
sanctuary, and, afterward, when Solo- 
mon built the, Temple at Jerusalem for 
the worship of the only true an<l living' 
God* they chose, from among the peo* 
pie, those whose wisdom and seal for 
the true faith attached them to the wor- 
ship of the Most High, and commit- 
ted to them, the erection of those work& 
of piety. It was on those great occa- 
sions that our predecessors appeared te 
the world possessing a greater degree 
of knowledge than the multitude, la- 
bouring more successfully, and exhi* 
biting to every beholder, monuments of 
art completed without discordant voi- 
ces. At the building of the Temple, j 
our society received a stability of form | 
and a regularity of working, which the 



ravages of time havs not impaired 
Solomon, who was divinely inspired, 
found it indispensably necessary, in 
prosecuting such $n undertaking as 
he had been directed, that the work- 
men should be a regularly organized 
body, that every part of the building 
might be executed without the least 
confusion, and with the greatest de- 
spatch. Nothing could be more con- 
ducive to the convenience, improve- 
ment and profit of the builders, nor to 
the prudence, wisdom, and honour of 
their employer, 

Hence, the most expert workmen of 
varivus crafts came forward immedi- 
ately, and cheerfully united according 
to the wi§e directions of their reg4 
master. 

Every part of the Temple was exe- 
cuted with the utmost promptitude, and. 
With the greatest skill and harmony* 

After the completion of this build- 
ing, it would be a dictate of reason 
to conclude that the workmen must be 
eminently skilled in their art ; that an- 
ticipating the period of their separation, 
they would strengthen the Qords of 
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friendship, by those ties and obliga* 
tions which might remain perpetually- 
binding; that they would introduce a 
kind of language unknown to the world, 
by which they might for ever thereafr 
ter make themselves known to each 
other ; that such regulations would be i 
adopted, as should be calculated to ren- 1 
der the association permanent, useful, 
and respectable. 

After the dedication of the Temple, 
many of the workmen, it may be ex. 
pected, would travel, not only through 
the different tribes of Israel, but 
among other contiguous nations, in \ 
search of employment equal to their 
skill. Hence may we account, in part, 
for the early and rapid diffusion of Ma- 
sonry among different nations. 

IJiram, who was then king of Tyre, 
a nation contiguous to the Jews, wa? 
not only in league with Solomon, but 
his active and zealous friend ; and Hi- 
ram, the celebrated artizan, had a Ty- | 
rian for his father, and a Jewess for his I 
mother. Many of the Tyrians were 
actively engaged with the workmen of 
Solomon, in preparing the materials, 
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and in erecting the Temple. Mason- 
ry musty therefore, have existed and 
flourished among the Tyriaqs, nearly | 
in the same degree ; as apiong the 
Jews. Their language, also, being 
almost entirely from the Hebrew, woijld 
greatly facilitate this intercourse bte- 
tween the two nations. 

One hundred and sixty four ye^rs 
after the dedication of the Temple, the 
Tyrian6 planted a colony in the nor* 
them part of Africa, whence arose the 
Carthagenians. This people, in a short 
time, became exceedingly commercial 
and opulent. A commercialfcnd friend* 
Yy intercourse ever continued between 
the Tyriansf and Carthagenians, in such 
a manner, and on such principles is 
would induce us to beleive, if Masonry 
existed among the former, it would of 
course amqng the latter. 

The Tyrians not only sent colonies 
into Africa, but also into Europe. 
The city of Cadiz, which has since 
become the great emporium of Spain, 
was very snciently founded by the Ty- 
rians. The Carthagenians, in process 
ttf time, possessed themselves of the 
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greatest part of Spain, together with 
several important islands in the Me- 
diterranean sea ; all of which posses? 
$ions, together with their own country, 
afterwards fell into the hands of the Ror 
mans. 

Daring the reign of Solomon, espe- 
cially, as well as before and afterward, 
a very intimate connection existed bo 
twjeen the Jews and Egyptians. Mo* 
ses was born in Egypt and educated 
in Pharoah's court, until he was forty 
years old, and was learned in all the 
Hvisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in^ords and in -deeds, Solo- 
mon married Pharoah's daughter and 
brought her into die city of David.. 
This affinity with the king of Egypt, 
inclined many of his nobility to visit 
Jerusalem, and commercial arrange*- 
ments were made and carried on amica- 
bly between those nations, From this 
reciprocal connection, we are inclined 
to infer that Masonry was introduced 
among the Egyptians, Be this, how- 
ever, as it may, we are informed by 
several authentick historians, that Ma- 
sonry did, flourish ip £gypt sopn aftpjr 
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(his period. By this mysterious art 
existing in our principles, and smiled 
upon by the Father of lights, ancient 
Egypt subsisted, covered with glory, 
during a period of fifteen or sixteen 
ages. They extended our system of 
benevolence so far, that be, who re- 
fused to retieve the wretched, when he 
had it in his power to assist him, was 
himself punished with death: They 
regarded justice so impartially, that the 
kings obliged the judges to take an 
path* that they would never do any 
thing against their own consciences, 
though they, the kings themselves, 
should command them* They would 
not confer upon a bad prince the ho- 
nours of a funeral. They held a session 
upon every noted Egyptian who died, 
for the direct purpose of inquiring, how 
he had spent his life, so that all the 
respect; due to his memory might be 
paid* Tbey entertained such just ideas 
of the vanity of life, as to consider their 
houses as inns,- in which they were to 
lodge as it were only for a night. They 
were so laborious, that even their 
amusements were adapted to strength- 
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en the body, and improve the mind : 
They prohibited the borrowing of mo* 
ney, except on condition of pledging a 
deposit so important, that a man who 
deferred the redemption of it, was look- 
ed upon with horrour. 

It is well known, that the Egyptian 
priests have uniformly been consider- 
ed by ancient historians, as possessing 
many valuable secrets, and as being 
the greatest proficients in the arts and 
sciences of their times. Whether they 
actually possessed the Masonick se- 
crets, or not, we cannot absolutely de» 
termine ; but we have strong circum- 
stantial reasons to believe they did. It 
was here that Pythagoras was initiated 
into their mysteries, and instructed in 
their art It was here, lhat sculpture 
and architecture, and all the sciences of 
the times, were so greatiy perfected. 
And here it has been thought by some 
of the most curious observers of anti- 
quity, that Masonry has been held in 
high estimation. 

Several Egyptian obelisks still re r 
main, some of which were, in the reign 
of Augustus, conveyed to Rome. On 
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these obelisks are curiously engfaved 
many hieroglyphkai andMasonick em- 
blems. 

Egypt* by ancient philosophers, was 
considered as the seat of science. Hence 
we find, that Homer, Lycurgus, So- 
lop, Pythagoras, Plato, Thales, and 
many others>of the ancient poets, states* 
men, and philosophers, frequently vi- 
sited Egypt,where many of them were, 
by the Egyptian priests, initiated into 
their mysteries. Cecrops, an Egyp- 
tian, was the original founder of A- 
thens. Hence, a correspondence would 
necessarily continue for a considerable 
time, between those countries. And 
if this correspondence did not afford a 
suitable medium for the transfer of those 
mysteries, yet those philosophers, who 
were in the habit of visiting Egypt, 
would, of course, carry back to their 
native country whatever they deemed 
valuable for their own citizens. 

Many incidental circumstances, how- 
ever, occur in the history of the Gre- 
cian States, which strongly favour the 
idea of the existence of Masonry among 
that people. From the many which 
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might be mentioned, two only eaft be 
admitted into this work- At the time 
when the plague proved so mortal in 
the city of Athens, Hippocrates, a na- 
tive of the island of Coss* being emi* 
nent as a physician, was invited to 
Athens. He immediately obeyed, agpl 
proved abundantly serviceable in thai 
pestilential disorder- Such was thg 
gratitude of the Athenians, that it wad 
decreed, he should be initiated into the 
most exalted mysteries of their nation* 
In turning over the historic): pages of 
Persia, every Mason will behold ma-* 
fiy of his principles cordially received 
and cherished, by the first characters 
who shed a lustre through every de- 
partment of government in those dis* 
tant realms* It was here that the chil- 
dren of the royal family were at four- 
teen years of age put under (he tuition 
of four of the wisest and most virtu* 
ous statesmen* The first taught them 
the worship of the gods; the second 
trained them up to speak truth and 
practice equity ; the third habituated 
them to subdue voluptuousness, to en- 
joy real liberty, to be always princes* 
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and ifways masters of themselves and 
their own passions ; the fourth inspired 
thera with courage, and by teaching 
them how to command themselves, 
taught them, how to maintain domin- 
ion over others* It was here, that 
falsehood was considered by every 
class of people, in the most horrid light, 
as a vice the meanest and most dis- 
graceful. It was here that they showed 
a noble generosity, conferring favours 
on the nations' thejr conquered, and 
leaving them to enjoy all the ensigns 
of their former grandeur ; It was here, 
that they obliged themselves to pub- 
lish the virtues of their greatest ene- 
mies, and to keep, as an inviolable se- 
cret, state affairs, so that neither prom- 
ises nor threatenings could extort it ; 
for the ancient laws of the kingdom 
obliged them to be silent under the pain 
of death : And it was here, that they 
religiously recorded noble actions and 
transmitted them to posterity in pub- 
Ifck registers. 

Masonick principles are the same in 
every age apd nation, and when foster* 
cd in the human heart, will product 
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the same benevolent effects. Whet* 
Alexander the Great, in hi§ conquest 
of nations, approached the city of Je- 
rusalem, he was met by the High Priest, 
in all his pontifical robes. No sooner did 
the conqueror discover this venerable 
pers9n, clad with the insignia of his of. 
lice, than halting his army, he instantly 
advanced, reverently bowefd, saluted 
the H. P. conferred with him, arid de- 
parted in peace. This singular event 
took place three hundred and thirty 
three years before the advent of Christ* 
The Romans, who succeeded the Gre« 
cians in universal empire, had a favour- 
able opportunity by their various trea- 
ties with that nation, as well as the 
Carthagenians, and by their final sub- 
version of both nations, to obtain a 
knowledge of those mysteries, which 
it is most evident the Grecians and 
Carthagenians did actually possess. To 
every critical reader of the Roman his* • 
tory, striking evidences will appear of 
the existence of Masonry . among that, 
nation. On the whole, it is confidently 
believed, that many of the Roman ge- 
nerals were not only Ma£ons> but great 
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£pcouragers of the art, both among 
their own citizens and those of ancient 
Briton. Although the Britons were 
unknown to the Romans until the reign 
pf Julius Caesar, yet ai? there many 
convincing evidences that Masonry had 
Jong been known agpong that people,. 

The Druids, who were the ancient 
priests of Britain and Gaul, are thought 
to have derived their government, 
rights, and ceremonies from Pythago* 
ras, These Druids, who were the pubr 
lick instructors of the people, \yere 
held in high estimation. 

r From their history, it is evident they, 
in a degree, understood astrology, ge- 
ometry, and natural history ; that they 
plso believed in the' immortality of the 
poul. They h^d an Arch Druid i* 
each nation, who held sufficient author* 
ity to convene the others at pleasure, 
or whenever the general good required 
counsel And it was their uniform 
practice, on receiving any youth un-r 
der their instruction to retiijc i to some 
remote place, where he was duly taught 
their mysteries. These circumstances 
are calculated to induce every per* 
C2 



spn to believe certain mysteries, un- 
known to the world, were attached to 
their ceremonies. 

Pythagoras is considered to be the 
founder of their institutions, and as he 
was ever thought to have been a Ma- 
son, we have strong circumstantial rea- 
sons to believe something of Masonry 
was known to the Druids. Hence we 
find' it might have existed among the 
ancient Britons and Gauls before they 
were conquered by the Romans. How- 
ever this may be, we find no country in 
which it has flourished to that degree, 
or been productive of greater good to 
mankind, than on the island of Great 
Britain. In consequence, however, of 
those various struggles between the 
Picts and Scots, the Britons, Sfcons, 
and Danes, Masonry was not much 
cultivated until about five hundred 
and fifty years after the commence- 
ment of the christian era ; when St 
Austin, with a number of brethren, 
came from Italy to England, where 
they devoted their time and talents ex- 
clusively to the interest of christanity 
TOd Masonry. » 
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At this time 9t. -Austin presided iu 
person iu laying the foundation of se- 
veral important publick buildings. 

In the year Six Hundred and Twenty 
Six, King Atbelstane summoned all 
the brethen of the kingdom to attend 
a general meeting; he then granted 
*hem a charter, and established a Grand 
jLodge, which has continued by succes- 
sion until the present day. Hence 
arose the ancient York Masons. In 
consequence of this high patronage, 
, many of the nobility immediately came 
forward and were united to the society. 

In the year Six Hundred and Nine- 
ty, Edgar became an eminent and dis* 
tinguished patron of the order. Ia 
Eight Hundred and Ninety Six, AN 
fined the Great, having expelled the. 
Danes from his kingdom, became a 
zealous and hearty encourager of Ma- 
sonry* Such was his attachment to 
the order, that he appropriated one 
seventh part of his revenue to promote 
the institution. 

In the year One Thousand and Six- 
ty Six, the Tower of London, the Pal- 
ace and Hall of Westminster, and Lon 
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don Bridge, were begun under the joint 
patronage of the Bishop of Rochester 
and the Carl of Shrewsbury, both of 
whom weret distinguished Masons^ 
During the reign of Henry I, and Ste* 
phen, the or4er was patronised by the 
crown, and the chapel at Westminster^ 
tlxe House of Commons, and many oth* 
er magnificent edifices were erected* 
In the reign of Edward IIL lodges ber 
can^e numerous and Masonry highly 
honourable, Richard II. and Henry 
IV, V • and VI. devoted much of their 
time to encourage ajid promote the 
respectability and usefulness of the sor 
piety. Heniy \L however, was a most^ 
virulent enemy during the former part 
pf his reign, but bis prejudices subsi- 
ding, he was initiated in the year Four- 
teen Hundred and Forty Two, and 
thence forward, was as eminent for his 
attachment, as before, for his enmity. 

James I. of Scotland, honoured the 
lpdges with his royal presence, often 
presided in person, and actually settled 
an annual of an English noble, to be 
paid to every Master Mason in Scot-. 
|tnd- On the£4th June, Fifteen Hun-? 
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dred and Two, Henry VII. Formed a 
Grand Lodge in his palace, proceeded 
in great splendour to the east lend of 
Westminster Abbey, and with his own 
hand laid the first stone in that excel- 
lent and much admired building. 

During the reign of James I. of Eng- 
fand, men of literature came from all 
parts of Europe, and attended the 
lodges in England, as seminaries re* 
plete with the arts and sciences* 

Charles L the successour of James, 
assembled the brethren, and in persoii 
laid the corner stone of St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral with great solemnity. Sir Chris- 
topher Wren exceeded all who had 
gone before him, in his indefatigable 
exertions to promote Masonry. 

By these brief remarks, we may see 
in what manner, and by whom, Ma- 
sonry has been, patronised. Men of 
the highest rank in many kingdoms 
have been brought to kneel before their 
subjects, and philosophers have been 
taught true wisdom by their inferiours. 
The most haughty and imperious mon- " 
archs, smitten by the force of truth, 
have discovered themselves to be btft 
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jnen ; — resigned the Masonick chair 
to the most expert workmen, carefully* 
..submitting to* their controul. 

Since the reign of William IIL Ma- 
sonry has been held in higher or lower 
estimation, not only in England, but 
most other countries, according to the 
number and respectability of ♦its mem* 
bers. It was introduced into the Uni* 
^ed States at an early period after their 
settlement by Europeans, 

In tfce year Sixteen Hundred and 
Thirty Three, a charter was granted by 
the Grand Lodge in England, to a num-* 
ber of brethreen then residing in Bos* ' 
ton, with full power to constitute Ms* 
sonick LfOdges throughout North A* 
merica, as occasion might require., 
ynder the authority of this charter, 
lodges were established in various parts 
of our then infant colonies, in Canada, 
and several of the West-India islands* 

Its rapid progress through every state 
in our happy country is well known 
to every informed member in the fra- 
ternity. 

A concise history of Masonry, ari* i 
sing and flourishing, through the ran- * 
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gps of antiquity,* and patronised by the 
pious and scicntifick of the most pow A 
erfui empires on earth, has now been 
presented to an enlightened publick* 

From this brief account of those 
many important truths which might 
be deduced, as contributing to the 
good of mankind in general, one may 
be drawn which has been preeminently 
advantageous t That this society has 
been a most happy medium of preserv- 
ing some of the most valuable arts 
during the dark ages of the world, and 
transmitting them down to posterity* 
In those dark periods of time, when bar* 
barism triumphed over refinement, this 
society held the arcana of that know- 
ledge, without which mankind must 
probably have remained in & savage 
state. A faithful fetor preserved this 
noble science, which has abundantly 
Contributed to a state of civilization. 
When Christianity began to be propa- 
gated, and the fervour of enthusiastick 
superstition began to subside, Masonry 
exhibited its charms to the world arid 
went hand in hand, with the spread of 
.the gospel, in effecting that iruportaiit 
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change wrought on society* Hence 
we have by coincidence in effect, most 
convincing proof of coincidence ia 
principle. This was clearly exempli- 
fied in the Saxon heptarchy. At the 
same time when those petty monarch® ■ 
became converted to Christianity, they 
embraced and patronised the Mason- 
ick art. The same holds true at the 
present day. The united effects of 
Christianity and genuine Masonry are 
ever productive of the best society. 

Masonry is the most-perfect and sub* 
lime institution, ever formed by man y 
for promoting the happiness of indivi- 
duals, or for increasing the general good 
of the community. Its fundamental 
principles are, Universal Benevolence^ 
and Brotherly Lave. It holds out, in 
its precepts, those captivating pictures 
of virtue, which stimulate the brother- 
hood to deeds of charity, and offers to 
its professors, Dignity and Respett. 
It teaches those great and awful truths, 
on which futurity is founded, and 
points to those means by which we 
•nay obtain the rewards of virtue. It 
fclso instructs u* in the duty we owe 
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to our neighbour, and teaches us not 
to injure him in any of his connections, 
and in all our dealings with him, to act 
with justice and impartiality. It dis- 
courages defamation ; it bids us not 
to circulate any whisper of infamy, jor 
improve any hint of suspicion. It or- 
ders us to be faithful to our trusts ; 
not to deceive him who relies upon us ; 
to be above the meanness of dissimula- 
tion ; to let the words of our mouths 
express the thoughts of our hearts ; and 
whatsoever we promise, religiously to 
perform. 

When the rude blast of war assails 
an unhappy country with its ravages, 
and embattled legions of kindred men 
are opposed in direful conflicts ; when 
all around perish by the victor's sword, 
and humanity stands appalled at the 
sight — the Mason's extended arms pre- 
serve him from destruction : He meets 
whh friendship and protection from his 
enemy, and instead of receiving the fa- 
tal weapon in his bosom, his heart is 
gladdened by hearing the endearing ap- 
pellation of Brother. When the Cor- 
sairs of Algiers, with unprincipled fit- 
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ry attack the defenceless vessels of uik 
offending nations, and load their un* 
happy crews with the bond of servi- 
tude, to drag a miserable existence un- 
der the lash of tyranny — the Mason's i 
well known sign preserves him from 

* chains, and the kind offices of a broth- 
er are extended to hrm. 

Such being the principles and advan- 
tages of Masonry, it ceases to be a mat- 

' ter of surprise, that in every country 
the art has been professed and encour- 
aged by the most enlightened and vir- 
tuous of their inhabitants. The ru- 
lers of mighty empires and the chief- 
tains of great nations have, oftentimesi 
joined our fraternal society, and im- 
mortalized their names by practising 
the virtuous principles of the order. 
May the whole fraternity spreading 
around the globe, persevere in well do- 

1 ing, and by the unmerited grace of Iiri- 
manuel, flowing through their hearts, 
be invigorated to finish all their work, 
and finally be admitted to sit down in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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CHAPTER IL 

The names of the Afasonick Degrees, as 
recorded in the report submitted to the 
Supreme Council of the Sovereign 
Grand Inspectors General, held ift 
Cliarleston, South- Carolina, on thf 
4th day of December, 1802. 

1st Degree called Entered Apprentice. 

?d Fellow Craft. 

3d Master Mason. 

4th Secret Master. 

5th Perfect Master. 

6th Intimate Secretary. 

7th Provost and Judge. 

8th Intendam of the Building. 

9ih Elected Knights of Nine. 

lrk . C Illustrious Elected of 

1Gth I Fifteen. , 

Uih Sublime Knight Elected. 

I3tli Grand Master Architect. 

13 h * Royal Arch. 

74th Perfection. 

15th Knight of the East. 

16th Prince of Jerusalem. 

5 Knight of the East and 
17111 i West. 

■ q • 5 Sovereign Prince of Roso 

19111 f Groix dr Heroden. 

19th Grand Pontiff. 
q : . 5 Grand Master °^ a ^ 

~ w> I Symbolicfc Lodge*. 
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olst C Patriarch Noachite or 

i Chevalier Prussicn. 
22d Prince of Libanus. 

2Sd Chief of the Tabernacle. 

24th Prince of the Tabernacle. 

25th Prince of Mercy. 

™* Bn ™ 

2frth Commander of the Tempre. 
28th Knight of the Sun. 
2 sth K II. 

oO, 3 1 and 32 j C ret,Prince of Masons. 
3 «« C Sovereign Grand In- 

£ spec tors General. 

From the 17th to the 33d inclusive, 
are given by the Inspectors, who are 
sovereigns of Masonry. Besides the 
above degrees, most of the inspectors 
are in possession of a number of de- 
tached degrees, given in different parts 
of the world, and which they generally 
communicate, free of expense; to those 
Brethren, who are high enough to un- 
derstand them : Making in the aggre- 
gate, Fifty Three Degrees* 



47 

The seven following degrees are select* 
ed from the Freemason's Monitor, 
with observations on each. These are 
generally communicated in theAmeri* 
can Lodges as here described, 

1st. Entered Apprentice. 

2d. Fellow Craft. 

3d. Master Mason. 

4th» Mark Master. 

5th. Past Master. 

6th. Most Ekcellent Master. 

7ih. Royal Arch. 

The privileges of these classes are 
distinct,and particular means are adopt- 
ed, to preserve those privileges to the 
just and meritorious of each class. 

Honour and probity are recommen-» 
dations to the first class ; in which the 
practice of virtue is enforced, and the 
duties of morality inculcated, while the 
mind is prepared for regular and social, 
converse, , in the principles of know- 
ledge and philosophy. 

Diligence, assiduty, and application, 
are qualifications for the second class, 
in which an accurate elucidation of sci* 
ence,both in theory and practice,is given; 

D3 
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Here human reason is cultivated by a 
due exertion of the rational and intel- 
lectual powers and faculties ; nice and 
difficult theories are explained ; new 
discoveries produced, and those already- 
known beautifully embellished. 

The third class is composed of those 
whom truth and fidelity have distin- 
guished ; who, when assaulted by 
threats and violence, after solicitations 
and persuasions have failed, have evin- 
ced their firmness and integrity in pre- 
serving inviolate the mysteries of the 
order. 

The fourth class consists of those 
who have perseveringly studied the 
scientifick brandies of the art, and ex- 
hibited proofs of their skill and acquire- 
ments, and who have consequently ob- 
tained the honour of this degree, as a 
reward of merit. 

The fifth class consists of those who, 
having acquired a proficiency of know- 
ledge to become teachers, have been 
elected to preside over regularly con- 
stituted bodies of Masons. 

The sixth class consists of thosfc 
Who, having discharged the duties of 
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the chair with honour and reputation, 
are atknowledged and recorded as ex- 
cellent masters. 

The seventh class consists of a select 
few whom years and experience have 
improved and whom merit and abili- 
ties have entitled to preferment. With 
this class the ancient land marks of the 
order are preserved ; and from them 
we learn and practice the necessary and 
instructive lessons, which at once dig- 
nify the art, and qualify its professors 
to illustrate its excellence and utility* 

This is the established mode of our 
government, when we act in confor- 
mity to our rules. By this judicious 
arrangement, true friendship is culti- 
vated among different ranks and degrees 
of men, while hospitality is promoted, 
industry rewarded, and ingenuity en- 
couraged. 
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CHAPTER III. 

REMARKS ON THE LECTURE OF THE 
FIRST DEGREE, 

The first lecture of Masonry is di- 
vided into Three Sections, and each sec- 
tion into different clauses. Virtue is 
painted in the most beautiful colours 
and the duties of morality are enforced, 
In it ;cve are taught such useful lessons 
as prepare the mind for a regular ad- 
vancement in the principles of know- 
ledge and philosophy. These are im- 
printed on the memory by lively and 
sensible iiqages, to influence our con- 
duct in the discharge of the duties of 
social life. V 

The First Section in tliis .lecture is 
suited to all capacities, and may and 
ought to be known by every person 
who ranks as a Mason. It consists of 
general heads which though short and 
simple, carry weight with them. They 
not only se*ve as marks of distinction, 
but communicate useful and interesting 
knpwledge, when they are duly inves* 
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tigated. They qualify us to try an*I 
examine the rights of others to our 
privileges, while they prove ourselves 
— and, as they induce us to inquire 
more minutely into other particulars of 
greater importance, they serve as an in* 
troduction to subjectsfmore amply ex- 
plained in the following sections. 

Towards the close of the section is 
explained that peculiar ensign of Ma- 
sonry^the lamb skin, or white leather 
apron, which is an emblem of inno- 
cence, and the badge of a Mason more 
ancient than the golden fleece or Roman 
eagle — more honourable than the star 
and garter, or any other order that could 
lie conferred upon the candidate at the 
time of his initiation, or at any time 
thereafter, s by king, prince, potentate, 
or any other person, except he be a 
Mason — and which every one ought 
to wear with equal pleasure to himself, 
and honour to the fraternity. ) 

This section closes with in expla- 
nation of the working tools and imple- 
ments of an Entered Apprentice, which 
are the twenty Jour inch gauge and the 
rtnnmon gaveU 
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I The twenty four inch gauge is an in- 
strument made use of by operative Ma- 
sons, to measure and lay out their work 
— but we, as free and accepted Ma- 
sons, are taught to make use of it for j 
the more noble and glorious purpose 
of dividing our time. It being divi- ' 
ded into twenty four equal parts, is em- 
blematical of the twenty four hours of 
the day, which we are taught to divide 
into three equal parts, whereby we find 
eight hours for the service of God and 
a distressed worthy brother — eight 
hours for our usual avocations-reight 
for refreshment and sleep. \ j 

I Tlie common gavel is an instrument 
nifcde use of by operative Masons, to 
break off the corners of rough stones, 
the better to fit them for the builder's 
use — but we, as free and accepted Ma- 
sons, are taught to make use of it for 
the more noble and glorious purpose of 
divesting our minds and consciences of 
all the vices and superfluities of life, 
thereby fitting our bodies, as living 
stones, for that spiritual building, I hat 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. , . 
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The Secpnd Section rationally ac- 
counts for the origin of our hieroglyph!-' 
cal instruction, and convinces us of the 
advantages which will ever accompa- 
ny a faithful observance of our duty — 
it maintains, beyond the power of con- 
tradiction, the propriety of our rites, 
while it demonstrates to the most seep- 
tical and hesitating mind, their excel- 
lency and utility — it illustrates, at lhe 
same time, certain particulars, of which, 
as Masons, we are indispensably bound 
to know. 

To make a daily progress in the 
art, is our constant duty, and expressly 
required by our general laws. What 
end can be more noble, than the pur- 
suit of virtue ? What motive more al- 
luring, than the practice of justice ? or 
what instruction itiorc beneficial, than 
an accurate elucidation of symbolical 
mysteries which tend to embellish and 
adorn- the mind? Every thing that 
strikes the eye, more immediately en- 
gage$ the . attention, and imprints on 
the memory serious and solemn truths 
— hence Masons, universally adopting 
this method of inculcating the tenets of 
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their order by typical figures and alte* 
gorical emblems, prevent their myste- 
ries from descending into the familiar 
reach of inattentive and unprepared no- 
vices, from whom they might not re- 
ceive due veneration* 

Our records inform us, that the ways 
and customs of Masons have ever cor- 
responded with those of the Egyptian 
philosophers, to which they bear a near 
affinity. Unwilling to expose their 
mysteries to the vulgar eyes, they con- 
cealed their particular tenets, and prin- 
ciples of polity, under hieroglyphical 
figures — and expressed their notions 
of government by signs and symbols, 
which they communicated to their Ma- 
gi alone, who were bound by oath not 
to reveal them. The Pythegorean 
system seems to have been established 
on a similar plan, and many orders of 
a more recent date. Masonry, how- 
ever, is not only the most ancient, but 
the most moral institutiop ever invent- 
ed by man — every character, figure, 
and emblem, depicted in a lodge, has 
a moral tendency, and inculcates . the 
practice of virtue. Every candidate, 

# 
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at his initiations is presented with a lamb 
skin, or white leather apron. 

The lamb has in all ages been deem- 
ed an emblem of innocence — he, there- 
fore, who wears the lamb skin as a 
badge of Masonry, is thereby continu- 
ally reminded of that purity of life and 
conduct, which is essentially necessa- 
ry to his gaining admission into that 
Celestial Lodge above, where the Su- 
preme Architect of the universe pre * 
sides, i 



The Third Section explains the na- 
ture and principles of our constitution, 
and teaches us to discharge with pro- 
priety, the duties of our respective star 
tions. Here, too, we receive induc- 
tion relative to the form, supports* cov- 
ering^ furnuureVomamentsC lights, J and 
jewels pi a l<xlge/ how it should be 



proper attention is also paid to our an- 
cient, and venerable Patrons. 

From East to West, Freemasonry 
extends, and between the North and 
South, in every clime and nation are 
Masons to be found. 




whom dedicated. A; 
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Our institution is said to be supported" 
by wisdom^trength,and beauty; because 
it is necessary that there should be 
wisdom to contrive strength to support 
and beauty to adorn, all great and im- 
portant undertaking^ t lts dimensions 
are unlimite^ and its -covering no less- j 
than the canopy of heaven. To' this 
.object the Mason's mind is contin- 
ually directed, and thither he hopes at 
last to arrive, by the aid of the theolo- 
gical ladder, which Jacob in his vis* 
ion saw ascending from earth to heaven; 
the three principal rounds of which are 
denominated faith, hope, and charity ; 
and which admonish us to have faith 
in God, hope in immortality, and chari- 
ty to all mankind, jf / 

Every well groifnded lodge is fur- 
nished ' with the Holy Bible, the Square, 
and the Compasf; ihe Bible points out 
the path thatleaas4o happiness, and is 
dedicated to God ; the Square teaches 
us to regulate our conduct by the prin- 
ciples of morality and virtue, and is 
dedicated to the Master ; the Compass 
teaches us to limit our desires in every I 
station, and is dedicated to the Craft \ 
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"The Bible is dedicated to the service 
of God, because it Js the inestimable 
gift of God to man ; | he Square to the 
Master, because, being the proper Ma- 
sonick emblom of his office, it is con- 
stantly to remind him of the duty he 
owes to the lodge over which he is ap- 
pointed to preside ; and the Compass 
to the Craft, because by a due attention 
to its use, they are taught to regulate 
ttheir desires, .and keep their passions 
within due bounds* x * 
( The ornamental parts of a lodge, dis- 
played in this section, are, the Mosa- 
ick pavement^ the indented tessel, and 
the hazing staff iThe Mosaickpave* 
rnent is a representation of the ground 
floor of king Solomon's Temple ; the 
indented tesset, that beautiful tesselated 
border, or skirting, which surrounded 
it ; and the blazing star, in the centre, 
is commemorative of the star which 
appeared, to guide the wise men of the 
East to the place of our Saviour's na- 
tivity. / The Mosaick pavement is 
emblenkticai of human life, chequered 
with good and evil : the beautiful bor- 
der, which surrounds it, those bles- 
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sings and comforts which surround us, 
and which we hope to obtain by a 
faithful reliance on Divine Providence, 
which is hieroglyphically represented 
by the blazing star in the centre.) 

The moveable and immoveabl/jew- 
els also claim our attention in this sec- 

tionY , I ) j 

\The Rough Ashler is a stone as ta^ 
ken from the quarry in its rude and na- 
tural state* 

The Perfect Ashler is a stone made 
ready by the hands of the workman, to 
be adjusted by the tools of the Fellow 
Craft. 

The Trestle Board is for the master 
workman to draw his designs upon.^ 

! By the Rough Ashler , we are remind- 
ed of our rude and imperfect state by 
nature ; by the Perfect Ashler, that 
State of perfection at which we hope to 
arrive; by a virtuous education, our 
own endeavours, and the blessing of 
God j and by the Trestle Board, . we 
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are reminded, that as the operative 
workman erects his temple building 
agreeably to the rules and designs laid 
down by the master, on his trestle 
board, so should we, both operative 
and speculative, endeavour to erect our 
spiritual building agreeably to the rules 
and designs laid down by the Supreme 
Architect of the universe, in the book 
of Life«j^hich is our spiritual ''trestle . 
board, j ' ; < ' 

Ourancient brethren dedicated their 
lodges to king Solomon/ifet Masons, 
professing Christianity, dedicate theirs 
to St- John the Baptist, and St. John 
the Evangelist, who were eminent pa- 
trons of Masonry ; and since their time 
there is represented in every regular 
and well governed lodge, a certain 
point within a circle; the point repre- 
senting an individual brother; the 
circle representing the boundary line 
of his duty to God and man, beyond 
which he is never to suffer his pas- 
sions, prejudices, or interests to betray 
him, on any occasion. This circle is 
c;mbordered by two perpendicular par* 
alkl lines, representing St. John the 
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Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; 
who were perfect parallels in Christiani- 
ty as well as Masonry ; and upon the 
vertex rests the book of Holy Scrip- 
turesy which point out the whole duty 
of man. In going round this circle, 
we necessarily touch upon these two 
iineSyas well as upon the Holy Scrip* 
tures ; and while a Mason keeps him- 
self thus circumscribed, it is impossi- 
ble that he should materially err. ] 

This section, though the hit jn 
rank, is not the least considerable in 
importance. It strengthens those which 
precede, and enforces, in the most en- 
gaging manner, a due regard to cha* 
racter and behaviour, as well ill pub- 
lick as in private life ; in the lodge, as 
well as in the general commerce of so- 
ciety. 

It forcibly inculcates the most in- 
structive lessons. Brotherly Love, Re* 
lief, and Truth, are themes on which 
we here expatiate* 

\ Brotherly love. * 'Rj exercise of 
this, we are taught to regard the whole 
human species as one family, the high 
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and low, the rich and poor— who, as 
created by one Almighty Parent, and 
inhabitants of the same planet, are to 
aid, support, and protect each other. 
On this principle, Masonry unites men 
of every country, sect,and opinion, and 
conciliates true friendship among those 
who might otherwise have remained at 
a perpetual distance* 

Relief. To relieve the distressed, 
is a duty incumbent on all men— but 
particularly on Masons, who are linked 
together by an indissoluble chain of 
sincere affection. To sooth the un- 
happy, to sympathize with their mis- 
fortunes, to compassionate their mis- 
eries, and to restore peace to their troub- 
led minds, is the grand aim we have 
in view. On this basis, we form our 
friendships, and establish our connec- 
tions. 

Truth is a divine attribute, and the 
foundation of every virtue. 1 To^be 
good and true is the first lessons vtfe 
are taught in Masonry. On this theme 
we contemplate, and by its dictates ^gb 
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deavour to regulate our conduct: hence, 
whilst influenced by this principle, hy- 
pocrisy and deceit are unknown among 
us, sincerity and plain dealing distin- 
guish us, and the heart and tongue 
join in promoting each other's welfare, 
and rejoicing in each others's pros- 
perity, f. 

To diis illustration succeeds an ex- 
planation of the four cardinal virtues — 
Temperance, Fortitude. Prudence, and 
Justice. ! j . ( ) ( J 

\ Temperance is that due restraint up- 
our affections and passions, which 
renders the body tame and governable/ 
and frees the mind from the allurements 
of vice. This virtue should be the 
constant practice of every Mason, as he 
is thereby taught to avoid excess, or 
contracting any licentious or vicious 
habit, the indulgence of which might 
lead him to disclose some of those val- 
uable secrets, which he has prom- 
ised to conceal, and never reveal, and 
which would consequently subject him 
to the contempt jgind detestation of all. 
good Masons, 
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Fortitude is that noble and steady 
purpose of the mind, whereby we are 
enabled to undergo any pain, peril, or 
danger, when prudentially deemed ex- 
pedient. This virtue is equally dis- 
tant from rashness and cowardice — and 
like the former, should be deeply im- 
pressed upon the mind of every Ma- 
son, as a safeguard or security against 
any illegal attack that may be made, by 
force or otherwise, to extort from him 
any of those secrets with which he has 
been so solemnly entrusted — and which 
was emblematically represented upon 
his first admission into the lodge. 

Prudence teaches us to regulate our 
lives and actions ajpeeably to the dic- 
tates of reason, and is that habit by 
which we wisely judge and prudential- 
ly determine, on all things relative to 
our present, as well as our future hap- 
piness. This virtue should be the pe- 
culiar characteristick of every Mason, 
not only for the government of his cpnr 
duct while in the lodge, but also, when 
abroad in the world — it should be par- 
ticularly attended to in all strange and 
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mixed companies, never to let fall the 
least sign, token, or word, whereby the 
secrets of Masonry might be unlawful- 
ly obtained. . 

Justice is that standard, or boundary, 
of right, which ^enables us to render to 
every man his just due, without dis- 
tinction. This virtue is not only con- 
sistent with divine and human laws, but 
is the very cement and support of civil 
society— and as justice in a great meas- 
ure constitutes the real good man, so 
should it be the invariable practice of 
every Mason never to deviate from the 
minutest principles thereof. ) ' \ * 

The illustration of these-' virtues is 
accompanied with** me general obser- 
vations peculiar to Masons. 

Such is the arrangement of the dif- 
ferent sections in the first lecture, which, 
with the forms adopted at the opening 
and closing of thelbdge, comprehends 
the whole 'of the first degree of Ma- 
sonry. This plan has the advantage 
of regularity to recommend it, the sup- 
port of precedent and authority, and 
4ke sanction and respect which flow 
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from antiquity. The whole is a reg* 
ular system of morality, conceived in a 
strain of interesting allegory, which 
must unfold its beauties to the candid 
and industrious inquirer. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Remarks on the lecture 6t the 
second degree. 

The First Section of the second de- J 
gree accurately elucidates the mode of 
introduction into that particular class— 
and instructs the diligent craftsman 
how to proceed in the proper arrange- 
ment of the ceremonies used on the 
occasion. It qualifies him to judge 
of their importance, and convinces him 
of the necessity of strictly adhering to 
every established usage of the order- 
Here he is entrusted with particular 
tests, to enable hin^o prove his title 
to the privileges WKhis degree, while 
satisfactory reasons are given for their 
origin. Many dihieS, which cement, 
in the firmest union, well informed 
brethren, are illustrated in this section 
— and an opportunity is given to make 
such advances in Masonry, as will al- 
ways distinguish the abilities of those 
who have arrived at preferment. The \ 
knowledge of this section is absolutely 
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necessary for all craftsmen — and as $ 
recapitulates the ceremony of initiation, 
and contains many other important 
particulars, no officer or member of a 
lodge should be Unacquainted with it. 

The Pluffiby Square, and Level, 
those noble and useful implements of 
a Fellow Craft, are here introduced and 
moralized, and serve as a constant ad- 
monition to the practice of virtue and 
porality. 

f The Plumb is an instrument made 
kise of by operative Masons to raise 
perpendiculars — the Square to square 
their work— and the Level to lay hor- 
izontals — but we| as free and accepted 
Masons, are taught to make use ot 
them for more noble and glorious pur- 
poses — the Plumb admonishes us to 
walk uprightly in our several stations 
before God and man, squaring Our ac- 
tions by the square of virtue, and re«^ 
membering that we are travelling up* 
on the level of time to that undiscov- 
ered country, from whose 1 bourne n6 
traveller returns/; 
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> Amos 7th chapter. "Behold, the 
Lord stood upon a wall made by a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his 
hand. And the Lord said unto me, 
Amos, what seest thou ? And J said, a 
plumb line. Then said the Lord, Be- 
hold I will set a plumb line, in the 
midst of my people Israel ; I will not 
again pass by them any more." . 

The Second Section of this degree ha^ 
recourse to the origin of the institu- 
tion, and views Masonry under twa 
denominations, operative and specu- 
lative. These are separately consider- 
ed, and the principles on which both 
are founded, particularly explained. 
Their affinity is pointed out, by alle- 
gorical figures, and typical representa- 
tions. The period stipulated for re- 
warding merit is fixed, and the inimit- 
able moral to which that circumstance 
alludes is explained— the creation of 
the world is described, and many par- 
ticulars recited, all of which have been 
carefully preserved among Masons, and 
transmitted from one age to another, by 
oral tradition. 
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Circumstances of great importance 
to the fraternity are here particularized, 
and many traditional tenets and cus- 
toms confirmed by sacred and profane 
record. The celestial and terrestrial 
globes are considered — and here the 
accomplished gentleman may display 
his talents to advantage, in the eluci- 
dation of the Orders of Architecture, 
the Senses of human nature, and the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, which are 
severally classed in a regular arrange- 
ment. In short, this section contains 
a stotle of valuable knowledge, found* 
ed on reas6n and sacred record, both 
entertaining and instructive. 

Masonry is considered under two 
denominations--^- Operative and Specu- 
lative. ) 
I ' 

• By Operative Masonry, we allude to 
a proper application of the useful rules 
of architecture, whence a structure will 
derive figure, strength, and beauty ; 
and whence will result a due propor- 
tion and a just correspondence in all its 
parts. It furnishes us with dwellings, 
and convenient shelters from the vi- 
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elssitudes and inclemencies of seasons ; 
and while it displays the effects of hu« 
man wisdom, as well in the choice as 
in the arrangement of the sundry mate- 
rials of which an edifice is composed, 
it demonstrates that a fund of science 
and industry is implanted in man for 
the best, most salutary, and beneficent 
purposes. < 

By Speculative Masonry , we lear^ 
to subdue the passions, act upon the 
square, keep a tongue of good report* 
maintain secresy, and practice charity. 
It is so fer interwoven with religion, 
as to lay us under obligations to pay 
that rational homage to the Deity, 
which at oncfe constitutes our duty and 
our happiness. It leads the content 
plaiive to view with reverence and ad- 
miration the glorious works .of the cre- 
ation, and inspires him with the most 
exalted ideas of the perfections of his 
Divine Creator. 

" In six days the Lord made heaven, 
and earth, and rested on the seventh day 5 ' 
r~the seventh, diarefore, our ancient 
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brethren consecrated as a day of rest 
from their labours, thereby enjoying 
frequent opportunities to contemplate 
! the glorious works of creation, and to 
adore their great Creator.^ ^ . » \ 

The doctrine of the "Spheres is in- 
cluded in the science of astronomy, and 
particularly considered in this section. 

Globes. These are two artificial 
spherical bodies, on the convex sur- 
face of which are represented the coun- 
tries, seas, and various parts of the 
earth, the face of die heavens, the 
planetary revolutions, and other par- 
ticulars. 

The sphere, with the parts of the 
earth delineated on its surface, is call- 
ed the terrestrial globe — and that, with 
the constellations, and other heavenly 
bodies, the celestial globe. 

The Use of the Globes. Their prin- 
cipal use, beside serving as maps to 
distinguish the outward parts of the 
earth, and the situation of the fixed 
stars, is to illustrate and explain the 
phenomena arising from the annual 
F2 



revolution, and the diurnal rotation of 
the earth round ils own axis. They 
are the noblest instruments for improv- 
ing t^e mind, and giving it the most 
distinct idea of any problem or propo^ 
sition, as well as enabling it to solve 
the same. Contemplating these bo. 
dies, we are inspired w ith a due rqve-» 
rence for the Deity, and his works j 
and are induced to encourage the stu- 
dies of astronomy, geography, naviga- 
tion, and the arts dependent on them» 
by which society has been so much 
benefited. 

The orders of architecture come un- 
der consideration in this section; a 
brief description of them may therefore 
not be improper. . 

[ By Order in Architecture, is meant 
a system of all the members, propor- 
tions, and ornaments of columns and 
pilasters ; or, it is a regular arrange- 
ment of the projecting parts of a build- 
ing, which, united with those of a co- 
lumn, form a befiutifial, perfect, and 
complete whple: 



its Antiquity. From the first form- 
ation of society, order in architecture 
may be traced. When the rigour of 
seasons obliged men to contrive shel- 
ter from the inclemency of the weath- 
er, we learn that they first planted trees 
on end, and then laid others across, to 
support a covering. The bands which 
connected those trees at top and bot- 
tom, are said to have given rise to the 
idea of the base and capital of pillars ; 
and from this simple hint originally 
proceeded tl\e more improved art of 
architecture.^ 

.The five orders are, the Tuscan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compo- 
site, , 

The Tuscan is the most simple and 
solid of the five orders. It was invent- 
ed in Tuscany, whence it derives its 
name. Its column is seven diameters 
high; and its capital,. base, and entab- 
lature have but few mouldings* The 
simplicity of the construction of this 
column renders it eligible where orrtEU 
roent would be superfluous 
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The Doric i3 plain and natural ; it 
is the most ancient and was invented 
by the Greeks. Its column is eight 
diameters high, and has seldom ainy or- 
naments on base or capital, except 
mouldings ; though the frieze is dis- 
tinguished by trigfyphs and metopes/ 
and triglyphs contpose the ornaments 
of the frieze. The solid composition - 
of this order gives it a preference in 
structures where strength and a noble 
simplicity are chiefly required. 

The Doric is the best proportioned 
of all the orders. The several parts 
of which it is composed are founded 
on the natural position of solid bodies- 
In its first invention it was more sim- 
ple than in its present state. In after 
times, when it began to be adorned, it 
gained the natne of Doric ; for when 
it was constructed in its primitive and 
simple form, the name of Tuscan was 
conferred upon it. Hence the Tuscan 
precedes the Dorte in rank, on account 
of its resemblance to that pillar in its 
original state. 

The Ionic bears a< kind of mean 
proportion between the more solid and 
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delicate orders. Its column is ninp 
diameters high ; its capital is adorned 
with volutes, and its cornice has dent- 
als. There is both delicacy and inge- 
nuity displayed in this pillar ; the in- 
vention of which is attributed to the 
Ionians, as the famous temple of Diana, 
at Ephesus, was of this order. It is 
said to have been formed after the mo- 
del of an agreeable young woman, of an 
elegant shape, dressed in her hair ; as 
a contrast to the Doric order, which 
was formed after that of a strong robust 
man. 

The Corinthian is the richest of the 
five orders, and is deemed a master 
piece of art Its column is ten diam- 
eters high, and its capital is adorned 
with two rows of leaves, and eight vo- 
lutes, which sustain the abacus. The 
frieze is ornamented with curious de- 
vices, the cornice with dentals and. 
-modillions. The order is used in 
stately and superb structures. 

This order was invented at Corinth, 
•by Qallimachus, wl>o is said to haye 
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taken the hint of the capital of this pil- J 
lar from the following remarkable cir- ' 
cumstance : Accidentally passing by 
the tomb of a young lady, he perceiv- 
ed a basket of toys, covered with a tile, 
placed over an acanthus root, having 
been left there by her nurse. As the 
branches grew up, they encompassed 
the basket, till arriving at the tile, they 
met with an obstruction, and bent 
downwards. Callimachus struck witb 
the object, set about imitating the fi- 
gure ; the Vase of the capital he made 
to represent the basket— the abacus the 
tile-— and the volutes the bending 
leaves. 

The Composite is compounded of 
the other orders, and was contrived by 
the Romans. Its capital has the two 
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and 
the volutes of the Ionic. Its column 
has the quarter- round as the Tuscan 
and Doric order, is ten Diameters high, 
and its cornice ha$ dentals, or simple 
modillions. This pillar is generally I 
found in buildings where strength, elc- | 
gance, and beauty are displayed. 
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\ The ancient and original orders^ of 
architecture revered by Masons, are 
no more than three} the Doric, Ionic, 
and Corinthian^ which were indented 
by the Greeks, j To these the Romans 
have added two-Vthe Tuscan which 
they made plainer than the Doric — 
and the Composite, which was more 
ornamental, if not mqre beautiful than 
the Corinthian. The first three orders 
alone, however, show invention and 
particular character, and essentially 
differ frop each other — the two Qthers 
have nothing but what is borrowed, 
and differ only accidentally — the Tus- 
can is the Doric? in its earliest state — 
and the Composite is the Corinthian 
enriched with the Ionic. { To the 
Greeks, therefore, and not to the 
Romans, we are ' indebted for what is 
great, judicious, and distinct in archi- 
tecture, t 

An analysis of the human faculties 
is next given in this section, in which 
the five external senses particularly 
claim our attention ; these vszlHearingj 
Seeing^ Feelings Smelling and Tasting. 



•ft 

Hearing is that sense by which- we 
distinguish sounds, and are capable of 
enjoying all the agreeable charms of 
musick. By it we are enabled to en- 
joy the pleasures of society, and recipe 
locally to communicate to each other 
our thoughts and intentions, our pur- 
% poses and desires-^ while thus Qur rea- 
son is capable of exerting its utmost 
power 4 and energy. 

The wise and beneficent Author of 
nature intended, by the formation of 
this sense, that we should be social 
creatures, and receive the greatest and! 
most important part of our knowledge 
by the information of others. For 
these purposes we ate endowed with 
hearing, that,, by a proper exertion of 
our rational powers, otlr happiness 
rtiay be complete. 

Seeing is that sense by which we 
distinguish objects, and in an instant 
of time, without change of place or 
situation, view armies in battle array, 
figures of the most stately structures, 
and all the agreeable variety displayed 
in the landscape of nature. By this 
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• dense we find our way in the pathless 
ocean, traverse the globe of earth, de- 
termine its figure and dimensions, and 
delineate any region or quarter of it : - 
By it we measure the planetary orbs, 
and ntake new discoveries in the 
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more 
—by it we perceive the tempers and 
dispositions; the passions and affections 
of our fellow creatures, when they wish 
most to conceal them ; so that though 
the tongue may be taught to lie and 
dissemble, the countenance would dis- 
play the hypocrisy to the discerning 
eye. In ' fine the rays of light which 
administer to this sense, are the most 
astonishing parts of the animated crea- 
tion* and render, the eye a peculiar ob- 
ject of admiration. 

Of all the faculties sight is the no- 
blest. The structure of the eye, and 
its appertenances, evinces the admira- 
ble contrivance of nature for perform- 
ing all its various external and inter- 
nal motions — while the variety dis- 
played in the eyes of different animals, 
suited to their several ways of life, 

G 
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clearly demonstrates this organ to be 
the masterpiece of nature's works. 

Feeling is that sense by which we 
distinguish the different qualities of 
bodies-such as heat and cold, hardness 
and softness, roughness and smooth- 
ness, figure, solidity, motion, and ex- 
tension. 

These three senses, Hearing, See- 
ing, and Feeling, are deemed peculiar- 
ly essential among Masons. 

Smelling is that sense by which we 
distinguish odours, the various kinds of 
which convey different impressions to 
the mind. Animal and vegitable bo- 
dies, while exposed to the air, continu- 
ally send forth effluvia of vast subtilty, 
as well in the state of life and growth, 
as in the state of fermentation and pu- 
trefaction. These effluvia being drawn 
into the nostrils along with the air, are 
the means by which all bodies are 
smclled. Hence it is evident, th&t 
there is a manifest appearance of de- 
sign in the Great Creator's having 
planted the organ of smell in the in- 
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side of that canal* through which the 
air continually passes in respiration. 

Tasting enables us to make a propel: 
distinction in the choice of our food. 
The organ of this sense guards t he en- 
trance of the alimentary canal, as that 
of smelling guards the entrance of the ca- 
nal for respiration* From the situation 
of both these organs, it is plain that they 
were intended by nature to distinguish 
wholesome food from that which is 
nauseous. Every thing that enters 
into the stomach must undergo the 
scrutiny of tasting — and by it we are 
capable of discerning the changes 
which the same body undergoes in 
the different compositions of art, cook- 
ery, chemistry, pharmacy, &c. 

Smelling and tasting are inseparably 
connected, and it is by the unnatural 
kind of life men commonly lead in so- 
ciety, that these senses are rendered 
less fit to perform their natural offices. 

On the mind all our knowledge 
must depend— what therefore can be a 
more proper subject for the investiga- 
tion of Masons ? By anatomical dis- 
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section and observation, we become 
acquainted with the body— hut it is 
by the anatomy pf the mind alone we 
discover its powers and principles. 

To sum up the whole of this trans- 
cendent measure of God's bounty to 
man, we shall add, that memory, imagi- 
nation, taste, reasonings moral precep- 
tion, and all the active powers of the 
soul, present a vast and boundless 
field for philosophical disquisition, 
which far exceeds human inquiry, and 
are peculiar mysteries, known only to 
nature, and to nature's God, to whom 
we and all are indebted for creation, 
preservation, and every blessing wq 
enjoy. 

The seven liberal Arts and Sciences 
are next illustrated in this section ; it 
may not, therefore, be improper to in- 
sert here a short explanation of them. 

Grammar teaches the proper ar- 
rangement of words, according to the^ 
idiom or dialect of any particular peo- 
ple ; and that excellency of pronunci- 
ation which enables us to speak o*; 
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write a language with accuracy, agree- 
ably to reason and correct usage. 

Rhetorick teacfces us to speak co- 
piously and fluently on any subject, 
not merely with propriety alone, but 
with all the advantages of force and 
elegance ; wisely contriving to capti- 
vate the hearer by strength of argu- 
ment and beauty of expression, wheth- 
er it be to entreat and exhort, to admon- 
ish or applaud. 

Logick teaches ts to guide our rea- 
son discretionally, in the general 
knowledge of things, and directs our 
enquiries after truth. It consists of a 
regular train of .argument, whence we 
infer, deduce, and conclude, according 
to certain premises laid down, admit- 
ted, or granted ; and in it are employ- 
ed the faculties of conceiving, judg- 
ing, reasoning, and disposing ; all of 
which are naturally led on from one 
gradation to another, till the p^int in 
question is finallv determined. 
V G2 
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Arithmetick teaches the powers and 
properties ot numbers, which is vari- 
ously effected, by letters, tables, fi- 
gures, and instruments. By this art, 
reasons and demonstrations are given> 
for finding out any certain number, 
whose relation or affinity to another is 
already known or discovered* 

Geometry treats of the powers and 
properties of magnitudes in general,, 
where length, breadth, and thickness; 
are considered, from a point to a line y 
from a line to a superficies and from 
a superficies to a.so&d. 

A point is a dimensionless figure ; 
or an indivisible part of space. 

A line is a point continued, and a 
figure of one capacity, namely, length* 

A superficies is a figure of two di- 
mensions, namely, length and breadth. 

A solid is a figure of three dimen- 
sions, namely, lengthy breadth, and 
ihkkness. 
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' The advantages of Geometry. B> 
this science the architect is enabled tc 
construct his plans, and execute his de. 

r signs ; the general to arrange his sol 
diers ; the engineer to mark out grounc 
for encampments / the geographer tc 
give us the dimensions of the world, 
and all things therein contained, to de- 
lineate the extent of seas, and specif) 
the divisions of empires, kingdoms 
and provinces ; by it, also, the astro* 
nomer is enabled to make his observa 
tions, and to fix the duration of times 
and seasons, years and cycles. Ir 

< fine, geometry is the foundation of ar 
chitecture, and the root of the mathe 
maticks.J 

Mustek teaches the art of forming 
concords, so as to compose delight 
ful harmony, by a mathematical am 
proportional arrangement of acute 
grave, and mixed sounds. This ar 
by a series of experiments, is reduce 
to a demonstrative science, with respe< 
to tones, and the intervals of sound* 1 
enquires into the nature of conconj 
afiji discords, and enables us to fij| 
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out the proportion between them by 
numbers. 

Astronomy is that divine art, by 
which we are taught; to read the wis- 
dom, strength, and beauty of the Al- 
mighty Creator, in those sacred pages, 
the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by 
astronomy, we can observe the mo- 
tions, measure the distances, compre- 
hend the magnitudes, and calculate 
the periods and eclipses of the heav- 
enly bodies. By it we learn the use 
of the globes, the system of the world, 
and the preliminary law of nature, 
While we are employed in the study 
of this science, we must perceive un- 
paralleled instances of wisdom and 
goodness, and, through the whole cre- 
ation, trace the glorious Author by his 
works/ 

The moral advantages of geometry. 
. This is the first; and noblest of scien- 
ces ; it is the basis on which the su- 
per-structure of Masonry is erected. 
By geometry we may curiously trace 
nature, through her various windings, 
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to her most concealed recesses. By 
it we dissever the power, wisdom, and 
the goodness, of the Grand Artificer 
of the Universe, and view with delight, 
the proportions which connect this vast 
machine. By it we discover how the 
planets move in their different orbits, 
and demonstrate their various revolu- 
tions. By it we account for the return 
of seasons, and the variety of scenes 
which each season displays to the dis- 
cerning eye. Numberless worlds are 
around us, all framed by the same Di- 
vine Artist, which roll through the 
vast expanse, and are all conducted by 
the same unerring law. of nature, 

A survey of nature, and the obser- 
vation of her beautiful proportions, 
first determined man to imitate the di- 
vine plan, and study symmetry and or- 
der. This gave rise to societies, itf^gj£ 
birth to every useful art. The Arch**.;; 1 ? 
tect began to design, and the J>lans^ 
which he laid down, being improved ^ 
by experience and time, have produced 
works which are the admiration of eve-i 
rjage. ! 
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The lapse of time, the ruthless hand 
of ignoraiwe, and the devastations of 
war, have laid waste and destroyed ma- 
ny valuable monuments of antiquity, 
on which the utmost exertions of hu- 
man genius have been e mployed. Even 
the Temple of Solomon, so spacious 
and magnificent, and constructed by 
so many celebrated artists, escaped not 
the unsparing ravages of barbarous 
' force. Freemasonry, notwithstanding, 
has still survived. { The attentive ear 
receives the sound from the instruct- 
ive tongue, and the mysteries of Ma- 
sonry are safely lodged in the reposito- 
ry of faithful breasts. "Tools and im- 
plements of architecture are selected 
by the fraternity, to imprint on the me^ 
mory wise and serious thoughts ; and 
thus, through a succession of ages, 
lire transmitted, unimpaired, the excel- 
lent tenets of our institution, 

Thus end the two sections of the 
.Second Lecture, which, with the cere- 
mony used at opening and closing the 
lodge, comprehend the whole of the 
Second Degree of Masonry, This 
lecture contains a regular system of 
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science, demonstrated on the clearest 
principles, and established on the firm- 
est foundation. 
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CHAPTER V, 

fcE&ARKS ON THE LECTURE OP THfc 
THIRD DEGREE. 

This lecture is divided into Three 
Sections. 

The First Section. The ceremony 
of initiation into the third degree is 
particularly specified in this branch of 
the lecture, and here many other use- 
ful instructions are given. 

Such is the importance of this sec- 
tion, that we may safely declare, that 
the person who is unacquainted with 
it, is illy qualified to act as a riiler or 
governour of the work. 

The following passage bf scripture 
4rom Ecclesiastes 12th chap* is intro- 
duced during the ceremony : . 

" Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not f nor the years draw nigh, 
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when thou shalt say, I have no plea- 
sure in them : while the sun, or the 
light, or the moon, or the stars be not 
darkened, nor the clouds return after 
the rain : In the day when the keepers 
of the house shall tremble, and the 
strong men shall bow themselves, and 
the grinders cease because they are 
few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened; and the doors 
shall be shut in the streets, when the 
sound of the grinding is low ; x and he 
shall rise up at the voice of the bird ; 
and all the daughters 1 of musick shall 
be brought low : Also, when they shall 
be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the.ak 
„ mond tree shall flourish, and the .grass*, 
hopper shall be a burden, and desire 
shall fail ; because man goeth to his 
Idng home, and the mourners go about 
the streets : Or ever the silver cord be 
loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, 
or the pitcher be broken at the foun* 
tain, or the wheel broken at the cis- 
tern : Then shall the dust return to 
the earth as, it was ; and the spirit 
sfiall return unto God who gave it*" 
H 
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The working topis of a master Ma^ 
^on, which are illustrated in this sec- 
tion^are/all the implements of Mason- 
ry indiscriminately, but more espe? 
cially the Trowel. )' 

r. / 

Th$ TVmvel is an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons, to spread 
the cement which unites a building 
into one common mass ; but we, a$ 
free and accepted Masons, are taqght 
to make use of it for the more nobis 
and glorious purpose of spreading the 
cement of brotlierty k$)e and affection \ 
that cement which unites us into one 
sacred band, or society of friends and 
brothers, among whom no contention 
^hould ever exist, but that noble con- 
tention, or rather emulation, of whq 
best can work, or best agree r ♦ 

✓ 

The Seeond Section recites tfre \iv&^ 
torical tradition of the order, and pre* 
sents to view a finished picture, of the 
utmost consequence to the fraternity. . 
It exemplifies ah instance of virttjp, 
Jprtityde, and integrity, seldom equal- 



led* ancl never excelled, in the histoty 
of man. 



The Third Section illustrates certain 
' hieroglyphical emblems, and inculcates 
ftiany useful lessons, to extend know^ 
ledge and promote virtue. 

In this branch of the lecture, many 
particulars relative to king Solomon's 
Temple are considered* 

The construction of this grand edi- 
fice was attended with two remarkable 
circumstances. From Josephus we 
learn, that although seven years were 
occupied in building it, yet during 
the whole term it rained not in the 
day time, that the workmen might not. 
be obstructed in their labour: And 
from sacred history it appears^ that 
there was neither the sound of the 
hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron* 
heard in the house, while it tvas in 
building. 

This famous fahrick was supported 
byf fourteen hurtdred and fifty-three 
columns, and two thousand nine hun- 
dred and six pilasters ; all hewn fro» 
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the finest Parian marble.) .There Were 
employed in its building,(three Grand 
Masters 4 , three thousand and three 
hundred Masters, or overseers of the 
work ; eighty thousand Fellow Crafts ; 
and seventy thousand Entered Ap- 
prentices, or bearers of burdens. All 
these were classed and arranged in 
such a manner by the wisdom of So- 
lomon, that neither envy, discord, nor 
confusion were suffered to interrupt 
that universal peace and tranquility, 
which pervaded the world at this im- 
portant period. ^ 

The Three Steps usually delineated 
upon the Master's Carpet, are emblem- 
atical, of the three principal stages of 
human life, viz, youth, manhood, and 
age. In youth as Entered Appren- 
tices, we ought industriously to occupy 
our minds ki the attainment of useful 
knowledge : In manhood as Fellow 
Crafts, we should apply our know- 
ledge to the discharge of our respect- 
ive duties to God, our neighbours, and 
ourselves; that so in age as Master 
Masons, we may enjoy the happy re-« 
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flections fconsequent on a well sfjfettt 
life, and die in the hope of a glorious 
immortality; J 

The Pot of Incense is an emblem d 
a pure heart, which is always an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and as 
this glows wkh fervent heat* so should 
our hearts continually glow with gra* 
titude to the great and beneficent Au- 
thor of our existence, for the manifold 
blessings and comforts we enjoy* 

The Bee- Hive is "ah eltiblenl of in- 
dustry, and recotnmends the practice 
of that virtue to all created beings* 
from the highest seraph in heaven* to 
the lowest reptile of the dust. It teach- 
es us, that as we came into the world 
rational and intelligent beings, so we 
should ever be industrious ones ; ne- 
ver sitting down contented while our 
fellow creatures around us are in want, 
when it is in our power to relieve them 
without inconvenience to ourselves. 

When we take a survey of nature* 
we view man in his infancy, more 
helpless and indigent than the brutal 

H a 
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Creation ; he lies languishing for days, 
months, and years, totally incapable of 
providing sustenance for himself, of 
guarding against the attack of the wild 
beasts of the field, or sheltering him- 
self from the inclemencies of the weath- 
er. ; 

It might have pleased the great Cre- 
ator of heaven and earth to have made 
man independent of all other beings ; 
but, as dependence is one of the strong* 
est bonds of society, mankind were 
made dependent on each other for pro- 
tection and security, as they thereby 
enjoy better opportunities of fulfilling 
the duties of reciprocal love and friend- 
ship. Thus was man formed for so- 
cial and active life,- the noblest part of 
the work of God ; and he that will , so 
demean himself, as not to be endeav- 
ouring to add to the common stock of 
knowledge and understanding, may be 
deemed a drone in the hive of nature, 
a useless member of society, and un- 
worthy of our protection as Masons. 

The Book of Constitutions, guarded 
by the Tyler's Sword, reminds us that 



we should be ever watchful and guard- 
ed, in our thoughts, words, and actions, 
particularly when before the enemies 
of Masonry ; ever bearing in remem- 
brance those truly Masonick virtues, 
silence and circumspection. 

The Sword, pointing to a Naked 
Hearty demonstrates that justice will 
sooner or later overtake us ; and al- 
though our thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, may be hid from the eyes of man ; 
yet, that All Seeing Eye, whom the 
sun, moon y and stars obey, and under 
whose watcR care, even comets per- 
form their stuf>endous revolutions, per- 
vades the inmost recesses of the hu- 
man heart, and willr eward us ** accord- 
ing to our works." 

The Anchor and Ark are emblems 
of a well grounded hope, and a well 
spent life. They are emblematical of 
that divine Ark, which safely wafts us 
over this tempestuous sea of troubles, 
and that Anchor, which shall safely 
moor us in a peaceful harbour, where 
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the wicked cease from troubling, and 
the weary shall find rest* 

- The Forty- S&venth Problem of Eu- 
clid) was an invention of our ancient 
friend and brother, the great Pythago- 
ras, who, in his travels through Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, was initiated into 
several orders of priesthood, and raised 
to the sublime degree of Master Ma- 
son. This wise philosopher enriched 
his mind abundantly in a general 
knowledge of things, and more espe- 
cially in Geometry and Masonry ; on 
this subject he drew out many pro-* 
bkms and theorems, and among the 
most distinguished, he erected this* 
which, in the joy of his heart, he call- 
ed Uteka> in the Grecian language 
signii) ing, / have found it ; and upon 
the discovery of which, he is said to 
have sac rificed a hecatomb* It teach- 
es Masons to be general lovers of the 
arts and sciences. 

The Hour Glass is an emblem of 
human Jife. Behold! how swiftly the 
sands run, and how rapidly our lives 
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kte drawing - to a close. We caniioi 
ivithout astonishment behold the little 
particles which are contained in this. 

i machine, how they pass away almost 
imperceptibly, and yet to our surprise, 
in the short space of an hour they are 
all exhausted. Thus wastes man ; to- 
day he puts forth the tender leaves of. 
hope ; to-morrow, blossoms, and bears 
his blushing honours thick upon him ; 

I the next day comes a frost, which 
nips the shoot, and when he thinks 
his greatness is still aspiring, he falls, 
like autumn leaves, to enrich our 
mother earth* 

The Scythe is an emblem of time, , 
which cuts the brittle thread of life 
and launches us into eternity. Be- 
hold ! what havock the scythe of time 
makes among the human race ; if by 
chance we should escape the numer- 
ous evils incident to childhood and 
youth, and with health and vigour ar- 
rive to the years of manhood, yet 
withal we must soon be cut down by 
the all-devouring scythe of time, and 
' be gathered into the land where our 
fathers have gone before us, 

592291B , 
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CHAPTER VI. 

REMARKS ON THE LECTURE OP THfl* 
TOURTH DECREE, 

The First Section explains the mati^ 
ner of convocating and opening a 
iVlark Master's Lodges It teaches the 
stations and duties of the respective 
officers, an( * recapitulates the Mystick 
ceremony of introducing a candidate. 

In this section is exemplified the 
regularity and good order that Was ob- 
served by the Craftsmen on Mount 
Libanus, and in the plains and quarries 
of Zeradathah, and it ends with a 
beautiful display of the manner in which 
One of the principal events originated } 
which characterizes this degree. 

In the Second Section, thfe Mark 
Master is particularly instructed in the 
origin and history of this degree, imd 
the indispensable obligations he is un. 
der to stretch forth his assisting hand 
to the relief of an indigent and worthy 
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brother, tP a certain and specified ex? 
tent, k 

The progress made in architecture, 
particularly in the reisjn of Solomon, 
is remarked; the number of Artists 
employed in building the Temple of 
Jerusalem, and the privileges they en- 
joyed, are specified ; the mode of re- 
warding merit, and of punishing the 
guilty, are pointed out ; and the marks 
of distinction, which were conferred 
on our ancient brethren, as the rewards; 
of excellence, are named. 

In the course of the lecture the fol* 
lowing texts of Scripture are intro- 
duced, and explained, viz. 

Rev. chap. 2. " To him that over. * 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidU 
den manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth sav* 
jng him that receiveth it." 

it Chron. chap. 2. "And we will 
cut wood out ot Lebanon, as much as 
thou shalt need j and we will bring it 
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to thee in floats by sea to Joppa, and 
thou shalt cany it up to Jerusalem." 

Psalm 118. " The stone which the 
builders refused, is become the head 
stone of the corner." 

Matt. chap. 21. " Did ye never read 
in the Scriptures, the stone which the 
builders rejected, is become the head 
of the confer V* 

Mark, chap. 12. "And have ye 
not read this Scripture, The stone 
which the builders rejected is become 
the head of the corner ?" 

Luke., chap. 20. " What is this then • 
that is written, The stone which the 
builders rejected, is become the head 
of the corner ?" 

Acts, chap. 4. " This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you build- 
ers, which is become the head of the 
corner." 
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fiev. chap. 3. "He that hath a# 
ear to hear, let him hear/' 

Ezek. chap. 44. u Then he brought 
me back the way of the gate of the 
outward sanctuary, which looketh to* 
ward the east, and it was shut, 
Xhen said the Lord unto me, This 
gate shall be shut, it shall not be open- 
£d, and no man shall enter in by it; 
^because, the Lord, the God of Israel, 
fiath entered in by it, therefore, it shall 
jbeshut, It is for the prince; the prince, 
he shall sit in it to eat bread be- 
fore the Lord ; he shall enter by the 
way of the porch of that gate, and shall 
go out by the way of the same. And 
, the Lord said unto me, Son of man, 
mark well, and behold, with thine eyes, 
and hear with thine ears, all that I say 
unto thee concerning all the ordi- 
nances of the house of the Lord, and all 
the laws thereof ; and mark well the 
entering in of the house, with every 
going forth of the sanctuary*" 

The working tools of a Mark Master 
are the Qhisel and Mallet. 

I 
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The Chhel morally demonstrates 
the advantages of discipline and edu- 
cation. The mind like the diamond 
in its original state, is rude and unpo- 
lished ; but, as the effect of the chisel 
pn the external coat soon presents to 
view the latent beauties of the diamond* 
so education discovers the latent vir- 
tues of the mind, and draws them forth 
to range the large field of matter and, 
space, to display the summit of human 
knowledge, our duty to God and tq 
inan. 

The Mallet morally teaches to cor- 
rect irregularities, and to reduce man 
to a proper level; so that, by quiet 
deportment, he may, in the school of • 
discipline, learn to be content What 
the mallet is to the workman, enlight- 
ened reason is to the passions ; it 
curbs ambition, it depresses envy, it 
moderates anger, and it encourages 
good dispositions ; whence arises 
among good Masons that comely or- 
der, 
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Which nothing gives or nothing can de- 
stroy— 

The soul's calm sup-shine, and the heart* 
felt joy* 



106 



CHAPTER VII. 

'REMARKS ON THE FIFTH DEGREE,' 
OR PAST MASTER. 

This degree should be carefully 
studied, and well understood, by every 
Master of a lodge. It treats of the gov* 
eminent of our society ; the disposi- 
tion of our rulers ; and illustrates their 
requisite qualifications. It includes 
the ceremony of opening and closing 
lodges in the several preceding de- 
grees ; and also the forms of installation 
and consecration, in the grand lodge, 
as well as private lodges. It compre- 
hends the ceremonies at laying the 
foundation stones of publick buildings, 
and also at dedications and at funerals, 
by a variety of particulars explanatory 
of those ceremonies. 

As this lecture abounds with forms 
and some ceremonies, not used in a 
lodge of Past Masters, when this de- 
gree is conferred; only the address 
given the candidate at his initiation,* 
will appear under this head. 
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The Master elect, having signified 
his cordial submission to the rules and 
obligations appertaining to this degree, 
is invested with his jewel and thus ad- 
dressed: 

Brother A. B. in consequence of your 
cheerful conformity to the charges and 
regulations of the order y you are now 
to be installed Master of this lodge, 
in full confidence of your care, skill, 
and capacity to govern the same. 

1 invest you with the honourable 
badge of the office of Master of this 
lodge. And now present you the in- 
signia of your office and the necessary 
furniture of your lodge. The various 
implements of the profession, are em- 
blematical of our conduct in life, and 
upon this occasion, I present you with 
the Holy Writings, that great light in 
Masonry, will guide you to all truth ; it 
will dfcect your paths to the temple of 
happiness, and point out to you the* 
whole duty of man. 

_ The Square teaches to regulate our 
actions by the rule and line, and to 
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harmonize our conduct by the princi- 
ples of morality and virtue. 

The Compass teaches to limit oiir 
desires in every. station, that, rising to 
eminence by merit, we may live re- 
spected, and die regretted. * 

The Rule directs, that we should 
punctually observe our duty ; press 
forward in the path of virtue, and 
neither inclining to the right nor left, 
in all our actions have eternity in 
view. 

The Line teaches the criterion of 
moral rectitude, id avoid dissimula- 
tion in conversation and action, and to 
direct our steps to the path which 
leads to immortality. 

The Book of Constitutions you are 
* to search at all times. Cause it to be 
read in your lodge, that none may 
pretend ignorance of the excellent pre? 
cepts it enjoins. 
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Lastly* you receive in charge th$ 
Bye Laws of your lodge which you 
are to see carefully and punctually 
executed* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

REMARKS ON THE SIXTH OR MOST 
EXCELLENT MASTER'S DEGREE. 

None but the meritorious and praise- 
worthy ; none but those who through 
diligence and industry have progressed 
far towards perfection ; none but those 
who have been seated m the Oriental 
Chairs by the unanimous suffrages of 
their brethren, can be admitted to thia 
degree of Masonry, 

In its . original establishment, wheit 
the Temple of Jerusalem was finished, 
and the fraternity celebrated the cape- 
stone with great joy, it is demonstrate 
that none but those who had proved 
themselves to be complete. Masters* of 
their profession were admitteikto this 
honour ; and indeed the dutieHncum^ 
bent on every Mason, who is acqppted 
and acknowledged as a Most Excel- 
lent Master, are such as render it in- 
dispensable that he should have a per- 
fect knowledge of all the preceding de- 
grees* 
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One of the following passages of 
Scripture is rehearsed at opening* ac- 
companied by solemn ceremonies .; 

Psalm 24* " The earth is the Lord's^ 
and the fullness thereof; the world, 
^and they that dwell therein. For he 
bath founded it upon the seas, and es- 
tablished it upon the floods. Who 
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ? 
and who shall stand in his holy place ?. 
he that hath clean hajadsj' and a pure 
■heart ; who hath not lifted up his soul 
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
•He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation. This is the genera- 
tion of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face* O Jacob. Selah. Lift up 
your heads, O ye gate's* and be ye lift- 
ed upffre everlasting doors* and the 
KingJf glory shall come in; Who is 
this £ing of glory ? The Lord, strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors, .and 
the King of glory shall come in. Whb 



is this King of glory? The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory- Selah.? 

Psalm' 122. 1 was glad?when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord. Our feet shall stand with* 
in thy gates, (3 Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
is builded as a city that is compact to* 
gether : whither the tribes go up, th$ 
tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony 
of Israel, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord. For there are set thrones 
of judgment, the thrones of the house, 
of David- 

" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem :> 
they shall prosper that love thee. Peace 
be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. For my brethren 
and companions 9 sakes, I will now say, 
peace be within thee. Because of the 
house of the Lord our God, I ^11 seek 
thy good." ^ 

The following passages of Scrfoturf 
are also introduced, accompanied with 
solemn ceremonies. 



ii. Chrm. chap. 6. "Then said 
Solomon, The Lord hath said, that hier 
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would dwell in the thick darkness ; But; 
I have built an house of habitation for 
thee, and a place for thy dwelling for 
ever. 

" And the king turned his face and 
blessed the whole congregation of Is- 
rael; And he said blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, who hath with 
bis hands fulfilled that which he spake 
with his mouth to my father David, 
saying, Since the day I brought my 
people out of the land of Egypt, I chose 
no city among all the tribes of Israel 
to build an house in, that my name 
might be there ; neither chose I any 
man to be a ruler over my people Isra- 
el ; but I have chosen Jerusalem, that 
my name might be there ; and I have 
chosen David to be over my people 
Israel. 

" Nov, it was in the heart of David 
my famer to build an house for the 
name of the Lord God of Israel. 
*But the Lord said to David my father, 
Forasmuch as it was in thine heart to 
build an house for my name, thou didst 
well in that it was in thine heart ; not- 
withstanding thou shalt not build the 



house ; but thy son, which shall came 
forth out of thy loins, he shall build 
the house for my name. The Lord* 
therefore, hath performed his word that 
he hath spoken • for I am risen up \t\ 
the room of David my father; and an^ 
set on the throne of Israel,, as the Lor<| 
promised, and have built the house for 
the name of the Lord God of Israel \ 
and in it I have put the ark, wherein i$ 
the covenant of the Lord, jthat lie hatfy 
made with the children of Israel. 

" And he stood before the altar of 
the Lord in the presence of all the com 
gregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands and said ; Lord God of 
Israel, there is no God like thee in hea^ 
ven nor in earth ; which keepest cove, 
nant and showest mercy unto tlfy ser. 
vant David my father, that which thou 
hast promised him; and spakest with 
thy mouth and hast fulfilled it with 
thine hand as it is this day. Now, 
therefore, O Lord .God of Israel, keep 
with thy servant David my father, that 
which thou hast promised, saying, 
There shall not fail thee a man in my 
sight to sit upojv thp throng of Israel ; 
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yet so that thy children take heed to 
their way to walk in my law, as thou 
j hast walked before me. Now then, O 
/ Lord God of Israel, let thy word be 
f verified, which thou hast spoken unto 
thy servant David, (But will God in 
very deed dwell with men on earth ! 
Behold, heaven, and the heaven of hea- 
vens, cannot contain thee; how much 
i less this house which I have builded ?) 
Have respect, therefore, to the prayer of 
thy servant, and to his supplication, O 
Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry 
and the prayer winch thy servant pray, 
eth before thee : that thine eyes may be 
open upon this house day and night, 4 
upon the place whereof thou hast said, 
that thou wouldest put thy name there ; 
to hearken unto the prayer which thy 
servant prayeth toward this place. 
4 * Hearken, therefore, unto the sup. 
I plications of thy servant, and of thy peo- 
ple Israel, which they shall make to- 
ward this place ; hear thou from thy 
dwelling place, even from heaven ; and, 
when thou hearest, forgive. 
" If a man sin against his neighbour, 
. ami an oath be laid upon him to make 
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hipn swear, and the oath come before 
thine altar in this house : Then hear 
thoq from heaven, and do, and judge 
tfty servants, by requiting the wicked, 
by recompensing his way upon his own 
head, and by justifying the righteous, 
by giving him according to his right- 
eousness, 

" And if thy people Israel be put to 
the worse before the enemy, because 
they have sinned against thee, and shall 
return and confess thy name, and pray 
and make supplication before thee in 
this house ; then hear thou from the 
heavens and forgive the sin of thy peo- 
ple Israel, and bring them again unto 
the land which thou gavest to them, 
and to their fathers, 

" When the heaven is shut up, and 
there is no rain, because they have sin- 
ned against thee ; yet if they pray to* 
ward this place, and confess thy name, 
$nd turn from their sin when thou dost 
afflict them ; Then hear thou from hea- 
ven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, 
and of thy people Israel, when thou 
hast taught tlfcm the good way where- 
in they should walk ; and send rain up* 
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on thy land, which thou hast givetl {fail 
to thy people for an inheritance. 

" If there be dearth in the land, it 

[ there be pestilence, if there be blast- : 

f ing or mildew, locusts or caterpillers; : 
if their ert'eitiies besiege them in 
the cities of theif landj whatso- 
ever sore, or whatsovfcr sickness there 
be : Then what prayer, far what sup- 

. plication soever, shall be made of any 

| man, or of all thy people Israel, when 
every one shall know his own sore, and- 
his 0\Vn grief, and shall sprfead forth 

' his hands in this house ; Theti hear 
thou from heaven thy dwelling place, 
and forgive, and render unto every 
man according unto all his ways, 
whose heart thou knowest ; (for thou 
only knowest the hearts of the children 
6f men;) That they may fear thee, to 
walk in thy ways so long as they live 

| in the land which thou gavest unto out 

I fathers^ 

" Moreover, Concerning the strange*, 
which is not of thy people Israel, but 
is come from a far country for thy 
great name's sake, and thy mighty 
tend and thy stretched out arm ; if 

i 
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they come and pray in this hotise i theft 
hear thou from the heavens, even from 
thy dwelling plaqe, and do according 
to all that the stranger calleth to thee 
for j that all the people oi the earth 
may know thy name, and fear thee, as 
doth thy people Israel ; and may know 
that this house which I have built, is 
Galled by thy name. 

" If thy people go out to war against 
their enemies by the way that thou shalt 
send them, and they pray unto thee to- 
ward this city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built 
for thy name : Then hear thou from 
the heavens their prayer and their sup- 
plication, and maintain their cause. 

u If they sin against thee, (for there 
is no man which sinncth not,) and thou 
be angry with them, and deliver them 
over before their enemies, and they 
carry them away captives into a land 
far off or near; yet if they bethink 
themselves in the land whither they 
are carried captive, and turn and pray 
unto thee in the land of their captivi- 
ty, saying, We have sinned, we have 
done amiss, and have dealt wickedly ir 
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if they return to thee with all their 
heart, and with alt their soul, in the , 
land of their captivity, whither they 

t have carried them captives, and pray 

r toward their land, which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, and toward the city 
which thou hast chosen, and toward 
the house which I have built for thy 
name : Then hear thou from the heav- 
ens, even from thy dwelling place, their 

f prayer and their supplications, and 
maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people which have sinned against thee. 

" Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, 
thine eyes be open, and let thine ears 
be attent unto the prayer that is made 
in this place. 

"Now, therefore, arise, O Lord 
God, into thy resting place, thou, and 
the ark of thy strength : let thy priests, 

| O Lord God, be clothed with salva- 
tion, and let thy saints rejoice in good- 
ness. 

" O Lord God, turn not away the 
face of thine anointed : remember tlte 
mercies of David thy servant." 
K2 
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Chap. 7. "Now when Solomorc I 
had made an end of praying, the fire 
came down from heaven and consumed 
the burnt offering and the sacrifices ; 
and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house. And the priests could not en- J 
ter into the house of the Lord, because 
the glory of the Lord had filled the 
Lord's house. 

u And when all the children of Isra- 
el saw how the fire came down, and 
the glory of the Lord upon the house, 
they bowed themselves with their feces 
to the ground upon the pavement, and 
worshipped, and praised the Lord, say- 
ing, For he is good : for his mercy 
endureth for ever." 

Chap. 9. "And when the queen 
of Sheba had seen the wisdom of So- 
lomon, and the house that he had built, 
and the meat of his table, and the sit- 
ting of his servants, and the attendance 
of his ministers, and their apparel ; his 
cup-bearers also, and their apparel ; 
and his ascent by which he went up 
into the house of the Lord j there was 
no more spirit in her. And she said 



to the king, It was a true report which 
I heard in mine own land of thine acts, 
and of thy wisdom Howbeit, I be- 
lieved not their words until I came^ 
and mine eyes had seen it : and behold, 
the one half of the greatness of thy 
wisdom was not told me : for thou ex- 
ceedest the fame that I heard. Hap- 
py are thy men t and happy are these 
thy servants, which stand continually 
before thee, and hear thy wisdom* 
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which 
delighteth in thee, tor set thee on hh 
throne, to be king for the Lord thy 
God % because thy God loved Israel, 
to establish them for ever, therefore, 
made he thee king aver them, to do 
judgment and justice." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

REMARKS ON THE SEVENTH, OB. DE- 
GREE of Royal arch masons 

This degree is indescribably more 
august, sublime, and important, than 
all which precede it ; and is the sum- 
mit and perfection of ancient Mason- 
ry. It impresses on our minds a be- 
lief of the being and existence of a Su- 
preme Deity, 44 without beginning of 
days or end of years and reminds us 
of the reverence due his holy name. 

This degree brings to light many 
essentials of the Craft, which were for 
the space of four hundred and seventy 
years buried in darkness ; and without 
a knowledge of which the Masonick 
character cannot be complete. 

The following passage from ii. Thes- 
safonians, chap. 3. is read at the open- 
ing: 

" Now we command you, brethren^ 
that ye withdraw yourselves from eve- 
ry brother that walketh disorderly, and 

* 
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riot after the tradition which ye re- 
ceived of us- For yourselves know 
how ye ought to follow us, for we be-* 
havea ourselves not disorderly among 
you. Neither did we eat any mart's 
oread, for nought, but wrought with 
labour, and travel day and night, that 
We might not be chargeable to any of 
you. Not because we have not pow- 
er, but to make ourselves an example 
unto you to follow us. For even when 
We were with you, this we commanded 
yotij that if ^ny would not work nei- 
ther should tie eat : For we hear there 
are somtTwho walk among you disor- 
derly, working not at all, but are busy 
bodies. &ow them that are such we 
command and exhort, that with quiet- 
ness they work, and eat their own 
bread. But ye brethren be not weary 
in well doing. And if any man obejr 
not our word, note that man, and have 
no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. Yet count -him not as an 
enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
Now,theLordof peace himself give you 
peace always. The salutation of Paul, 
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\vith mine own hand, which is the id- 
ken ; So I write*" 

The lecture of this degree is divided 
into two sections* and should be 
well understood by every Royal Arch 
Mason ; upon an accurate acquaint- 
ance with it, will depend his usefulness 
at our assemblies ; and without it, he 
Will be unqualified to perform the du- 
ties of the various stations in which 
his services may be required by the 
Chapter. 

*Fhe First Section opens to our vieifr tf 
large field for contemplation and stiidy. ; 
It furnishes us with many interesting 
particulars relative to the state of the 
fraternity, during and Since the reign oil- 
King Solomon \ and illustrates the 
fcauses and consequences of some very 
important events which occurred dur- : 
ihg his reign. 

This section explains the mode of 
government in this class of Masons ; 
It designates the appellation, number* 
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find situation, of the several officers j 
and points out the purposes and duties 
*f their respective actions. 

The Second Section contains much 
valuable historical information, and 
proves beyond the power of contradic- 
tion, and in the most striking colours 
that prosperity and happiness are ever 
the ultimate consequences of virtue and 
justice, while disgrace and ruin invari- 
ably fellow 4fee practices of vice and 
immorality:, 

A proper arrangement, of the follow- 
ing passages of Scripture and remarks, 
is essentially necessary to be observed 
in every chapter qf rqya.l aiich 
masons. • 

Isaiah, chap. 42, 4< I will bring the" 
blind by a way that they know not : 
I will lead them in paths that they have 
not known ; I will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked things 
straight : These things will 1 do unto 
them, and will not forsake theim*'* 
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Exodus^ chap. 3, "Now Moses 
kept the flock of Jethro his father in 
law, the priest of JMidian > and he le4 
the flock to the backside of the desert, 
and came to the mountain of Gpd, even 
to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush : and he look- 
ed, and behold the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed. And 
Moses said, I will now turn aside, and 
see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burned. And when thf^ord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God, failed un- 
to him out of the midst of the bbsh, 
and said, Moses, Motes ! And he said 
here am I. And he said draw not nigh 
hither : put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the pltce whereon thou stand- 
est is holy ground. Moreoyer he sd id 
I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, * the God of Isaac, and tbfc 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, 
lot he was afraid to look upon God." 

ii. Chrcn. chap. 36. "Zedekiah 
was one and twenty years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned eleven 
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years in Jerusalem. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord his God, and humbled not him- 
self before Jeremiah the prophet, speak- 
ing from the mouth ofithe Lord. And 
he also rebelled against king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and stiffened his neck, and 
hardened his heart, from turning unto 
the Lord God of Israel. 

" Moreover all the chief of the priests 
and the phople transgressed very much 
after all the abominations of the heath- 
en, and polluted the house of the Lord, 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 
And the Lord God of their fathers sent 
to them by his messengers ; because 
he had compassion on his people, arid 
on his dwelling place. But they mock- 
ed the messengers of God, and des- 
pised his words, and misused his proph* 
ets, till # the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, till there was 
oo remedy. Therefore, he brought 
upon them the king of the Chaldees, 
who slew their young men with the 
sword, in the house of their sanctuary, 
and had no compassion upon young 
L 
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man of maiden, old man or him that 
stooped for age : he gave them all into 
his hand. And all the vessels of the 
house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and 
the treasures of the king, and of his prin- 
ces ; all these he brought to Babylon. 
And they burnt the house of God, and 
brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and 
bunrt all the palaces thereof with fire, 
and destroyed all the goodly vessels 
thereof. And them that had escaped 
from the sword carried he away to Ba- 
bylon, where they were servants to him 
and his sons, until the reign of the 
kingdom of Persia," 

Ezra, chap. 1. " Now, in the first 
year of Cyrus, king of Persia, the.Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put 
it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; and hehathchargedmeto 
build him an house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah : Who is there among you 
of all his people ? his God be* with 
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\%\m, and let him go up to Jerusalem* 
which is in Judah, andbuild the house 
of the Lord God of Israel which is in 
Jerusalem*" 

Exodus^hap. 3* "Arid Moses said 
unto God, Behold, when I come unto 
the children of Israel, and shall say un- 
to them, The God of your fathers hath 
sent me unto you ; and they shall say 
to me, What is his name ? what shall 
I say unto them ? And God said unto 
Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and 
he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you«" 

Psalms 141, 142, and 143. ' " Lord, 
I cry unto thee ; make haste unto me ; 
give ear unto my voice. Let my 
prayer be set forth before thee as in* 
* cense, and the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice* Set a watch, 
O Lord, before my mouth ; keep the 
door of my lips. Incline not my heart 
to any evil thing* to practice wicked 
works with men that work iniquity : 
Let the righteous smite me, it shall Be 
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a kindness ; and let him reprove me, 
it shall be an excellent oil. mine eyes 
are unto thee, O God the Lord : in 
thee is my trust ; leave not my soul 
destitute. Keep me from the snares 
which they have laid for «ne, and the J 
. gins of the workers of iniquity. Let 
the wicked fall into their own nets, > 
whilst that I withal escape." 

" I cried unto the Lord with my 
voice ; with my voice unto the Lord 
did I make my supplication. I pour- 
ed out my complaint before him : I 
showed before hir n my trouble. When 
my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 
then thou knewest my path : in the 
way wherein I walked have they privi- 
ly laid a snare for me. I looked on 
my right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me : 
refuge failed me : no man cared for 
'my soul. I cried unto thee, O Lord : 
I said, Thou art my refuge, and my 
portion in the land of the living. At- 
tend unto my t:ry ; for I am brought , 
very low : deliver me from my perse- 
cutors ; for they are stronger than I. 
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Bring my soul out of prison, that t 
may praise thy name*" 

"Hear my prayer/ O Lord ; give 
ear to my supplications ; in thy faith- 
fulness answer me, and in thy right- 
eotmess. Aruf enter not into judgment 
with thy servant ; for in thy sight shall 
no man living be justified. For the 
enemy hath percecuted my soul ; he 
hath smitten my life down to the 
ground ; he hath -made me to dwell in 
darkness. Therefore is my spirit over- 
whelmed within me ; my heart within 
is desolate. Hear me speedily, O 
Lord ; my spirit faileth ; hide not thy 
face from me, lest I be like unto them 
* that go down into the pit. Cause me 
to hear thy loving kindness in the mor- 
ning; form thee oo I put my trust ; cause 
me to know the way wherein I should 
walk ; for I lift up my soul unto thee. 
Teach me to do thy will ; for thou art my, 
God ; bring my soul out cf trouble, 
and of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, 
for T am thy servant." 
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Exodus, chap* 4. " And Moses an- 
swered and said, But behold, they will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto my 
voice: for they will say, The Lord 
hath not appeared unto thee. And the I 
Lord said unto him, what is that in 
thine hand ? And he safd,' a rod. And 
he said, Cast it on the ground ; and he 
cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent ; and Moses fled from before 
it. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by 
the tail. And he put forth his hand 
and caught it, and it be came a rod in 
his hand. That they may believe that 
the Lord God of your fathers, die God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, hath appeared unto 
thee. 

" And the Lord said furthermore un- 
to him, Put now thine hand into thy 
bosom ; and he put his hand into his 
bosom ; and when he took it out, be. 
hold, his hand was leprous as snow. 
And he said put thine hand into thy bo- 
som again ; and he put his hand into 
his bosom again, and plucked it out of 
his bosom, and behold, it was turned 
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again as his other flesh. ■ And it shall 
come to pass, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken to the voice of 
the first sign, that they will believe the 
voice of the latter sign. 

" And it shall come to pass, if they 
will not believe also these two signs, 
neither hearken unto thy voide, that 
thou shalt take of the water of the river, 
and pour it upon the dry land : and the 
water which thou takestout of the river, 
shall become blood upon the dry land." 

Jffaggaij chap. 2. "In the seventh 
month, in the one and twentieth day of 
the month, came the word of the Lord 
by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak 
now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtid, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, and to 
the residue of the people saying, Who 
is left among you that saw this house 
in her first glory ? and how do ye see it 
now ? is it not in your eyes in com- 
parison of it as nothing ? Yet now be 
strong, O Zerubbabel, and be strong, 
O Joshua son of Josedech, the high 
priest ; and be strong, all ye people of 
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the land and work ; for I am *ith yoti> 
according to the word which I coven- 
anted with you when you came out of 
Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among 
you : fe* ye not, for thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, yet once, it is a little 
while, and I will shake the heavens* 
and the' earth, and the sea* and the dry 
land ; and I will shake all the nations, 
and the desire of all nations shall come, 
and I will fill this house with glory* 
The silver is ihine, and the gold is 
mine. The glory of this latter house 
shall be greater than of the former, and 
in this place will I give peace. 

" In that day will I take thee ; O 
Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of 
Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make 
thee as a signet; for I have chosen 
thee." 

Zechariah) chap. 4. " This is the 
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might nor power, but 
by my spirit. Who art thou, O great 
imuntain? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain, and he shall 
bring forth the head stoijp thereof with 
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shouting, crying Grace, Grace, unto 
it. Moreover the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid thfe foundation 
of this house, his hands shall also finish 
it ; and thou shalt know that the Lord 
of hosts hath sent me unto you. For 
who hath despised the day of small 
things ? For they shall rejoice, and 
shall see the plummet in the hands of 
Zerubbabel with those seven." 

John, chap. L " In the beginning 
was the Word and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him ; 
and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. And 
the light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not." 

Deuteronomy, chap. 31. " And it 
came to pass when Moses had made 
an end of writing the words of the law 
in a book, until they were finished, 
that Moses commanded the Levites 
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which bare the ark of the covenant of 1 
the Lord, saying, Take this book of ] 
the law, and put it in the side of the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, that it may be there for a witness 
against thee." 

Exodus, chap. 25* " And thou shalt 
put the mercy seat above, upon the j 
ark ; and in the ark thou shalt put the j 
testimony that I shall give thee." 

Exodus, chap. 26. " And Moses 
said, This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded. Fill an omer of the man- 
na, to be kept for your generations ; 
that they may see the bread wherewith 
I have fed you in the wilderness, when 
I brought you forth from the land of 
Egypt. And Moses said unto Aaron* 
Take a pot and an omer full of manna 
therein, and lay it up before the Lord, 
to be kept for your generations* As 
the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron 
laid it up before the testimony to b.e 
kept."- 
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Numbers, chap. 17. " And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod 
again before the testimony, to be kept 
for a token." 

Hebrews, chap. 9. " For there was a 
tabernacle made ; the first, wherein 
was the candlestick, and the table, and 
the shew-bread ; which is called The 
Sanctuary ; and after the second vail the 
tabernacle, which is called The Holiest 
of all : which had the golden censer, 
and the ark of the covenant overlaid 
round about with gold, wherein was 
the golden pot that had manna, and 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the ta- 
bles of the covenant ; and over it the 
cherubims of glory, shadowing the 
mercy seat ; of which we cannot now 
particularly speak." 

Amos* chap. 9. " In that day will I 
raise up the tabernacle of David that 
is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof, and I will raise up his ruins, 
and I will build it as in the days of 
old," 
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Exodus y chap. 6. " And God spake 
unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 
the Lord ; and I appeared unto Abra- 
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 
the name of God Almighty, but by 
my name Jehovah was I not known 
to them." 

Every Royal Arch Mason is re- 
quested to read with purticular atten- 
tion the i. Kings, 8th chapter. The 
compiler considers the 8th and 9th 
verses of so much importance to every 
one who would wish to have every 
thing arranged with propriety in this 
degree, that he has transcribed them. 

" And they drew out the staves, that 
the end of the staves were seen out in 
the holy place before the oracle, and 
they were not seen without* and 
there they are unto this day. There 
was nothing in the ark save the two 
tables of stone, which Moses put there 
at Horeb, when the Lord mad? a co- 
venant with the children of Israel, 
when they came out of the land of 
Egypt" 
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CHAPTER X. 

historical remarks relating, 
to king Solomon's temple. 

These cannot be uninteresting to a Moijal 
Arch Mason. 

This famous fabrick was situated on 
"Mount Moriah, near the place where 
Abraham was about to offer up his son 
Isaac, and where David met and ap- 
peased the destroying angel. It was 
begun in the fourth year of the reign 
of Solomon ; the third after the death 
of David ; four hundred and eighty 
years after the passage of the Red Sea, 
and on the second day of the month 
Zif, being the second month of the sa- 
cred year, which answers to the 21st 
of April, in the year of the world, 
two thousand nine hundred and ninety, 
two, and was carried on with such pro- 
digiojus speed, that it was finished, in 
all its parts, in little more than seven 
years. 
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By the Masonick art, and the wise 
regulations of Solomon, every part of 
the building, whether of stone, brick, 
timber, or metal, was wrought and 
prepared before they were brought to 
Jerusalem ; so that the only tools made 
use of in erecting the fabrick, were 
wooden instruments prepared for that 
purpose. The noise of the axe, the 
hammer, and every other tool of metal, 
was confined to the forests of Leba- 
non, where the timber was procured, 
and to Mount Libanus, and the plains 
and quarries of Zeradathah, where the 
stones were raised, squared, marked, 
and numbered ; that nothing might be . 
heard among the Masons at Jerusalem, 
but harmony and peace. 

In the year of the world, three thou- 
sand and twenty nine, king Solomon 
died, and was succeeded by his son 
Rehoboam, who, immediately after the 
death of his father, went down to She- 
chem, where the chiefs of the people 
were met together to proclaim him 
ting, 
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u When Jeiroboam, the son of Ne- 
bat, who was in Egypt, whither he 
had fled from the presence of Solo- 
mon, and whose ambition had long as- 
pired to the throne* heard of the death 
of the king, he hastened to return from 
Egypt) to put himself at the head of 
the discontented tribes* and lead them 
on to rebellion. He accordingly as- 
sembled them together, and came to 
king Rehoboam, and spake to him after 
this manner: Thy father made our 
yoke grievous; now, therefore, ease 
somewhat the grievous servitude of 
thy father, and his heavy yoke that he 
put upon us, and we will jaerve thee. 
And he said unto them, Come again 
unto me after three days* And the 
people departed. And king Reho- 
boam took counsel with the old men 
that had stood before Solomon his fa- 
ther while he yet lived, saying, What 
counsel give ye me, to return answer 
to this people ? And they spake Unto 
him, saying, If thou be kind unto this 
people, and please them, and speak 
good words to them, they will be thy 
servants forever. But he forsook the 
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counsel which the old men gave braj^ 
and took counsel with the young men 
that were brought up with him, that 
stood before him. And he said unto 
them, What advice give ye, that we 
may return answer to this . people^ 
which have spoken to me* saying, 
Ease somewhat the yoke that thy fa- 
ther did put upon us ? And the young 
men that were brought up with him 
spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt 
thou answer the people that spake unto 
thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it somewhat 
lighter for us ; thus shalt thou say unto 
them, My little finger shall be thicker 
than my father's loins. For, whereas 
my father put a heavy yoke upon you, 
I will put more to your yoke : my fa- 
ther chastised you with whips, but I 
will chastise you with scorpions. So 
Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam on the third day, as the 
king bade, saying, Come again to^me, 
on the third day. And the king an- 
swered them roughly ; and king Re- 
hoboam forsoook the counsel of the . 
old men ; and answered them after the * 
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counsel of the young men* And when 
all Israel saw that the king would not 
hearken unto them, the people answer- 
ed the king, saying, What portion have 
we in David ? and we have none in-' 
heritance in the son of Jesse : every 
man to your tents, O Israel : and now, 
David, see to thine own house. So 
all Israel went to their tents. 

" But as for the children of Israel , 
that dwelt in the cities of Judah and 
Benjamin, Rehoboam reigned over 
them." 

In this manner were the tribes of 
Israel divided, and under two distinct 
governments, for two hundred and fifty- 
four years ; when the ten revolted 
tribes, having become weak and dege- 
nerated, by following the wickedness 
and idolatry of the kings who govern- 
ed them, fell a .prey to Salmanazer, 
king of Assyria, who, in the reign of 
Hoshea, king of Israel, besieged the 
city of Samaria, laid their country 
waste, and utterly extirpated their go* 
vernment. Such was the wretched 
fete of a people who disdained subjec- 
M 2 
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tton to the laws of the house of Da* 
vid, and whose impiety and effeminacy 
ended in their destruction. 

After a series of changes arid events* 
of which an account may be found i* 
the history of the temple, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, with his for- 
ces, took possession of Jerusalem, and 
having made captive Jehoiachim, the 
king of Judah, elevated his uncle, Ze- 
dekiah, to the throne, after binding him 
by a solemn oath neither to make in* 
novations in the government, nor to 
take part with the Egyptians, in their 
wars against Babylon. • 
At the end of eight years Zedekiaft 
violated his oath to Nebuchadnezzar, 
by forming a treaty offensive and de- 
fensive with the Egyptians ; thinking 
that jointly they could subdue the king 
of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar imme- 
diately marched, and . ravaged Zede- 
kiah's country, seized bis castle and 
fortress, and proceeded to the siege of 
Jerusalem. Pharaoh, learning how 
Zedckiah was pressed, advanced to his 
relief, with a view of raising the siege. 
Nebuchadnezzar, having information 
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thereof, would not wait his approach, 
bpt proceeded to give him battle, and 
in oi\e contest drove him out of Sy* 
ria* This circumstance suspended the 
siege. 

In thenindi year of Zedekiah's reign, 
the king of Babylon again besieged 
Jerusalem, with a large army, and for 
a year and a half exerted all his strength 
to conquer it; but the city did not 
yield, though enfeebled by famine and 
pestilence. 

In the eleventh year the siege went 
on vigourously ; the Babylonians com- 
pleted their works, having raised tow- 
ers all round the city, so as to drive 
the invaded party from its walls. The 
place, though a prey to plague and fa- 
mine, was obstinately defended during 
the space of a year and a half. But 
at length, want of provisions and for- 
ces compelled its surrender, and it was 
accordingly delivered, at midnight, to 
the officer of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Zedekiah, seeing the troops enter 
the temple, absconded by a narrow 
pass to the desert, with his officers and 
-jfriends : but advice of his escape be- 
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ing given to the Babylonians, they 
pursued them early in the morning, 
and surrounded them near Jericho, 
where they were bound, and carried 
before the king, who ordered his wives 
and children to be put to death in his 1 
sight; and then ordered Zedekiah's I 
eyes to be put out, and himself con- j 
ducted in chains to Babylon. 

After this victory, Nebuchadnezzar 
despatched his principal officer, Nebu- • 
zaradan, to Jerusalem, to ransack and 
burn both palace and temple, to raze 
the city to the ground, and conduct 
the captive inhabitants to Babylon: 
this order he accordingly executed...*. . 
Ambng the captives were the follow* | 
ing persons of eminence : Saraiah, the 
high priest ; Zephaniah, next in rank ; 
the secretary to the king ; three prin- 
cipal keepers of the temple ; seven of 
the king's chosen friends, and other 
persons of distinction. 

In the seventieth year of the capti- 
vity of the Jews, and the first of the 
reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, he is- 
sued his famous edict, purporting that 
the God adored by the Israelites was 
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tfce eternal Being through whose boCtn- 
Xy he enjoyed the regal dignity, and 
that he had found himself honourably 
mentioned by the prophets of ancient 
date, as the person who should Cause 
Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and restore the 
Hebrews to their former state of gran- 
deur and independency ; he therefore 
gave orders for the release of the cap- 
tives, with his permission to return to 
their own native country, to rebuild 
the city, and the house of the Lord. 

The principal people of the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin, with the priests 
and Levites, immediately departed for 
Jerusalem and commenced the under- 
taking ; but many of the Jews deter- 
mined to remain in Babylon, rather 
than relinquish the possessions they had 
obtained in that city. 
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CHAPTER XL 

WHAT IS ABSOLUTELY REQUISITE 
IN ALL WHO ASPIRE TO PAR- 
TAKE OF THE SUBLIME HON* 
OURS* OF THOSE WHO ARE DULY 
INITIATED INTO THE MYSTE- 
RIES, AND INSTRUCTED IN THE 
ART OF MASONRY. 

Whoever, from love of knowledge* 
interest,, or curiosity, desires to be a 
Mason, is to kno\V that, as his founda- 
tion and great corner stone, be is firm- 
ly to believe in the Eternal God. A 
Mason must observe the moral law : 
and if he rightly understand the royal 
art, he will never be an atheist or an 
irreligious libertine. 

In ancient times, Masons were 
charged to comply with the religious 
opinions and usages of the country or 
nation where they sojourned or work- 
ed, yet it is now thought most expe- 
dient that the brethren should only be 
charged to adhere to the essentials of 
religion, in which all denominations 
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agree ; leaving each brother to his own 
judgment as to particular forms,.... 
Whence, being good men and true, of 
unsullied honour and unfailing honesty, 
the order becomes the centre of union, 
and the means of conciliating true 
friendship. 

Whoever would become a Mason, 
is further to be informed, that his obli- 
gations as a subject and a citizen will 
not be relaxed, but enforced. He is to 
be a lover of peace, and to be obedi- 
ent to the civil powers, which yield 
him protection, and are set over him, 
where he resides or works. Nor can 
a real craftsman ever be concerned in 
conspiracies against the state, or be 
disrespectful to the magistrate; be- 
cause the welfare of his country is his 
most happy earthly object* 

Whoever would be a Mason, should 
know how to practice all /the private 
virtues. He should avoid all manner 
of intemperance, or excess, which 
might prevent his performance of the 
laudable duties of his craft, or lead him 
into enormities, which would reflect 
dishonour upon the fraternity. He is 
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to be industrious in his profession, ancf 
true to the Lord and master he serves. 
He is to labour justly, and not to eat 
any man's bread for nought ; but to 
pay truly for his meat and drink... .„ 
What leisure his labour allows, he is 
to employ in studying the arts and sci- 
ences with a diligent mind, that he 
may the better perform all his duties* 
to his Creator, his country, his neigh* 
bours, and himself. 

He is to seek and acquire, as far as 
possible, the virtues of patience, meek- 
ness, self-denial, forbearance, and the 
like, which give him the command of 
himself, and enable him to govern his 
own family with affection, dignity, and 
prudence : at the same time checking 
every disposition injurious to the world, 
and promoting that love and service 
which brethren of the same household 
and profession owe to each other. 

He should learn to abstain from all 
malice, slander, and evil speaking; 
from all provoking, reproachful, and 
ungodly language : keeping always $ 
tongue of good report. 
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He should know how to obey those 
who are set over him ; however infer 
riour thty may be in worldly rank or 
condition. For although Masonry du 
vests no man of his honours and titles, 
yet, in the lodge, preeminence of yipf, 
tue, and knowledge in t^royal art, is 
considered as the true «&oqj(pe, of all 
npbility, rule, and government. , 

A Mason is never to shut his ear 
unkindly against the complaints of any 
of the human race ; yet, when a Aro- 
ther is oppressed, or suffers, he is in 
a more peculiar manner called to open 
his whole soul in love and compassion 
to him, and to relieve him without pre- 
judice, according to his capacity. 

The virtue indispensably requisite 
in a Mason, is secrecy. This is the. 
guard of their confidence, and the se- 
curity of their trust. So great stress 
is to be laid upon it, that it is enforced 
under the strongest penalties and obli- 
gations ; nor, in their esteem, is any 
man to be accounted wise, who has 
not intellectual strength and ability suf- 
ficient to cover and conceal such honest 
secrets as are committed to him, as 
N 
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well as his own more serious and pri- I 
vate aflairs. 

No person is capable of becoming 
a, member, unless, together with the 
virtues aforementioned, or at least a 
disposition to seek and acquire them* 
he is also free born; of mature age | 
(or twenty-one years ;) of good repent ; 
of sufficient natural endowments, and 
the senses of a man ; with an estate, 
office, trade, occupation, or some visi- 
ble way of acquiring an honest liveli- 
hood, and of working in his craft, aa 
becoming the members of this most 
ancient and honourable fraternity, who 
ought not only to earn what is suffi- 
cient for themselves and families, but 
likewise something to spare for works 
of charity. He must also be upright 
in body, not deformed or dismember- 
ad, at the time of making; but of 
hale and entire limbs, as a man ought 
tdhe. 



CHAPTER XII. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CANDI- 
DATE.. THE FORM OF A PETI- 
TION TO BE PRESENTED BY HI*! 
FOR INITIATION. WHAT IS RE- 
QUIRED OF HIM. HIS RIGHT OF 
KNOWING WITH WHOM #E IS 
TO BE CONNECTED, i^ND THEIR 
LAWS. 

By 3 late regulation, adopted by 
most of the grand lodges in Ameri- 
ca, no candidate for the mysteries of 
Masonry can be initiated without hav- 
ing been proposed at a previous meet* 
ing of the lodge— in order that no oiie 
may be introduced without due in/ 
quiry relative to his character and qua- 
lifications. 

All applications for initiation should 
be made by petition m writing, signed 
by the applicant, giving an account of 
his age, quality, occupation, and place 
of residence, and that he is desirous of 
Ueing admitted a member of the fra* 
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ternity, which petition should be kept 
on file by the secretary. 

Petition To the Worshipful Mai* 

ter. Wardens, and Brethren of . 

. . . . Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons.... 
The petition of the subscriber re. 
spectfully showeth....That, having long 
entertained a favourable opinion of 
your ancient institution, he is desirous 
of being admitted a member thereof, 
if found worthy. His place of resi- 
dence is • . • . his age . . • 
years ; his occupation ..... 

(Signed) A. B. 

After this petitibn is read, it is gene- 
rally required, that the candidate must 
be proposed in form, by a member of 
the lodge, who is acquainted with him, 
anc< the proposition seconded by ano- 
thei member. A committee is some- 
times appointed to make inquiry re- 
lative to his character and qualifica- 
tions, j 

The brother who proposes a candi* 
date shall, at the same time, deposit 
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sjich a som of money for him as tihfr 



require; which is forfeited to the lodge 
if the candidate should not attend ac-~ 
cording to his proposal ; but is to be 
returned to him if he should not be 
approved or elected. In qase he be 
elected, he is to pay, in addition to his 
deposit, such further sum as the laws 
of the lodge may require, for the be- 
nefit of the craft, and of distressed 
members. 

The candidate has a right, before 
his admission, to desire his friend to 
show him the Warrant, or Dispensa- 
tion, by which the lodge is held; 
which, if genuine, he will find to be 
an instrument written, or printed, on 
parchment, and signed by some Grand 
Master, his Deputy, the" Grand War- 
dens, and Grand Secretary ; sealed 
with the Grand Lodge seal ; consti- 
tuting particular persons, therein nam* 
ed, as Master and Wardens, with full 
power to congregate and hold a lodge 
at such a place, and therein make and 
admit Free Masons, according to th* 
mest ziifiient and honourable custom 



rules or bye-laws of the lodi 
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of the royal craft, in all ages and itav 
tibns throughout the known world, 
with full power and authority to nomi- 
nate and choose their successours, &c. 

He may also request the perusal of 
the bye-laws ; which being short he 
may read in the presence of his friend, 
and be shown a list of the members 
of the lodge : by all which he will 
better be able to judge whether he 
could associate with them, and render 
a ready conformity to their rules* 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

DECLARATIONS TO BE ASSENTED 
TO BY A CANDIDATE IN AN AD- 
JOINING APARTMENT, PREVIOUS 
TO INITIATION. 

Do you seriously declare, upon 
your honour, before these gentlemen, 
(the Deacons or Stewards of the lodge) 
that, unbiassed by friends, and unin- 
fluenced by unworthy motives, you 
freely and voluntarily offer yourself a 
candidate for the mysteries of Ma* 
sonry ? Ans. I do* 

Do you seriously declare, upon 
your honour, before these gentlemen, 
that you are prompted to solicit the 
privileges of Masonry, by a favoura- 
ble opinion conceived of the institu- 
tion, a desire of knowledge, and a sin- 
cere wish of being serviceable to your 
fellow creatures? Ans. I do. 

Do you seriously declare, upon 
your honour, before these gentlemen, 
that you will cheerfully conform to all 



the ancient established usages and cus- 
toms of the fraternity ? AnS. I do. 

After the above declarations are 
made, and reported to the Master, he 
makes it known to the lodge, ih the 
following manner, viz* 

Brethren, 

At the request of Mr. A* B. he ha* 
been proposed and accepted in regu- 
lar form ; I therefore recommend him 
as a proper candidate for the mysteries 
of Masonry, and worthy to partake of 
the privileges of the fraternity; and, 
in consequence of a declaration of his 
intentions, voluntarily made, I believe 
he will cheerfully conform to the ral$$ 
of the order. 

If there are then no objections made, 
the candidate is introduced in dire 
form*. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Remarks upon the ceremonies 
used at opening and closing 
of a lodge. 

In all regular assemblies of men, 
who are convened for wise and useful 
purposes, the commencement and con- 
clusion of business are accompanied 
with some form* 

To btgin well, is the most likely 
means to end well; and it is judiciously 
remarked, that when order and method 
are neglected at the beginning, they 
will be seldom found to take place at 
the end. 

The ceremony of opening and clos- 
ing a lodge with solemnity and deco- 
rum, is therefore universally admitted 
among Masons ; and though the mode 
in some lodges may vary, and in every 
degree must vary, still a uniformity 
in the general practice prevails in eve- 
ry lodge ; and the variation (if any) is 
solely occasioned by a want of method,. 
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which a little application might easily 
remove. 

To conduct this ceremony with pro- 
priety, ought to be the peculiar study 
of every Mason — especially of those 
\vho have the honour to rule in. our 
assemblies. To persons who are dig- 
nified, every eye is naturally directed 
for propriety of conduct and behaviour 
-—and firom them, other brethren, who 
are less informed, will naturally expect 
to derive an example worthy of imita- 
tion. 

From a share in this ceremony no 
Mason can be exempted. It is a ge- i 
neral concern, in which hll must assist. 
This is the first request of the Master, 
and the prelude to all business. No. 
sooner lias it been signified,. than every 
officer repairs to his station, and the 
brethren rank according to their de- 
grees. The intent of the meeting be- 
comes the sole object of attention, and 
the mind is insensibly drawn from 
those indiscriminate subjects of con- 
versation, which are apt to intrude an I 
our less aerioCts moments^ 
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This effect accomplished, our care 
directed to the external avenues of 
the lodge, and the proper pfficers, whose 
province it is to discharge that duty, 
execute their trust with fidelity, and 
by certain mystick forms, of no recent 
date, intimate that we may safely pro- 
ceed. To detect impostors among 
ourselves, an adherence to order in the 
character of Masons ensues, and the 
lodge is either opened or closed in so- 
lemn form. 

At opening the lodge, two purposes 
are wisely effected— the Master is re-, 
minded of the dignity of his charac- 
ter, and the brethren of the homage 
and veneration due from them in their 
sundry stations. These are not the 
only advantages resulting from the due 
observance of this ceremony — a reve- 
rential awe for the Deity is inculcated, 
and the eye fixed on that object, 
from whose radiant beams light only 
can be derived Here we are taught 
to adore the God of heaven, and to 
supplicate his protection on our well* 
xneant endeavours. The Master as- 
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sumes his government in due form, 

and under him his Wardens — who ac- 
cept their .trust, after the customary sa- 
lutations. The brethren then, with one 
accord, unite in duty and respect, and 
the ceremony concludes. 

At closing the lodge, a similar form 
takes place. Here J^he less important 
duties of Masonry are not passed over 
unobserved. The necessary degree of 
subordination in the government of a 
lodge is peculiarly marked,, while the 
proper tribute of gratitude is offered 
up to the beneficent Author of life, 
and Lis blessing invoked and extended 
to the whole fraternity. Each brother 
faithfully locks up the treasure he has 
acquired, in his own secret repository 
—and, pleased with his reward, retires 
to enjoy and disseminate among the 
private circle of his brethren, the fruits 
of his labour and industry in the- 
lodge. 

These are faint outlines of a cere- 
mony which universally prevails among 
Masons in every country, and distin- 
guishes all their meetings. It is ar- 
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ranged as a general section in every 
degree, and takes the lead in all our & 
lustrations-. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CHARGES, PRAYERS,' AND AD- 
DRESSES. 

A Charge used at opening a Lodge r 
from Psalm 133. 

" Behold ! how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together 
ip unity. 

" It is like the precious ointment up- 
on the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garments. 

<k As the dew of Hermon, that de- 
scended upon the mountains of Zion : 
for there the Lord commanded a bless- 
ing, even life for evermore." 

ANOTHER. 

The ways of science are beautiful. 
Knowledge is attained by degrees. 
Wisdom dwells with contemplation. 
There are we to seek her. Though 
the passage be difficult, the further we 
proceed the easier it will become. 
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If we are united, our society must 
flourish. Let all things give place to 
peace and good fellowship. Uniting 
in the grand design, let us be happy in 
ourselves* and endeavour to contribute 
to the happiness of others. Let us 
promote the useful arts ; and by them 
mark our superiority and distinction. 
Let us cultivate the moral virtues ; and 
improve in all that is good and amia- 
ble. Let the genius of Masonry pre- 
side over our conduct ; and under its 
sovereign sway, let us act with, be- 
coming dignity. Never let us expose 
our character to derision. Thus shall 
we act in conformity to pur precepts, 
and support the name we have always 
borne, of being a respectable, a regu- 
lar, and a uniform society. 

A Charge •, or Benedictim y tfsed (ft elds- 
ing a Lodge. 

May the blessing of heaven rest up- 
on us, and all regular Masons ! May 
brotherly love prevail, and every moral 
and social virtue cement us ! Amen: 
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ANOTHER* 

Br ETHREN, 

You are now to quit this sacred re- 
treat of friendship and virtue, to mix 
again with the world. Amidst its con- 
cerns and employments, forget not the 
duties yqu have heard so frequently 
inculcated, and forcibly recommended 
in this lodge. Be diligent, prudent, 
temperate, discreet. Remember, that 
around this altar, you have promised 
to befriend and relieve every brother, 
who shall need your assistance. - Re- 
member that you have promised to re- 
mind him, in the most tender manner, 
of his failings, and aid his reformation. 
Vindicate his character, when wrong- 
fully traduced. Suggest, in his be- 
half, the most candid and favourable 
circumstances. Is he justly repre- 
hended? let Masons exhibit to the 
world, how they love one another. 

These generous principles are to ex- 
tend further. Every human being has 
a claim* upon your kind offices. Do 
good unto all. Recommend it more 
" especially to the household of the 
faithful." 
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By diligence in the duties of your 
respective callings, by £ liberal benevo- 
lence and diffusive charity, by con- 
stancy and fidelity in your friendships, 
discover the beneficial and happy ef- 
fects of this ancient and honourable 
institution. 

Let it not be supposed, that you 
have here rt laboured in vain, and spent 
your strength for nought; for your 
work is with the Lord, and your re- 
compense with your God." 

" Finally, brethren, be ye all of one 
mind, live in peace, and may the God 
of love and peace delight to dwell with 
and bless you." 
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* 

CHAPTER XVI. 

PRAYERS* 

The ancient prayer, at making or 
cpentfig* 

Mo$t holy and glorious Lord God, 
the great Architect of the universe ; 
the giver of all jjood gifts and graces : 
Thou hast promised, that "where two 
or three are gathered together in thy 
tiame, thou wilt be in the midst of 
them and bless them." In thy name 
we assemble, most humbly beseeching 
thee to bless us in all our undertakings, 
that we may know and . serve thee 
ariirht, and thai all our actions may 
tend to thy glory, and to our advance* 
xnent in knowledge and virtue. 

And we beseech thee, O Lord God, 
to bless our present assembling ; and 
grant that this our new brother may 
prove true and faithful. Endue him 
with a competency of thy divine wis- 
dom, that he may, with the seciets of 
Free Masonry, be able to unfold the 
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mysteries of godliness. And may he 
and we walk in the lig&t of thy coun- 
tenance; and when the trials of our 
probationary state are over, be admit- 
ted into the temple "not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens !" Amen. 

ANOTHER* 

Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Fa- 
ttier of the universe, to this our present 
convention— and grant that this can- 
didate for Masonry may dedicate 
and devote his life to thy service, 
and become a true and faithful brother 
among us ! Endue him with a compe- 
tency of thy divine wisdom, that, by 
the secrets of eur art, he may be better 
enabled to display the beauties of bro- 
(herly love, relief, and truth, to the ho- 
nour of thy holy name ! Amen* 

AKOTHfiR. 

Great Architect in heaven ! Maker 
and Ruler of worlds unnumbered ! 
deign, from thy celestial temple, to 
look down on us, the work of thine 
hands. As we are now about to en- 
lighten a fellow mortal in Masonry, 

- * • . 
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wilt thou enlighten us in the knowledge 
of divine truths. Enable us to live 
within the compass of thy commands, 
and to square our actions to thy divine 
will ; and bless us, even us, Father 
Almighty ! Thou hast planted reason 
in the human heart; may it expand, 
until it reaches the footstool of thy 
throne ; and when our spirits shall be 
called to part from this lodge of clay, 
may they be permitted to join the per- 
fect lodge in heaven, there to receive 
never-ending refreshment, in the re- 
gions of bliss and immortality. Amen. 

ANOTHER. 

At the initiation of a minister. 

O Thou, whose offspring we arel 
On the mountain of thy truth, permit 
us to dwell with unspeakable satisfac- 
tion, and with unquenchable zeal to dis- 
play thy glorious perfections. Behold 
us,we beseech thee, at this hour, leading 
a young son into a knowledge and en- 
joyment of our rights and benefits. Like 
the temple, erected in ancient ages by 
Masons, and dedicated to thee, let him 
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be beauteous without, and all glorious 
within. Let his soul be furnished with 
unsearchable grace, and his affections 
be as pure as the serene heavens, when 
the silent moon gives her light. Let 
him obtey as the sun, who labours un- 
til perfect day with increasing strength ; 
and let all the purposes of his heart be 
as the stars, which tell of worlds un- 
known, and are notices of boundless 
benevolence. Let him move like the 
hfeavenly orbs, in harmony, and while 
ae flies in the midst of heaven, may he 
preach thine everlasting gospel to all 
lations. 

Within this lodge, may he be sa- 
cred as the altar, sweet as the incense, 

aid pure as the most holy place 

imong thy ministering servants, may 
fe be ready as an angel of God, and 
fiithful as a beloved son. And when 
Ks work is finished, may his memory 
b celebrated by love, on the durable 
nonuments of eternity; and his re- 
Mfird, in the solemn joys of heaven, 
bj sure from the hand of God, to 
wjtom be glory for ever. Amen. 

I 

i 
i 



ANOTHER* 

A general prayer in a lodge* 

Great Architect ! in whose work all 
life is employed. The whole is har- 
mony in thee, each part has its place, 
and all is perfect. 

Behold us, who form this aparlment 
in thy works, small indeed in itself, but 
vast enough for our full employment. 
From hence we behold thy magnifi- 
cent displays of power and wisdonj, 
and here we enjoy thy goodness. Re- 
gard our work, begun in thy presence, 
and by thy laws. On the equal bas 
of truth let our building stand 1 May 
its entrance be illuminated with the 
Sun of righteousness, and in his bearrs 
may all our advancements be made ani 
covered with rays of glory. With oir 
Master, may our labour be sweet, aid 
our reward sure. May the skilful ii- 
spire a laudable ambition, and eath 
soul be filled with light. 

When we extend our hands to a 
friend, and introduce him to our jors, 
let truth guide our lips, and love dvrli 
m our hearts. Mtay we add merit to 
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our friendship, and a sincere heart to 
our labours. May the entrance be a 
sweet recollection to him. May each 
visit improve his hopes and enlarge his 
virtues. May our virtues shine to- 
gether with brighter light, and the ever- 
lasting glory of our God be upon us,. 
Amen. 

AftOTHSR. 

At raising a brother to the sublime de- 
gree of a Master Mason. 

Thou, O God ! knowest our dow.n- 
sitting and our up rising, and under- 
standest our thoughts afar off. Shield 
and defend us from the evil intentions, 
of our enemies, and support us under 
the trials and afflictions we are destined 
to endure, while travelling through 
this vale of tears. Man that is born of 
a woman, is of few days and full of 
trouble. He cometh forth as a flower, 
and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a 
shadow, and continueth not. Seeing 
his days are determined, the number 
of his months are with thee ; thou hast 
appointed fyis bounds that he cannot 
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pass ; turn from him that he may rest, 
till he shall accomplish his day. For 
there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will sprout again, and that 
the tender branch thereof will not cease. 
But man dieth and wasteth away : yea, 
man giveth up the ghost, and where is \ 
he ? As the waters fail from the sea, 
and the flood decayeth and drieth up, 
so man lieth down, and riseth not up 
till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, 
O Lord ! have compassion on the chil- 
dren of thy creation, administer them 
comfort in time of trouble, and save 
them with an everlasting salvation,*.,. 
Amen. 

Response by the brethren — So mote 
it be, or Amen. 

ANOTHER . 

At the constitution of a Lodge* 

Great, Adorable and Supreme Be- 
ing ! We praise thee for all thy mer- 
cies, ajid especially for giving us de- 
sires to enjoy, and powers of enjoying 
the delights of society. The aflections, 
which thou hs$t implanted in us, and 
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which we cannot destroy without vio- 
lence to our nature, are among the 
chief blessings which thy benign wis- 
dom hath bestowed upon us : Help 
us duly to improve all our powers to 
the promotion of thy glory in the world, 
and the good of our fellow creatures. 

May we be active under thy divine 
light, and dwell in thy truth. 

Extend thy favour to us who are 
now entering into a fraternal compact 
under peculiar obligations. Enable us 
to be faithful to thee, faithful in our call- 
ings in life, faithful Masons in all the 
duties of the Craft, and faithful to each 
other as members of this society. 
Take us under the shadow of thy pro- 
tection ; and to thy service and glory 
may we consecrate our hearts. May 
we always put faith in thee, have hope 
in salvation, and be in charity with all 
mankind. Amen. 

ANOTHER- 

To thee we lift up our hearts, Great 
Nature's adorable and wondrous Ar- 
chitect, Almighty Parent of the world, 
wise Former of man ; imploring on 
P 



176 



this, and all dur other laudable under- 
takings, thy favour, Ihy blessing, thy 
aid ; without which, vain and fruitless 
are all the efforts of feeble man. 

It is from thee, that we liave receiv- 
ed the heart to feel, the hand to labour, 
the eye to behold, the ear to hear, the 
tongue to proclaim ; and all the facul- 
ties which make us partakers of natur- 
al, and susceptible of moral good I 
Terch us, then, to delight in them, to 
improve them r as thy blessing : And^ 
through the beamy, order, and excel- 
lence of created things, to view, con- 
template, and adore thy uncreated ex- 
cellence and beauty. 

Formed as thy temple, and enriched 
with thy wisdom, we look up to thee, 
to inspire us with understanding, with 
science, with virtue, with all that can 
dignify, refine, and exalt our nature, 
and render the temple at l^ist not whol- 
ly unworthy of its sacred inhabitant. 

Enable us to perform every duty 
with exactness and honour ; and, by 
our attention to all the sweet and bles- 
sed offices the endearing charities of 
sqeiai Jjtfe in particular ; teach us to 



177 



win those who unite in those tender 
cjfices with us : And as fathers, hus- 
bands, friends — as worthy men and 
worthy Masons — to distinguish and 
adorn our profession. 

And while, (hrough thy bounty, 
rich Dispenser of every blessing ! our 
cups overflow with plenteousv.ess, and 
wine, and corn, and oi.\ delight and 
cheer our boards, O may our fu!l hearts 
never be wanting in gratitude, and in 
the voice of thanksgiving to thee ; in 
liberal sentiments towards every lau- 
dable undertaking; in the quickest 
sensibility and readiest relief we can 
give to the woes and distresses of our 
fellow creatures — of all mankind — 
of every being, universal Lord, who 
bears thine image, and looks up to thy 
providence, who is fed by thy hand* 
! hopes for thy future and all compre- 
[ bending mercy, and can and will trium- 
phantly unite with us — with the general 
voice of Masons and of men, earnestly 
and emphatically saying, 

" Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men." 
Amen. 
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ANOTHER, | 

To be used at the constituting and open* 
ing of a grapd lodge. 

O most glorious and eternal God, 
the infinitely wise Architect of the uni- 
verse ; we, thy servants, assembled in 
solemn grand lodge, would extol thy 
power and wisdom. Thou saidst, 
" Let there be light, and there was 
light." The heavens opened and de- 
clared thy glory ; and the firmament 
spangled with thy handy work. The 
sun, who rules the day, gave light to 
the moon, who rules the night, sur- 
rounded \vith the stars. So that, 
" there is one glory of the sun t ano- 
ther glory of the moon, and one star 
differs from another star in glory and 
^11, by wondrous signs and tokens^vith- 
out human voice, or language, solemnly , 
proclaim divine mysteries. | 

We adore thee for our creation ; for 
the breath of life ; for the light of rea- . 
son and conscience ; and for all the 
noble and useful faculties of our souls, "j 
which give us so exalted a rank in or- 
der of being. Enable us to live an*, 
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ssrerably to our exalted privileges and 
Jiappy destination. 

We beseech thee to give us, thy 
-servants, at this, and at all times, wis- 
dom in all our doings; strength of 
mind in our difficulties ; and the beau- 
ty of harmony in all our communica- 
tions with one another. 

Grant, that thy servant, now to be 
solemnly invested with authority and 
rule over these lodges, may be endued 
with, knowledge and wisdom ; and may 
we, and all our brethren under his ju- 
risdiction, understand, learn, and keep 
all the statutes and commandments of 
the Lord, pure and undefiled. . May 
brotherly love and charity always 
abound among us. And when we 
have finished our work here below, let 
our transition be from this earthly ta- 
bernacle to the heavenly temple above ; 
there, ameng thy jewels, may we ap- 
pear in thy glory for ever and ever. 

Bless and prosper, we pray thee, eve- 
ry branch and member of this fraternk 
ty, throughout the habitable earth. 
May thy kingdom of peace, love, and 
harmonv, come. " May thy will be 
P 2 



done on earth, as it is in heayen j M and 
the whole world be filled with thy glo- 
ry — Amen. 

ANOTHER, 

Made during the ceremony of Exalt- 
ation to the Degree of Royal Arch 
Mason. 

Supreme Architect of universal na- 
ture, who, by thine almighty word,, 
didst speak into being the stupendous 
arch of heaven, and for the instruction 
and pleasure of thy rational creatures, 
didst adorn us with greater and lesser 
•lights : thereby magnifying thy power, 
and endearing thy goodness unto the 
sons of men ; we humbly adore and 
worship'thine unspeakable perfection. 
We bless thee that, when man had fall- 
en from his innocence and his happi- 
ness, thou didst still leave unto him the 
powers of reasoning, and capacity of 
, improvement and of pleasure. We 
thank thee that, amidst the pains and 
calamities of our present state, so ma- 
ny means of refreshment and satisfac-^ 
tion are reserved unto us, while travel- 
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ling the rugged path of life. Especial* 
ljr, would we at this time render thee our 
thanksgiving and praise for the insti- 
tution, as members of which we are at 
this time assembled, and for all the 

pleasures we have derived from it 

We thank thee that the few here as- 
sembled before thee, have been favour, 
ed with new inducements, and laid 
under new and stronger obligations to 
virtue and holiness. May these obliga- 
tions, O blessed Father, have their full 
effect upon us. Teach us, we pray thee, 
the true reverence of thy great, mighty, 
and terrible name. Inspire us with a 
firm and unshaken resolution in our 
virtuous pursuits. Give us grace dili- 
gently to search thy word in the book 
of nature, wherein the duties of our 
high vocation are inculcated with di* 
vine authority. May the solemnities 
of the ceremonies of 6ur institution be 
duly impressed on our minds, and have 
a lasting and happy effect upon our 
lives. O thou, who didst aforetime 
appear unto thy Servant Moses " in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush," 
enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of 
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our hearts, a flame of devotion to thee> \ 
of love to each other, and of charity 
to all mankind. May all thy miracles 
and mighty works fill us with the dread, 
and thy goodness impress us with the 
love of thy holy name. May u holi- 
ness to the Lord" be engraven on all 
our thoughts, words, and actions.,... | 
May the incense of piety ascend con- 
tinually unto thee from the altar of our 
hearts, and burn, day and night, as a 
sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour, 
well pleasing unto thee. And since 
sin has destroyed within us the first 
temple of purity and innocence, may 
the heavenly grace guide and assist us 
in rebuilding a second temple of re- 
formation, and may " the glory of this i 
latter house be greater than the glory 
©f the former. n Amen. 

Made at the opening of the subtime 
grand lodge. 

O! thou great and eternal Lord God, 
source of light and love ; thou sove- 
reign Inspector and mighty Architect 1 
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of the wonders ot creation — who from 
thy throne, in the highest heaven, in 
mercy looketh do\yn upon all the 
dwellers of the earth; lend, we be- 
seech thee, thine ear to the prayers and 
petitions of thy unworthy servants, 
now assembled in thy presence, to teach 
the mysteries of that sublime edifice, 
which is erected and dedicated to thy 
most holy and glorious name. Pour up- 
on us, and all the members of the 
. mystick craft, throughout the two he- 
mispheres, the rich blessings of thy 
providence* Give us strength to over- 
come temptations ; to subdue our pas* 
sions and to practice virtue. Fill our 
hearts with fear without desolation; 
with piety, without illusion ; with con* 
fidence, without presumption ; and 
with joy, without licentiousness. Fill 
our hearts with tender affections for 
'thy divine goodness, and love for 
our neighbours. Make us faithful to 
our friends, and charitable to our ene- 
mies. Dispose our hearts, O thou 
God eternal, to receive religious im- 
pressions; our minds to receive the 
great lights of science ; and direct our 
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footsteps in the bright paths of th* ^ 
righteous. 

Let all our actions prove to an ad- 
miring world, that our lives are sin- 
cerely dedicated to thee, our God, and 
to the relief of our fellow creatures ; 
and finally, when we yield up our breatfc 
to thee, may we be admitted into that | 
sublime and eternal lodge, where hap- 
piness reigns without alloy, and where, 
around the throne of the great Jehcu 
vah, we shall sing hallelujahs to hfc 
name. 

" Now, unto the king eternal, im- 
mortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
be the kingdom, power and glora fd£ 
ever and ever." Amen. 

Charge at the initiation into the Jim 
degree. 

Brother, 

As you are now introduced into the 
first principles of Masonry, I congra- 
tulate you on being accepted into this 
ancient and honourable order— ancient, 
as having subsisted from time mime' 
morial— and honourable, as tending," 
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jfr every particular, so to. render all 
men who will be conformable to its 
precepts. No institution was ever rais- 
ed on a better principle, or more solid 
foundation — nor were ever more ex- 
cellent rules and useful maxims laid 
down, than are inculcated in the seve- 
ral Masonick lectures. The greatest 
and best of men in all ages, hare been 
encouragers and promoters of the art, 
and have never deemed it derogatory 
from their dignity, to level themselves 
with the fraternity, extend their privi* 
leges, and patronize their assemblies. 

There are three great duties, which, 
as a Mason, you are charged to incul- 
cate — to God, your neighbour, and 
yourself. To God, in never mention- 
ing his name, but with that reverential 
awe which is due from a creature to his 
creator — to implore his aid in all your 
laudable undertakings, and to esteem 
him as the chief good — to your neigh* 
bour, in acting upon the square, and 
doing unto him as you wish he should 
do unto you— and to yourself, in avoid- 
ing all irregularity and intemperance, 
which may impair your faculties, or 
debase the dignity of your professipp..* * 
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A zealous attachment to these duties 
will ensure publick and private esteem. 

In the state you are to be a quiet and 
peaceful subject, true to your govern- 
ment, and just to your country ; you 
are not to countenance disloyalty or re- 
bellion, but patiently submit to legal 
authority, and conform with cheerful- 
ness to the government of the coun- 
try in which you live. 

In your outward demeanour be par- 
ticularly careful to avoid censure or re- 
proach. Let not interest, favour, or 
prejudice, bias your integrity, or influ- 
ence you to be guilty of a dishonoura- 
ble action. Although your frequent 
appearance* at our re gular meetings is 
S^rnestly solicited, yet it is not meant 
that Masonry should interfere with your 
necessary vocations — for these are on . 
no account to be neglected — neither 
are you to suffer your zeal for the insti- 
tution to lead you into argument with 
those who, through ignorance, may fi- • 
dicule it. At your leisure hours, that 
you may improve in Masonick know* 1 , 
ledge, you are to converse with well in- 
formed brethren, who will be always as 



' 187 

ready to give, as you will be ready to 
receive instruction. 

Finally — keep sacred and inviolable 
the mysteries of the order, as these are | 
to distinguish you from the rest of 
the community, and mark your conse- 
quence among Masons. If, in the cir- 
cle of your acquaintance, you find a 1 
person desirous of being initiated into 
Masonry, be particulary attentive not 
to recommend him, unless you are con- ' 
vinced he will conform to our rules ; 
that the honour, glory, and reputation 
of the institution may be firmly estab- 
lished, and the world at large convinced 
of its good effects.. 

Charge at initiation into the second de* 
gree. 

Brother, 

Being advanced to the second 
degree of Masonry, we congratulate 

I you on your preferment. The inter- 
nal, and not the external qualifications 

I of a man, are what Masonry regards. 
As you increase in knowledge, you 
will improve in social intercourse. • 

Q 
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It is unnecessary Jo recapitulate the 
duties which as a Mason you are bound 
to discharge ; or enlarge on the neces- 
sity of a strict adherence to them, as 
your own experience must have esta- 



strenuously to support ; and be al- 
ways ready to assist in seeing them du- 
ly executed. You are not to palliate, 
or aggravate, the offences of your breth- 
ren ; but, jn the decision of every tres- 
pass against our rules, you are to judge 
with .candour, admonish with friend- 
ship, and reprehend with justice. 

The study of the liberal arts, that 
valuable branch of education, which 
tends so effectually to polish and adorn 
the mind, is earnestly recommended to 
your consideration ; especially the 
science of geometry, which is es- 
tablished as the basis of our art 

Geometry, or Masonry, originally sy- 



and moral nature, is enriched with the 
most useful knowledge ; while it proves 
tfce wonderful properties qf nature, it 
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demonstrates the more important truth® 
of morality. 

Your past behaviour and regular de- 
portment have merited the honour 
which we have notf conferred ; and irk 
your new character it is expected that 
you will conform to the principles of 
the order, by steadily persevering in 
the practice of every commendable 
[ virtue. 

I Such is the nature of your engage- 
ments as a Fellow Craft, and to these 
duties you are bound by the most sa- 
cred ties* 

Charge at initiation into the third de- 
gree* 

Brother, 

Your zeal for the institution of Mst. 
sonry, the progress you have made in 
the mystery, and your conformity to 
our regulations, have pointed you out 
as a proper object of our favour and es- 
teem. 

You are now bound by duty, honour 
and gratitude, to be faithful to your 
trust ; to support the dignity of your 



190 



character on every occasion; and tt> 
enforce, by precept and example, obe- 
dience to the tenets of the order. 

In the character of a Master Mason, 
you are authorised to correct the errours 
and irregularities of your uninformed 
brethren, and to guard them against a 
breach of fidelity. To preserve the re- 
putation of the fraternity unsullied, 
must be your constant care; and for 
this purpose it is your province to re- 
commend to your inieriours, obeditnce 
and submission - r to your equals, cour- 
tesy and affability ; to your superiours, 
kindness and condescension. Univer- 
sal benevolence you are always to in- 
culcate ; and by the regularity of your 
own behaviour, afford the best exam- 
ple for the conduct of others less in- 
formed. The ancient landmarks of the 
order, entrusted to your care, you are 
carefully to preserve ; and never suffer 
them to be infringed, or countenance a 
deviation from the established usages 
and customs of the fraternity. 

Your virtue, honour, and reputation 
are concerned in supporting with dig- 
nity the character you now bean Let 



r 



I 191 

no motive, therefore, make you swerVe! 
from your duty, violate your vows, or! 
betray yoilr trust ; but be true and faith. \ 
j ful, and imitate the example of that ce-^ 
I lebrated artist whom you this evening 
I represent. Thus you will render your- . 
f self deserving of the honour which we* 
have conferred, and merit the confi- 
dence that we have reposed. 

Charge to be read at opening a MaarJc 
Master's Lodge. 

" Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all 
j malice, and guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speakings. 

" If so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, to whom coming, as 
unto a living stone, disallowed indeed - 
of men, but chosen of God, and pre- 
cious ; ye also, as living stones, be ye- 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 
I priesthood, to offer up sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God- 

" Wherefore, also, it is contained \n 
the scriptures, 'Behold, I lay in Zioi>, 
for a foundation, a tried stone, a pre- 
cious corner stone, a sure foundation * 
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he that belteveth shall not make haste 
to pass it over. Unto you, therefore, 
which believe, it is an honour ; and 
even to them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same is made the head of the cor- 
ner. 

" Brethren, this is the will of God, 
that with well doing ye put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men. As free, 
aud not using your liberty for a cloak 
of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. Honour all men, love the broth- 
erhood, fear God." 

Charge to . be delivered when a candi- 
date is advanced to the fourth de- 
gree. 

Brother, 

I congratulate you on having been 
thought worhy of being promoted to 
this honourable degree of Masonry. 
Pern>it.me to impress it on your mind, 
that your assiduity should ever be c om- 
mensurate with your duties, which be- 
come more and more extensive as 
you advance in Masonry. 
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The situation to which you are now 
promoted will draw upon you not only 
the scrutinizing eyes of the world at 
large, but those also of your brethren, 
on whom this degree of Masonry has 
not been conferred : all will be justifi- 
ed in expecting your conduct and be- 
haviour to be such as may with safety 
be imitated. 

In the honourable character of Mark 
Master Mason, it is more particularly 
your duty to endeavour to let your con- 
duct in the world, as well as in the lodge 
and among your brethren, be such as 
may stand the test of the Grand Over- 
seer's square, that you may not, like 
the unfinished and imperfect work of 
the negligent and unfaithful of former 
times, be rejected and thrown aside, as 
unfit for that spiritual building, that 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

While such is your conduct, should 
misfortunes assail you, should friends 
forsake you, should envy traduce your 
good name, and malice persecute you ; 
yet may you have confidence, that 
among Mark Master Masons, you will 
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find friends who will administer rdief 
to your distresses, and comfort your 
afflictions ; ever bearing in mind, as a 
consolation under all the frowns of for : 
tune, and as an encouragement to hope * 
for better prospects, that the stone which 
the builders rejected (possessing merits , 
to them unknown) became the' chief 
stone of the corner. 

Previous to closing the hdge x thefoll<ra> 
ing parable is recited. 

Matthew, chap* xx. " For the kiqg- 
dom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which went out ear- 
ly in the morning to hirp labourers into 
his vineyard. Arid when he had agreed 
with the labourers for a penny a day, 
he sent them into his vineyafd. And 
he went out about the third hour, and 
saw others standing idle in the market 
place, and said unto them, Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is 
.right I will give you. And they went 
their way. Again he west out about 
the sixth and ninth hour and did like- 
wise. And about the eleventh hoar, 
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he went out, and found others standing 
idle, and he saith unto them, Why 
stand ye here all the day idle ? They 
say unto him, Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye 
also into the vineyard, and whatsoever 
is right, that shall ye receive. So when 
even was come, the lord of the vine- 
yard saith unto his steward, Call the 
labourers, and give them their hire, 
beginning from the last unto the first. 
And when they Came that were hired 
about the eleventh hour, they received 
every man a penny. But when the 
first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more, and they 
likewise received every man a penny. 
And when they had received it, they 
murmured against the good man of the 
house, saying, These last have wrought 
but one hour, and thou hast made them 
equal unto us, which have borne the 
burden and heat of the day. But he 
answered one of them, and said, Friend 
I do thee no wrong : didst thou not 
agree with me for a penny ? Take that 
thine is, and go thy way ; I will give 
tmto this last even as unto thee. Is it 
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not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own ? Is thine eye evil be- 
cause I am good ? So the last shall be 
first, and the first last : for many be' 
called, but few chosen." 

Charge to be delivered to a Brother who 



Most Excellent Master. 

Brother, 

Your admittance to this degree of 
Masonry, is a proof of the good opin- 
ion the brethren of this lodge enter- * 
tain of your Masonick abilities. Let 
ihis consideration induce you to be 
careful of forfeiting, by misconduct 
arid inattention to our rules, that esteem 
which lias raised you to the rank you 
now possess. 

It is one of your great duties, as a. 
Most Excellent Master, to dispense 
light and truth to the uninformed Ma- 
son ; and I need not remind you of the 
impossibility of complying with this 
obligation without possessing an accu- 
rate acquaintance with the lectures ctf 
each degree. 
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If you are not already completely 
conversant in $11 the degrees heretofore 
conferred on you, remember, that an 
indulgence, prompted by a belief that 
you will apply yourself with double 
diligence to make yourself so, has in- 
duced the brethren to accept you. 

Let it therefore be your unremitting 
study to acquire suqh a degree of 
knowledge and information as shall en- 
able you to discharge with propriety, 
the yafious duties incumbent on you, 
and to preserve unsullied the title now 
conferred upon you of a Most Excel- 
lent Master. 

Charge to a newly exalted Companion.. 

Worthy Companion, 

By the consent and assistance of the 
members of this chapter, you are now 
exalted to the sublime arid honourable 
degree of a Royal Arch Mason. 

Having attained this degree, you 
have arrived at the summit and perfec- 
tion of ancient Masonry ; and are conse^ 
quently entitled to a full explanation of 
the mysteries of the grd^g? 
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The rites and mysteries developed \ 
in this degree have been handed down 
through a chosen few, unchar ged by 
time, and uncontrolled by prejudice ; 
and we expect and trust, they will be 
regarded by you with the same venera- 
tion, and transmitted with the same 
scrupulous purity to your successours. 

No one can reflect on the ceremo- 
nies of gaining admission into this 
place, without being forcibly struck 
with the important lessons which they 
teach. 

Here we are necessarily led to con- 
template with gratitude and admi- 
ration the sacred source from whence 
all earthly comforts flow ; here we find 
additional inducements to continue 
stedfast and immoveable in the dis- 
charge of our respective duties ; and 
here we are bound, by the most sol- 
emn ties, to promote each other's wel- 
fare, and correct each other's failings," 
by advice, admonition, and reproof. 

As it is our most earnest desire, and 
a duty we owe to our companions of 
this order, that the admission of every 
candidate into this chapter, should be 
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attended by the approbation of the 
most scrutinizing eye, we hope, always 
to possess the satisfaction of finding 
none among us, but such as will pro- 
mote, to the uttermost of their power, 
the great end of our institution. By 
paying due attention to this determin- 
ation, we expect you will never recom- 
mend any candidate to this chapter, 
whose abilities, and knowledge of the 
foregoing degrees, you cannot freely 
vouch for, and whom you do not firm- 
ly and confidently believe, will fully 
conform to the principles ot our order, 
and fulfil the obligations of a Royal 
Arch Mason, While such are bur 
members, we may expect to be united 
in one object, without lukewarmness, 
inattention, or neglect ; but zeal ? fidelir 
ty ? and affection, will be the distin- 
guishing characteristicks of our society, 
and that satisfaction, harmony and 
peace may be enjoyed at our meetings, 
which no other society can afford. 

CLOSING. 

.: The chapter is closed with solemn 
ceremonies and the folding prayej is 
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rehearsed, by the Most Excellent High 
priest: 

By the wisdom of the Supreme High 
priest may we be directed, by his 
strength may we be enabled, and by 
the beauty of virtue, may we be inci- 
ted, to perform the obligations here en- 
joined on us ; t6 keep inviolably the 
mysteries here unfolded to us ; and 
invariably to practise all those duties 
out of the chapter, which are inculca- 
ted in it. 

Mespome. So mote it be. Amen. 

After these observations, little mofe 
can be wanted to encourage the zeal- 
ous Mason to persevere in his research- 
es. Whoever has traced the art in 
regular progression from the com- 
mencement of the first, to the conclu- 
sion of the seventh degree, according 
to the plan here laid down, will have 
amassed an ample store of useful learn- 
ing ; and must reflect with pleasure on 
the good effects of his past diligence 
and attention : while, by applying the 
whole to the general advantage of soci- 
ety, he . will observe method in the 
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proper distribution of what he has ac* 
quired, secure to himself the venera- 
tion of Masons, and the approbation 
of all good men. 

'Charge to a Grand Master at his m 
stallatioti. 

Let me congratulate you, Moat 
Worshipful, on the honour of being 
, raised from the lever of equality, to the 
high station of presiding over all the 
lodges of this State, arid jurisdiction. 
May the Father of Lights invest you 
with bis choicest gifts- — may heavenly 
wisdom illumine your mind— may 
heavenly power give strength to your 
exertions— may heavenly goodness fill 
and enlarge your breast — may your feet 
rest upon the rock of justice — from your 
hands, may streams of beneficence con- 
tinually issue : And round your head 
may there' bend a circle made splendid 
by the rays of honour : And late> very 
late in life, may you be transmitted 
from the fading honours of an earthly 
lodge, to the mansions prepared for 
the faithful in a better world 



SOB 

Let. me congratulate you, Right 
Worshipful, Grand Officers, and other 
Brethren, t>n the election of our veneiS. 
able Grand Master— *s it is agreeably 
tp the rules of our institution, to com*, 
ihand, so it is ours with readiness to^ 
obey. Look* to the sun, and be- 
hold worlds revolving around him, in 
Continual order, with the happiest ef- 
fect, andlearp to imitate their regular, 
ity, in hope of obtaining from the chair: 
of Solomon the light of wisdom and- 
the warmth of love. 

Let us learn to rise in our affections 
tp the Great Father of all, and thence, 
'descending, expand the heart from 
brother to brother, and to all mankind , 
—of them let us learn nevfcr to be wea- . 
ly in the ways of well doing, but " to 
mourn with them that mourn, and to 
rejoice with them that do rqoice," until 
having finished our work on earth, we 
shaH be admitted to the temple above* 
" not made with hands, eternal m the 
tyeavens*" 
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ADDRESSES. 

To a Grand Master at his installations 

I am desired, Most Worshipful* to 
instal you into your high office, as 
Grand Master of Masons. Give me 
leave to seat you iii th^s chair > and to 
invest you with this badge of your of- 
fice. This will silently admonish you 
always to do justice to the cause of 
Masonry ; to consult, as the exalted 
rank you now hold, demands of you, 
Its real interests. It will instruct you 
to infuse into the many lodges, df 
which you are now the head, the true 
spirit of our order. It will direct you 
to make .wise regulations for the good 
government qf the fraternity ; to give 
duecommendaVions tothe worthy mem- 
bers of it; and" to rebuke those; who 
act contrary to its laws. 

I next deliver this emblem of that 
power with which you are now invest- 
ed. Always make use of it for the 
good of our benevolent institution. 
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To you are committed, also, those 
Sacred Writings in which are to be 
found the sublime parts of our ancient 
mystery. In them are, likewise, most 
strongly inculcated the social and mor- 
al duties, without which no man caa 
be a Mason, You wiil direct your 
lodges to read, to study and obey them. 
Receive these tools of operative Mason- 
ry, which are to each of us the most 
expressive symbols. These will as- 
sist you, Most Worshipful, to reduce 
all rude matter into proper form ; to 
bring to due subjection irregular pas- 
sions, and to circumscribe them by 
harmony, order, and duty. 

And lastly, I present to you, the 
Book of Constitutions, in which are con*- 
tained the rules and orders made for 
the good governments of the society ; 
and the charges* which show 7 its na- 
ture, its wisdom, and its utility. With 
this book, Most Worshipful, you will 
direct your lodges to make themselves 
well acquainted — a work in all its 
parts, wor f hy the attention of men the 
most enlightened and judicious. 
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Your arc now, Most Worshipful/ at, 
the head of an order which is calcula- 
ted to unite men by true friendship ; * 
to extend benevolence, and to promote 
virtue. And, give me leave to say^ 
that the honour with which you are in- 
vested is not unworthy of a man, ot the 
highest rank, or mo6t distinguished 
abilities. Permit me, also, to remind 
you, that your faithful attention to the 
duties of your office, and acceptable 
discharge of them, will render you of 
great benefit to one of the most liberal 
institutions upon earth. 

May you do honour to your exalted 
station ; and long enjoy the highest re- 
spect and best wishes of all the frater- 
nity- 

At the initiation of a Clergyman* 

Brother, 

You are a preacher of that reli- 
gion, which inculcates universal be- 
nevolence snd unbounded charity. You 
must, therefore, be fond of the order, 
and zealous for the interests of Free 
Masonry, which, m the strongest mSI- 
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ner, inculcates the same charity and 
benevolence, and which, like that re- 
ligion, encourages eyeiy moral and 
social virtue ; which introduces peace 
and good will among mankind. So 
that, whoever is warmed with the spirit 
of christanity, must esteem, must love 
Free Masonry. 

Here virtue, the grand object in 
veiw, luminous as the meridian suo v 
shines refulgent on the mind ; enliv- 
ens the heart, and warms it with sym- 
pathy and affection. 

Though every man, who, carefully 
listens to the dictates of reason, may 
arrive at a clear, persuasion of the beau- 
ty and necessity of virtue, fcfoth private 
and publick, yet it is a full recom- 
mendation of a society to have these 
pursuits continually in view, as the sole % 
objects of their association : And these 
are the laudable bonds which unite us 
in one indissoluble fraternity. 
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: At ilie initiation of a Foreigner. 

Brother, , 

You, the native and subject of an- 
other nation, by entering into our or- 
der have connected yourself, by sacred 
and affectionate ties, with thousands of 
Masons in this, and other countries : 
Ever recollect that the order you have 
entered into, bids you always to look 
upon the \\ orld as one great republick, 
of which every nation is a family, and 
every particular person a child, Whon f 
therefore, you return and settle in your 
own country, take care that the pro* 
gress of friendship be not confined to 
the narrow circle of. national connec- 
tions* or particular religions ; btit kt 
it be universal, and extend to every 
branch of the., human race. At the 
same tinie remember that, besides th$ 



at this time entered into obligations, 
which engage you to kind and" friend- 
ly actions to your brother Masons, of 
Vbatev^r station, country, pr re^gi,on v 



common ties of humanity. 
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At the initiation of a Soldier. 

Brother, 

Our institution breathes a spirit of 
general philanthropy. Its benefits, 
considered in a social view, are exten- 
sive. It unites all mankind* It, in ev- 
ery nation, opens an asylum to virtue 
in distress, and grants hospitality to 
the necessitous and unfortunate. The 
sublime principles of universal good- 
ness, and love to all mankind, which 
are essential to it, cannot be lost in na- 
tional distinctions, prejudices, and ani- 
mosities. The rage of contest it ha$ 
abated, and substituted in its stead the 
milder emotions of humanity. It has 
even taught the pride of victory to 
give way to the dictates of an honoufa- i 
ble connection. j 

Should your country demand your 
Services in foreign wars, and captivity 
should be your portion, taiay you find 
affectionate brethren where others would 
only find enemies, 

In whatever nation you travel, when 
you meet a Mason, you will find a 
brother and a friend, who will do aH 
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in his power to serve you, and who 
will relieve you, should you be poor or 
In distress, to the utmost of his ability* 
and with ready cheerfolrtess. 

At the visitation of lodges. 

It is the duty of the Grand Master 
and Wardens of the Grand Lodge, an- 
nually to inspect and visit the lodges 
under their jurisdiction, either them* 
selves, or proxies* And the present 
interview has alike contributed to our 
satisfaction and to your honour. 
• We are much gratified in perceiving 
4he harmony and decorum of the lodge. 
Continue to maintain them, and you 
will reflect great honour on yourselves 
and on the society. 

We are pleased to find your records 
so perfect ; and that they display such 
proofs of zeal in the great objects of 
.cur institution. 

The attainment of happiness, in some 
form or other, has been the constant 
pursuit of man. But while wealth, 
honour and pleasure, have been prevail- 
ing objects of attention, the philanthnr 
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ka& employed his.talepts in vari. 
,ous, means to sweeten the bitter cup of 
adversity, arid extend the blessings ojf 
friendship- and universal charity.. 

Among these the institution of Free 
Masonry sustains a distinguished rank; 
and although we* cannot,' on this occa- 
sion, delineate its origin or history, we 
ure well assured that its principles and 
influence hare existed from the earliest 
agesy continued in different nations, and 
been * diffused in a degree proportion* 
ate to the rise and progress of learning, 
arts,' freedom, and religion. Nor have 
the beneficial effects of . its doctrines 
and precepts been wrapt in the veil of 
secrecy ; for we might look back to 
the times t of the Patriarchs and Psoph- 
et s, and Aid the names of those who 
were justly venerated for their wisdom; 
prudence, and liberality ; and in every 
generation from the days of Solomon 
to die present period, we - might trace 
the virtue, benevolence,. ?tnd patriotism 
a£ <those who' have . strenuously advo- 
cated the interests of this fraternity. 
. It /is by a frequent recurrence to the 
nature and* design, of our society, ttaft 
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We are enabled to illustrate its useful, 
toess ; and at this time it is peculiarly 
proper to consider the general method 
of preserving inviolate, and transmit* 
ting to posterity, its important privi* 
leges. 

1 The qualifications of Candidates Jbf 
, initiation, first daim our attention ; and 
is a subject in which the honour and 
happiness of the Craft are so deeply 
interested,, that it is the indispensable 
duty of every good Mason to consider 
it* Natural benevolence, industry, 
teraperance,and economy, are the char- 
p$tefestick marks of an honest mind ; 
and, if united, will lead to usefulness 
and publick influence. But when, 
from personal niotives, or merely to 
benefit the funds of the lodge, we ad- 
mit a person of a doubtful character, 
we not only violate our trust, but de- 
feat our own purposes ; for, says an il- 
lustrious Grand Master of old, 44 in th$ 
house of the righteous is much treas- 
ure ; but in the revenue of the wicked 
is trouble." 

The next object of consequence, is 
the appropriation of a suitable time for 
S 
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the instruction of Entered Apprentices 
and Fellow Crafts. It frequently bap- 
pens, and for reasons which at the 
time may appear plausible, that the 
brethren are admitted Master Masons, 
in a manner injurious to themselves, 
and derogatory to the lodge : for, hav- 
ing suddenly attained this privilege^ . 
they have fewer inducements for im* 
provement, and are seldom qualified to 
dignify the important offices. 
' A punctual attendance at the stated 
meetings, when our necessary avoca- 
tions will allow,' is essential to the pros- 
perity of the lodge, and conducive to 
our own improvement. It discovers 
a respect for the institution ; and by 
detaching us from ordinary pursuits, 
enlivens our fraternal union, reminds 
us of our engagements to each other, 
and cherishes those friendly senti- 
ments, which are the strength and or- 
nament of our profession. 

In a country like this, where every 
member of the community is versed in 
the rights of society, and taught from 
the cradle, that distinctions and pre- 
ferment are the reward of merit only, 
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it is scarcely proper to mention the ne- 
cessity of prudence and circumspec- 
tion in the choice of officers. Those 
who are honoured with the suffrages of 
the brethren, should always remember 
jthat their dignity consists in an entire 
conformity to the laws and regulations 
uftder which they are appointed ; and 
. the members should consider, 6n their , 
part, that a due submission to the con- 
stitutional commands of those who are 
appointed to govern, is bat a compli- 
ment to themselves. • 

A regular intercourse with the Gnnd 
Lodge, either by the Master and War- 
dens, or a discreet and well instructed 
representative, is of the highest conse- 
quence ; for it promotes that harmony 
which is the cement of our society i 
and is the easiest way of communica* 
ting with those who are alike prepared 
to sympathize in all our sorrows, and 
participate in all our joys. 

By a frequent and attentive perusal 
of the Book of 'Constitutions, and other 
publications of a similar nature, we 
shall be acquainted with the duties of 
our calling, and may be qualified, not 
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only to preserve the ancient land mark^ 
of our fathers, but to sustain and hon- 
our the most exalted offices among- the* 
brethren. 

The flourishing state of M^somy in 
our own country, has contributed to 
enlarge the boundaries of social happi- 
ness ; and a general knowledge of its 
principles and ceremonies thrpugh this 
jurisdiction, has, with the enjoyment of 
civil and religious freedom, extended 
the blessings of philanthropy among 
every class of our fellow citizens. 

We take our leave of you, assuring 
you of our best wishes for the prosper- 
ity of your lodge. Long may you en- 
joy every satisfaction and delight, 
which disinterested friendship can af- 
ford. May kindness and brotherly love 
distinguish your conduct as men and as 
Masons* Within your peaceful walls, 
may your children's children be taught 
the wonderful mysteries of our order ? 
and move in the vast circle of infinite 
benevolence. And may future genera- 
tions, animated by the recollection of 
your exertions, transmit a benediction 
to their suecessours, like this ancient 
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and expressive language : " God Al- 
mighty bless thee, and make thee FruiU 
ful, and multiply thee ; that thou may- 
est inherit the land wherein thou art a 
stranger ; and thou shalt spread abroad 
to the West and to the East, to the 
North and to the South : And in thee, 
and in thy seed, shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE MANNER OF CONSTITUTING A ) 
LODGE OF MASTER MASONS. 

Any number of Master Masons, not ' 
under seven, desirous of forming a new 
lodge, must apply, by petition, to the 
Grand Lodge of the state in which they 
reside, setting forth, That they arc 
free and accepted Master Masons; . 
that they are at present, or have been, 
members of regular lodges ; that, hav- 
ing the prosperity of the fraternity at 
heart, they are willing to exert their 
best endeavours to promote and dif- 
fuse the genuine principles of Mason- • 
ry ; that, for the convenieney of their 4 
respective dwellings, and for other 
good reasons, they are desirous of form- 
ing a new lodge, in the town of - - - - . 

• — . — , to be named ; 

that in consequence of this desire, they 
pray for letters of dispensation, or a 
warrant of constitution, to empower 
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diem to assemble, as a legal lodge, tq, 
discharge the duties of Masonry, in a 
regular and constitutional manner, ac- 
cording to the original forms of the 
order, and the regulations of the Grand 
Lodge. That they have nominated tod 
do recommend A B to be the first 
Master ; C Dto be the first Senior War- 
den, and £ F to be the first Junior 
Warden, of the said lodge ; that, if the 
prayer of the petition should be grant- 
ed, they promise a strict conformity to 
all the constitutional laws and regula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge. 

This petition, being signed by at 
least seven regular Masons, and re- 
commended by a lodge or lodges adja- 
cent to the place where the new lodge 
is to be holden, is delivered to the 
Grand Secretary, who lays it before the 
Grand Lodge* 

If the petition meets the approba- 
tion of the Grand Lodge, they generally 
order a dispensation to be issued, 
which is signed by the Grand or Depu- 
ty Grand Master, and authorises the pe. 
tirioners to assemble as a legal lodge, 
for a certain specified term of time. 
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la some jurisdictions, the Grand and j 
Deputy Grand Masters, respectfully, 
are invested with authority to grant dis- 
pensations, at pleasure, during the re- 
cess of the Grand Lodge ; in others, j 
they are never issued without the special 
direction of the Grand Lodge. 

Lodges working under dispensations 
are considered merely as agents of the 
Grand Lodge ; their presiding officers i 
are not entitled to the rank of Past { 
Masters ; their officers arfe not privi- 
leged with a vote or voice in the 
Grand Lodge: they cannot change their 
officers without the special approba- 
tion and appointment of the Grand 
Lodge ; and in case of the cessation of 
such lodges, their funds, jewels, and 
other property accumulated by ini- 
tiation into the several degrees, be- 
come the property of the Grand Lodge, 
and must be delivered over to the 
Grand Treasurer, 

When lodges that are at first insti- j 
tuted by dispensation, have passed a 
proper term of probation, they make 
application to the Grand Lodge for a 
charter of constitution. If this be ob- 

i 
i 
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tained, they are then confirmed in the 
possession of their property, and pos- 
sess all the rights and priviliges of 
regularly constituted lodges, as long 
as they conform to the constitution of 
Masonry, 

After a charter is granted by the 
Grand Lodge, the G f Mastpr appoints 
a day and hour for constituting and 
consecrating the new lodge, and for in- 
stalling its Master, Wardens, $J}<J other 
officers. 

If the Grand Master, in person, atr 
tends the ceremony, the lodge is said 
to be constituted in ample form; if 
the Deputy Grand Master only, it is said 
to be constituted in due form / but if 
the power of performing the ceremony 
is vested in a subordinate lodge, it is 
said to be constituted in form. 

» When charters of constitution are 
granted for places where the distance is 
so great as to render \t inconvenient 
for the Grand Officers to attend ; the 
Grand Master, or his deputy, issues a 
written instrument under his hand and 
private seal to some worthy Present or 
Past Master, with full power tp con* 
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jugate, constitute, and instil the peti- 
tioners. 

Ceremony ef Constitution and Const* 
cration* 

On the day and. hour appointed* the 
Grand Master and his officers meet ia 
a convenient room, near to that in 
which the lodge to be constituted is as- 
sembled, and open the Grand Lodge in 
the three degrees of Masonry. 

The ofljeers of the new lodgje are to 
be "examined by the Deputy ' Grand 
Master, after which they return to. their 
lodge* * 

The new lodge then sends a mes- 
senger to the Grand Master with the 
following message, vij&. 

Most Wormupful, 

The officers and brethren of - 

Lodge, who are now assembled 

at have instructed me to in- 
form you, that, the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge [or Grand Master] was 
pleased to grant them a letter of dis- 
pensation, bearing date the • - - ? day 
$f - - - in the year - - - author*?* 
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' ingthem to form and open a lodge of 
free and accepted Masons, in the town 
Of that since that period 

they have regularly assembled, and 
conducted the business of Masonry ac- 

.1 cording to the best of their abilities ; 

k iihat their proceedings having received 
the approbation of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge, they have obtained a charter of 
constitution, and are desirous that their 
lodge shall be consecrated, and their 
officers installed, agreeably to the an- 

. cient usages and customs of the Craft ; 

! for which purpose they are now met, 

I and await the pleasure of the most wor- 
shipful Grand Master. 

| He then returns to his lodge, who 
prepare for the reception of the Grand 
Lodge. When notice is given that 
they are prepared, the Grand Lodge 
walk in procession to their hall. When 
the Grand Master enters, the grand 
honours are given by the new lodge ; 
the officers of \Vhich resign their seats 
to the Grand Officers, and take their 
'several stations on the left. 
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The necessary cautions are then - giv- 
en, and all, excepting Masters and Past ' 
Masters of lodges, are requested to 
retire until the Master of the new 
lodge is placed in the chair of Solomon. 
He is then bound to the faithful per. 
formance of his trust, and invested 
with the characteristiek of the chair. 

Upon due notice, the Grand Mar* 
shal reconducts the brethren into the 
hall, and all take their places, except { 
the members of the new lodge, who 
form a procession on one side of 
the hall, to salute their Master. As 
they advance, the Grand Master ad- 
dressess them " Brethren, behold your 
Master /" As they pass, they make 
the proper salutation ; and when they 
have all passed, he joins them, and 
takes his appropriate station* 
A grand procession is then formed, in 
the following order, via. 

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword ; 
Two Stewards with White Rods j 
Entered Apprentices ; 
Fellow Crafts ; 
Master Masons ; 
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Stewards * 
Junior Deacons ; 
Senior Deacons ; 
Secretaries; 
Treasurers ; 
J*ast Wardens; 
Junior Wardens ; 
Senior Wardens ; 
Past Masters; 
Royal Arch Masons; 
Knights Tempters ; 
Masters of Lodges. 

The Nov Lodge. 

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword ; 
Stewards, with White Rods ; 
Entered Apprentices ; 
Fellow Crafts; 
Master Masons; 
Deacons; . 
Secretary and Treasurer ; 
Two Brethren, carrying the Lodge;* 

Junior and Senior Wardens ; 
The Holy Writings, carried by the 
Oldest Member not in Office; 
The Master; 
Music* 
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The Grand Lodge, - } 

GTand Tyler, witfr a Drawn Sword; 
Grand Stewards-, with White Rods \ 
A Brother, carrying a Golden Vessel 

of Corn;* 
Two Brethren, carrying Silver Ves- 
sels, one of Wine, the other of Oil ; 

Grand Secretaries ; j 
Grand Treasurer ; j 
A Burning Taper, borne by a Past | 
Master ; 

A Past Master, bearing the Holy Wri- 
tings* 

Square and Compass, supported by j 

two Stewards with Rods ; 
Two Burning Tapers, borne by two 
I*ast Masters ; 
Clei^y and Orator ; 
The Tuscan and Composite Orders ; 
The Doric, Ionic and Corinthian Or- 
ders ; 

Past Grand Wardens ; 
Past Deputy Grand Masters ; 
Past Grand Masters ; 
The Globes ; 
Junior and Senior Grand Wardens ; 

I 
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Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter ; 

The Master of the Oldest Lodge, car* 
rying Book of Constitutions ; 
The M. W. GftA^D Master; 
The Grand Deacons, on a line seven 
feet apart, on the right and left of 
the Grand Master, with 
Black Rods ; 
Grand Sword Bearer, with a. Drawn 
Sword ; 

Two Stewards, with White Rods, 

The whde procession moves on to 
the church or house where the service* 
are to be performed. When die front 
of the procession arrives at the door, 
they halt, open to the right and left, 
and face inward, while the Grand 
Master, and others in succession, pass 
through and enter the house, 

A platform is erected in front of the 
pulpit, and provided with seats for the 
accommodation of the grand officers. 

The bible, square and compass, and 
book of constitutions, are placed upon 
a table, in front of the Grand Master ; 
the lodge is placed in the centre, upon 
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the platform, covered with white sftttitt x 
or hnen, and encompassed by three ta- 
pers, and the vessels of corn, wine, and 
oil. 

A piece of musick is performed, and 
the publick services commence with 
prayer, An oration or sermon, upon 
the design and principles of the consti- 
tution, is then delivered by the Grand 
Chaplain, or some one appointed for 
that purpose, which is succeeded by a 
piece of musick. 

The Grand Marshal then directs the 
officers and members, of the new lodge 
to form in front of the Grand Master, 
The Deputy Grand Master addresses 
the Grraad Master, as follows : — 

Most Worshipful, 

A number of brethren, duly in- 
structed hi the mysteries of Masonry, 
having assembled together, at stated 
periods, for some time past, by virtue 
of a dispensation granted them for that 
purpose, do now desire to be constituted 
into a regular lodge, agreeably to the 
ancient usages and customs of the fra* 
ternity. 
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. Their secretary then delivers the 
dispensation and records to the Master 
. elect, who presents them to the Grand 

Master. 

The Grand Master examines the rec- 
ords, and if they are found correct, pro- 
claims, 

The*eeards appear to be properly- 
entered, and are approved. Upon due 
deliberation, the Grand Lodge have 
granted the brethren of this new lodge 
a charter, confirming them in the rights 
^nd privileges of a regular constituted 
hdge ; which the Grand Secretary will 
ijowread. 

After the charter is read, the Grand 
Master then says, 

We shall now proceed, according 
to ancient usage, to constitute these 
brethren into a regular lodge. 

Whereupon the several officers of 
I the new lodge deliver up their jewels 
and badges 1o their Master, who pre- 
sents them, with his own, to the Den- 
T2 
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uty Grand Master, and he to the Grand \ 
Master. 

The Deputy Grand Master now pre** 
sents the Master elect of the new lodge ; 
to the Grand Master, saying, 

Most Worshipful, 

I present you brother , whom 

the members of the lodge now to be 
constituted have chosen for their Ma$* 
ten 

The Grand Master asks them if they 
remain satisfied with their choice; 
(They bow in token of assent J 

The Master then presents, severally, 
his wardens, and other officers, naming 
them and their respective offices. The 
Grand Master asks the brethren if they 
remain satisfied with each and all of 
them, (They bow as before J 

The officers and members of the new 
lodge then form in the broad aisle, in 
front of the Grand Master; and the 
business of consecration commence* 
with solemn mustck. 
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(fremonyofCfinsecration. 
The Grand Master, attended by the 
Grand officers, and the Grand Chaplain, 
form themselves in order round the 
lodge, which is then uncovered. All 
devoutly kneeling, the first clause of 
the consecration prayer is rehearsed, 
as follows, viz. 

Great Architect of die universe,! 
Maker and Ruler of all worlds! deign, 
from thy celestial temple, from realms 
of light and glory, to bless us in all the 
purposes of our present assembly ! 

We humbly invoke thee to givfc 
us, at this and at all times, wisdom in 
all our doings, strength of mind in all 
our difficulties, and the beauty of har- 
mony in all our communications ! 

Permit us, O thou Author of light 
and life, great Source of Love and 
happiness, to erect this lodge,, and now 
solemnly to consecrqte it to the honour 
of thy glory ! 

Glory be to Gad on high* 

[Response by the brethren-] 

As it was in the beginnings & npw 
emd ever shall be ! Arpttfa 
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During the response, the Deputy * 
■Grand Master ,and the Grand Wardens, 
take the vessels of corn, wine, and oil* 
and sprinkle the elements of consecra- 
tion upon the lodge, 

(The Grand Chaplain then continues:) 

Grant, O Lord our God, that those 
who are now about to be invested witi^ 
the government of this lodge, may be 
endued with wisdom to instruct their 
brethren in all their duties. May broth" 
erly love, relief, and truth, always pre- 
vail among the members of this lodge, 
and may this bond of union continue 
to strengthen the lodges throughout 
the world. 

Bless all our brethren, wherever 
dispersed, and grant speedy relief to all 
who are either oppressed or distressed. 

We affectionately commend to thee 
nil tlie members of thy whole family. 
May they increase in the knowledge 
of thee, and in the love of each other. 

Finally — May we finish all our i 
work here below with thine approba- 
tion ; and then have our transition Jfrom 
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this earthly abode to thy heavenly tern; 
pie above, there to enjoy light, glory 
and bliss, ineffable and eternal ! 

Glory be to God on high / 

(Response by the brethren.) 

As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be / Amen !. so mote ip 
,he! Amen! 

Then succeeds solemn musick, while 
the lodge is covered. The Grand Chap* 
lain then dedicates the lodge, in th£ 
following terms : 

To the memory qf HOLY SAINT 
JOHN, we dedicate this lodge. May 
every brother revere his character, and 
imitate his virtutes P 

Glory be to God on high ! 

' (Response.) 

As it was in the beginning, is now f 
and ever shall be, world without end! 
: Amen ! jo mote it be / Amen ! 

A piece of musick is then performed, 
While the brethren pf the new lodge 
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advance ^in procession to saUite the 
Grand Lodge, with their hands crossed 
upon their breasts, and bowing as they 
pass. They then take their places, and 
stand as they were. 

The Grand Master then rises, and 
constitutes the new lodge in the form 
following : 

In the name of the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge, I now constitute and 
form you, my good brethren, into a 
lodge of free and accepted Masons* 
From henceforth I empower you to 
act as a regular lodge, constituted in 
conformity to the rites of our order, and 
the charges of our ancient ;and honoyr- 
able fraternity ; and may the Supreme 
Architect of the universe prosper, di- 
rect, and counsel you in ^Jl your do- 




[ Response by all the brethren*] 
So mote it be I 

The ceremony of installation then 
succeed^ 
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Ceremony &f Installation. 

1 The Grand Master* asks his depu- 
ty, Whether he has examined the 
Master nominated in the warrant, and 
finds him well skilled in the noble sci- 
ence and the royal art. The deputy, 
answering in the affirmative,! by the . 
Grand Master's order, takes the candi- 
date from among his fellows, and pre-: 
sents him at the pedestal, saying. 
Most Worshipful Grand: Master, J. 
present my worthy brother, AB, to 
be installed Master of this new lodge. 
I find him to be of good morals, and 
of great skill, true and trusty ; and as 
he is a lover of the whole fraternity, 
wheresoever dispersed over the face of 
the earth, I doubt not that Jhe will dis- 
charge his duty with fidelity. 

* In this, and other similar instances, where 
the Grand Master is specified in acting, ma 
be understood any Master who performs 
ceremony. 

f A private examination is understood to 
precede the installation of every officer. 
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The Grand Master then addressed 
him : • 

BaoTMiR, 

Previous to your investure* it is 
necessary that you should signify your 
assent to those ancient charges and re- 
gulations which point out the duty of 
a Master of a lodge. 

The Grand Master then reads, or or- 
dm to be read, a summary of the an- 
cient charges to the Master elect, as 
follows, viz : 

1. You agree to be a good man 
and true, and strictly to obey die mor- 
al law. 

2. You agree to be a peaceable 

subject, and cheerfully to conform to 
the laws of the country in which you 

reside. 

3* You promise not to be con- 
cerned in plots and conspiracies against 
government, - but patiently to submit 
to the decisions of the supreme legis* 
ure. 

4, You agree to pay a proper if* 
spect to the civil magistrate, to work 
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diligently, live Creditably, and act ho- 
nourably by all men* 

5. You agree to hold in veneration 
the original rulers and patrons of the 
order of Masonry, and their regular 
successours, supreme and subordinate, 
according to their stations ; and to sub* 
mit to the awards and resolutions of 
your brethren when convened, in every 
case consistent with the constitution* 
cf the order. 

6. You agree to avoid private piques 
and quarrels, and to guard against in- 
temperance and excess. 

7. You agree to be cautious in car- 
riage and behaviour, courteous to your 
brethren, and faithful to your lodge. 

8. You promise to respect genuine 
brethren, and to discountenance im- 
postors, and all dissenters from the orir 
ginal plan of Masonry. 

9. You agree to promote the gener- 
al good of society, to cultivate the so 
cial virtues, and to propagate the know- 
ledge of the art. 

10. You promise to pay homage tti 
the Grand Master for the time beinp\ 
md to his officers when dulv installed j 

U 
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and strictly to conform to every edict 
of the Grand Lodge, or general assem- 
bly of Masons, that is not subversive 
of the principles and ground work of 
Masonry, 

11. You admit that it is not in the 
power of any man, or body of men, to 
make innovations in the body of Ma- 
sonry* 

12. You promise a regular attend- 
ance on the committees and communi- 
cations of the Grand Lodge, on receiv- 
ing proper notice ; and to pay atten- 
tion to all the duties of Masonry, on 
convenient occasions. 

13. You admit that no new lodge 
shall be formed without permission of 
the Grand Lodge ; and that no coun- 

enance be given to any irregular lodge, 
to any person clandestinely initia- 
therein, being contrary to the an- 
it charges of the order. 

14. You admit that no person can 
be regularly made a Mason in, or ad- 

ted a member of any regular lodge, 
hont previous notice, and due in- 
ky into his character. 
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15, You agree that no visitors shall 
be received into your lodge without 
due examination, and producing pro- 
per vouchers of their having been ini- 
tiated in a regular lodge. 

These are the regulations of free 
and accepted Masons* 

The Grand Master then addresses 
the Master elect in the following man- 
ner : Do jrou submit to these charges, 
and promise to support these regula- 
tions, as Masters have done in all ag£s 
before you ? The new Master having 
signified his cordial submission as be- 
fore, the Grand Master thus addresses 
him : 

Brother A B, 

In consequence of your cheerful con- 
formity to the charges and regulations 
of the order, you are now to be install- 
ed Master of this new lodge, in lull 
confidence of your care, skill, and ca- 
pacity, to govern the same, 

The new Master is then regularly 
invested with the insignia of hit office* 
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and the furniture apd implements o/ I 
his lodge. 

The various implements of the pro- 
fession ar£ emblepiatical of our con- 
duct in life,' and upon this occasion 
carefully enumerated. 

The Holy Writings, that great light 
in Masonry, will guide you to all truth ; 
it will direct your paths to the temple 
of happiness, and point pijt to you the 
whole duty of man f 
'\[ The Square teaches to regulate our 
actions by rule and line, and to har- 
monize our conduct by the principles 
of morality and virtue. 
f [ The Compass teaches to limit pur 
desires in every station, that, rising to 
eminence by merit, we may Jiye re- 
spected, and die regretted. 

The Hufe directs, that we should 
punctually observe our duty; press 
ibrward in the path of virtue, and nei- 
ther inclining to the right nor to the 
left, in all our actions have eternity in 
view. 

The Line teaches the criterion of 
jnoral rectitude, to avoid dissimulation 
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in conversation and action, and to di- 



rect our steps to the path which leads 
to immortality, 

The Book of Constitutions you arc 
to search at all times. Cause it to be 
read in your lodge, that none may pre- 
tend ignorance of the excellent pre- 
cepts it enjoins. 

• Lasdy, you receive in charge the 
By Laws of your lodge, which yoi$ 
are to see carefully and punctually eg* 
ecuted 

The jewels of the officers of the new 
lodge being then returned to the Mas- 
ter, he delivers them, respectfully, to 
the several officers of the Grand Lodge, 
according to their rank. 

The subordinate officers of the new 
lodge are then invested with their jew- 
els, by the Grand Officers of corres- 
ponding rank ; and are by them sever- 
ally in turn, conducted to the Grand j 
Master, who delivers each of them a 
short charge, as follows, viz : 
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THE SENIOR WARDEN, 

JJrother C D, 

You are appointed Senior Warden 
of this new lodge, and are pow invent- 
ed with the ensign of your office. 

The Level demonstrates that we are 
descended from the same stock, par- 
take of the same nature, and share the 
same hope ; and though distinctions 
among men are necessary to preserve 
subordination, yet no eminence of sta- 
tion should make us forget that we 
are brethren ; for he who is placed on 
the lowest spoke of fortune's wheel, 
ipay be entitled to our regard; be-* 
cause a time will come, and the wisest 
knows not how soon, when all distinc- 
tions, but that of goodness, shall cease ; B 
and death, the grand leveller, of human 
greatness, reduce us to the same state. 
Your regular attendance on our sta- 
ted meetings is essentially necessary ; 
in the absence of the Master you are 
to govern this lodge ; in his presence 
u are to assist him in the govern- 
-:u of it. I firmly rely on your 
tfiowledge of Masonry, and attach* 
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ifjent to the lodge, for the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of this important 
trust.— Look well to the West! 

THE JUNJOR WARDEN. 

Brother E F, 

You are appointed Junior Warden 
of this new lodge ; and are now invest- 
ed with the badge of your office. 

The Plumb admonishes us to walk 
uprightly in our several stations, to 
hold the scale of justice in equal poise, 
to observe the just medium between 
intemperance ar*d pleasure, and to 
make our passions and prejudices co- 
incide with the line of our duty. 

To you, with such assistance as may 
4 be necessary, is entrusted the examina- 
tion of visitors, and the recq^tion of 
p candidates, To you is also commit- 
ted the superintendence of the Craft 
; during the hours of refreshment ; it is 
therefore indispensably necessary, that 
you should not only be temperate and 
discreet, in the indulgence of your own 
inclinations, but^parefully observe that 
none of the Craft be suffered to convet* 
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the purposes of refreshment into in- I 
temperance and excess. 

Your regular and punctual attend- 
ance is particularly requested ; and I 
have no doubt that you will faithfully 
execute the duty which you owe to 
your present appointment.— Zoo* well 
fo the South / 

THE TREASURER. 

Brother G H, 

You are appointed Treasurer of this 
new lodge. It is your duty to receive 
all monies from the hands of the Sec- 
retary, keep just and regular accounts 
of the same, and pay them out at the 
Worshipful Master's will and pleasure, 
with the consent of the lodge. I trust, 
your regard for the fraternity will 
prompt you to the faithful discharge of 
die duties of your office, * 

fHE SECRETARY. 

Brother IK, j 
You are appointed Secretary of this \ 
new Jodge. ' It is your duty to observe 
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the Worshipful Master's will and pleas-, 
ure, to record the proceedings of the 
lodge, to repeive ail monies, and pay 
them into the hands of the Treasurer. 

Your good incliiuition to Masonry 
and this lodge, I hope, will induce you 
to discharge your office with fidelity, 
and by so doing, ypu will merit the 
esteem and applause of your brethren, 

SHE SENIQR AND JUNIOR DEACONS* 

Brothers L M andN O, 

You are appointed beacons of this 
$ew lodge* It is your province to at- 
tend on the Master and Wardens, and 
to act as. their proxies in the active 
duties of the lodge ; such as in the re- 
ception of candidates into the different 
degrees of Masonry ; die introduction 
and accommodation of visitors, and in 
the immediate practice of our rites. 
Those colurnns, as badges of your of- 
fice, I entrust to your care, not doub^ 




THE STEWARDS, 

Brothers P Q and R S, 

You are appointed Stewards of this 
new lodge. The duties of your office 
are, to assist in the collection of dues 
and subscriptions, to keep an account 
of the lodge expenses, to see that the 
tables are properly furnished at refresh* 
ment, and that every brother is suita* 
bly provided for: and generally to as*, 
sist the Deacons and other officers in | 
performing their respective duties. 
Your regular and early attendance will 
afford the best proof of your zeal an<J 
attachment tp the lodge, 

THE TYLE* 

Is then appointed, and receives the 
instrument of his office, with a short 
charge on the occasion. 

The Grand Master then addresses 




officers and members of the new 
ige a$ follows ; 
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Charge upon the installation of the 

. Officers of a lodge. - 

Worshipful Master, \ 
The Grand Lodge having committed c 
to your care the superintendence and 
government of the brethren who are to 
compose this new lodge, you cannot • 
be insensible of the obligations which ( 
devolve on you, as their head ; nor of i 
your responsibility for the faithful dis- 
charge of the important duties annexed 
to your appointment. 

The honour, reputation, and useful- 
ness of your lodge will materially de r 
pend on the skill and assiduity with 
which you manage its concerns ; while 
the happiness of its members will be 
generally promoted, in proportion to 
the zeal and ability with which you 
propagate the genuine principles of /m 
our institution. 

For a pattern of imitation, consider 
the great luminary of nature, which, a| 
rising in the East, regularly diffuses 
light and lustre to all within its circle. 
In like manner it is your province to j& 
spread and communicate light and in- '| 



structfon* to the brethren of your lodge* I 
Forcibly impress upon them the digni- 
ty and high importance of Masonry j 
and seriously admonish them" never to 
disgrace it. Charge them to practice 
out of the lodge, those duties which 
they have been taught in it ; and by 
amiable, discreet, and virtuous con- 
duct, to convince mankind of the good- 
ness of the institution; sd that when 
any one is said to be a member of it, 
the world may know that he is one to 
whom the burthened heart may pour | 
out its sorrows ; to whom distress may 
prefer its suit ; whose hand is guided 
by justice, and his heart expanded by 
benevolence. In short,' by a diligent 
observance of the By Laws of your lodge, 
the constitutions of Masonry, and 
above all the Holy Scriptures, which are < 
given as a rule and guide to your faith, 
you will be enabled to acquit yourself 
with honour and repulation, and lay up 
£ crown of rejoicing* which shall con- 
tinue whe$ time stall be no more; 
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Brother Senior and Junior: 
Wardens, 
Yon are too well acquainted with the 
principles of Masonry to warrant any 
distrust that you will be found want- 
ihg in the discharge of your respective 
duties. Suffice it to mention, that 
what you have seen praiseworthy in 
others, you should carefully imitate ; 
and what in them may have appeared 
defective, you should in yourselves 
amend. You should be. examples of 
good order and regularity ; for it is on- 
ly by a due regard to the laws in your 
own conduct, th&t you can expect obe- 
dience to them from others. You are 
assiduously to assist jjhe Master in the 
discharge of his trust ; diffusing light 
and imparting knowledge to all whom 
he shall place under your care. In the 
absence of the Master you will succeed 
to higher duties ; your acquirements 
must therefore be such, as that the 
Craft may never suffer for want of 
proper instruction. From the spirit 
which you have hitherto evinced, I en- 
tertain no doubt that your future con- 
•duct will be such as to merit the ap- 
V 
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plause of your brethren, and the testi- 
mony of a good conscience. 

Brethren of Lodge, 

Such is the nature of our constitu- 
tion, that as some must of necessity 
rule and teach, so others must of course 
learn to submit and obey. Humility 
in both is an essential duty. The of- 
ficers who are appointed to govern 
your lodge, are sufficiently conversant 
with the rules of propriety, and the 
laws of the institution, to avoid ex- 
ceeding the powers with which they 
are entrusted; and you are of too 
generous dispositions to envy their pre- 
ferment. I therefore trust that you 
will have but one aim, to please each 
other, and unite in the grand design of 
being happy and communicating hap- 
piness. 

Finally, my brethren, as this associa- 
tion has been formed and perfected in 
so much unanimity and concord, in 
which we greatly rejoice, so - may it 
long continue. May you long enjoy 
every satisfaction and delight, which 
disinterested friendship can affprcL 
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May kihdness and brotherly affection 
distinguish your conduct as men and 
as Masons* Within your peaceful 
walls, may your children's children ce- 
lebrate with joy and gratitude the trans- 
actions of this auspicious solemnity. 
And may the tenets of our profession 
be transmitted through your lodge, 
pure and unimpaired, from generation 
$o generation. 

The Grand Marshal then proclaims 
the new lodge in the following man- 
ner, viz. 

In the name of the Most Worshipful 

Grand Lodge pf the state of , I 

I proclaim this new lodge, by the name 
! of ........ Lodge, duly constituted. 

This poclamation is made thrice, and 
each time followed with a flourish of 
drums or trumpets. 

The Grand Chaplain then makes the 
, concluding prayer, which ends the 

public^ ceremonies. 
■ The grand procession is then form* 
ed in the same order as before, and re* 
turns to the hall. 

The Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
•Master, and G. Warden being seat* 

■ 
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ed, all but Master Masons, are caused 
to retire, and the procession continues 
round the hall, which upon passing 
the several Grand Officers, pays them 
due homage, by the usual congratula. 
tions and honours, in the different de- 
grees. During the procession (which 
passes three times round the lodge) 
an appropriate song is sung which con- 
cludes the ceremony pf inetalUltKmt 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 1 

REMARKS ON" THE ORDER OF HIGH 
PRIEST. 

This order appertains to the office 
of High Priest of a Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, and no one can be legally entitled 
to receive it until he has been elected 
to sustain that office in seme regular 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

The following passages of scripture 
are made use of during the ceremonies 
appertaining to this order, viz : 

Genesis, chap. 14. " And they took 
Lot, Abram's brothers son (who dwelt 
in Sodom) and his goods, and depart- 
ed. And there came one that had es-i 
caped, and told Abrara the Hebrew;, 
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre, 
the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, nnd 
brother of Aner : and these were con- 
federate with Abram. And when Av 
bram heard that his brother was taket* 
captive* hg armed his trained servant^ 
V2 
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born in his own»house, three hundred 
and eighteen, and pursued them unto 
Dan. And he divided himself against 
them, he and his servants, by night, 
and smote them, and pursued them 
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand 
of Damascus. And he brought back 
all the goods, and also brought again 
his brother Lot, and his goods, and 
die women also, and the people. And 
the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him, (after his return from the slaugh- 
ter of Chedorlaomer, and of the king9 
that were with him,) at the valley of 
Sheveh, which is the king's dale. And 
Meichisedeck, king of Salem, brought 
forth bread and wine : and he was the 
priest of the most high God. And he 
blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the most high God, posses- 
sor of heaven and earth : and blessed 
]be the most high God, which hath de- 
livered thine enemies into thy hand. 
And he gave him tithes of all. And the 
king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give 
me the persons, and take the goods to 
ijiy&eLL And Abram said to the king 
*f Sodom, I have lifted up miqp hand 
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unto the Lord, the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven and earth, that I 
will not take from a thread even to a 
shoe latchet, and that I will not take 
any thing that is thine, lest thou should- 
est say, I have made Abram rich ; 
Save only that which the young men 
have eaten, and the portion of the men 
which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, 
and Mamre ; let them take their por- 
tion.'' 

Numb. chap. 6. " And the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 
Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On 
this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel, saying unto them, The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee; the Lord 
make his face shine upon theej and be 
gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up 
his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace." 

Hebrews, chap. 7. " For this Mel- 
chisedeck, king of Salem, priest of the 
most high God, who met Abraham re- 
turning from the slaughter 6f the kings 
'tod blessed him ; to whom also Abra- 
ham gave a tenth part of all ; (first be- 
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iftg, by interpretation, King of right- 
eousness, and after that also King of 
Salem, which is King of peace ; with- 
out father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life, but made like 
unto the Son of God ;) abideth a 
priest continually. Now consider 
how great this man was, unto \tfhora 
even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils. And verily they 
that are of the sons of Levi, who re- 
ceive the office of the priesthood, have 
•a commandment to take tithes of the 
people according to the law, that is of 
their brethren, though they come out 
erf the loins of Abraham." 

" For he testifieth, Thou art a priest 
for ever, after the order of Melchise- 
drck." 

u And inasmuch as not without an 
oath he was made priest." 

11 For those priests (under the Le- 
vitical law J were made wkhout an 
oath ; but this with an oath, by him 
that said unto him, The Lord sware, 
land will not repent, Thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchise- 
leck." < 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE MANNER OF CONSTITUTING 
NEW CHAPTERS AND THE CER- 
EMONIES USED ON THE OCCA- 

. SION. 

1. The Grand Officers will meet at 
% convenient place and open. 

2. The subordinate Chapter wHI 
meet in the outer courts of their hall, 
and form an avenue for the reception of 

- the Grand Officers. 

3. When formed they will despatch 
a committee to the place where the 
Grand Officers are assembled, to in- 
form the Grand Marshal that the Chap- 
ter is prepared to receive them ; die 
Grand Marshal will announce the same 
to the Grand Officers, and introduce 
the committee. 

j 4. The Grand Officers will move in • 
I procession, conducted by the commit- T 
I tee, to the hall of the Chapter ; when 
the Grand High Priest enters, the 
Chapter will give the Grand Honours, 



^56 



5. When the Grand Officers have 
passed tlirough the avenue, they coun- 
ter-march in the rear of the left hand 
line and face to the left ; in the mean 
time the Chapter will form rank entire, 
and face to the front ; the officers of 
the Chapter then file off, and form a 
front rank two paces in advance of 
their members, 

6. The Grand Secretary will then 
eall over the names of the officers efect, 
and the Grand High Priest will ask 
whether they accept their respective of* 
fices. If they answer in the affirmative, 
he then asks the members if they re- 
main satisfied with their choice. If 
they answer in the affirmative/ he di- 
rects these officers to approach the sa- 
cred volume, and become qualified 
for installation according to ancient 
usage and custom. 

. 7. The Grand Marshal will then 
form the whole in procession, in sin- 
gle file, and they will march through 
; the aisles into the inner appdrtment, 
where they will surround the Altar % 
which is to bp previously furnished 
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Mid prepared, in ample form* for rite 
occasion* 

8. All present will then kneel and 
the following prayer will be recited i 

PRAYER. 

Almighty and Supreme High Priest 
6f heaven and earth ! who is there in 
heaven but thee, and who upon the 
earth can stand in competition with 
thee? thy omniscient mind brings all 
things i(i review, past, present, and to 
come ; thine omnipotent arm directs 
the movements of the vast creation ; 
thine omnipresent eye pervades the se- 
cret recesses of every heart ; thy bounds- 
less beneficence supplies us with every 
comfort and enjoyment ; and thine un- 
speakable perfections and glory sur- 

Sass the understandings of the ehil- 
ren of men ! Our Father who art in 
heaven,we invoke thy benediction upon 
the purposes of our present assembly ; 
let this Chapter be established to thine 
honour; let its officers be endowed with 
wisdom to discern, and fidelity to pur* 
sue its truest interests ; let its mem- 
bers be ever mindful of the duty they 
9we to their God, the obedience they 
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owe to their superiours, the love, they 
owe to tHeir equals, and the good wilt 
they owe to all mankind. Let this 
Chapter be consecrated to thy glory> 
and its members ever exemplify their 
love to God by their beneficence to 
man. 

Glory be to God on high ! 
Response. Amen ! So mote it be I 

9. The whole then repair to their 
appropriate stations.* 

10. An Anthem or Ode is to be 
performed. 

11. An Oration or Address is to be 
delivered. 

12. An Ode or piece of music. 
£13. The Deputy Grand High Priest, 

then rises and informs the Grand High 
Priest, that a number of Companions 
duly instructed in the sublime myste- 

' *Those paragraphs which are enclosed 
within brackets apply exclusively to cases 
when new Chapters were instituted, and their 
officers Installed for the first time The rest 
apply equally to such cases as well as to &f»~ 
nual'insta Hations* 
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$es, being desirous of promoting the 
honour and propagating the principles 
of the Art, have applied to the Grand 
Chapter for a warrant to constitute a 
new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
which having obtained, they' are now 
assembled for the purpose of being 
constituted, and having their officers 
installed in due form .] 

[14. The Grand Marshal will then 
form the officers and members of the 
new Chapter in front of the Grand Offi- 
cers; after which the Grand High 
Priest directs the Grand Secretary to 
read the warrant.] 

[15. The Grand High Priest then 
rises and says, By virtue of the high 
powers in me vested, I do form. you, 
my respected companions, into a regu- 
lar Chapter of Royal Arch Masom 
from henceforth you are authoriz " 
and empowered to open and hold 
lodge of Mark Masters, Past Masters, 
and Most Excellent Masters, and | 
Chapter <tf Royal Arch Masons ; and 
to do and perform all such things as 
thereunto may appertain ; conforming 1 
, m ail your doings to the G, G. Roy- 



260 



at Arch Constitution, and the general 
regulations of the State Grand Chap- 
ter ; and may the God of your fathers 
be with you, guide- and direct you in 
all your doings.} 

[16. The public Grand Honours 
will then be given by the officers jand 
members of the new Chapter white 
passing in review in front of the Grand 
Officers.] 

17. The furniture, clothing, jew- 
els, implements, utensils, &c. belong- 
ing to the Chapter,, (having been pre- 
viously placed in the centre, in front of 
the Grand Officers, covered) are now 
uncovered, [and the new Chapter i& 
dedicated in ancient manner and form, 
as is well described in the Most 
cellent Master's degree.] 

18. The Deputy Grand High Priest 
will then present the first officer of the 
new Chapter to the Grand High Priest, 
saying, 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

I present you my worthy compan- 
ion ., nominated in the war- 

ftnt, to be installed High Priest of this 
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new Chapter ; I find him to be skilful 
in the Royal Art, and attentive to the 
moral precepts of our forefathers, and 
have therefore no doubt but he will dis- 
charge the duties of his office with fidel- 
ity- 

The Grand High Priest then addres* 
ses him as follows : 

Most Excellent Compamoitj 

I feel much satisfaction in perform- 
ing my duty on the present occasion, 
by installing you into the office of High 
Priest of this new Chapter. It is an 
office highly honourable to all those 
who diligently perform the important 
duties annexed to it ; your reputed 
Masonick knowledge* however, pre- 
cludes the necessity of a particular 
enumeration of those duties ; I shall 
therefore, only observe, that hy a fret/ 
quent recurrence to die Constitution 
and general regulations, and a con- 
stant practice of the several sublime 
lectures and charges, you will be best 
able to fulfil them ; and I am confi- 
dent that the companions who are 
chosen to preside with you, will give 
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strength to your endeavours, and sup- 
port your exertions.— I shall now pro- 
pose certain questions to you, relative 
to the duties of your office and to 
which I must request your unequivo- 
cal answer, 

1. Do you solemnly promise that 
you will redouble your endeavours to 
correct the vices, purify the morals, 
and promote the happiness of those of 
your brethren who have attained this 
sublime degree, 

2. That you will never suffer your 
Chapter to be opened unless there be * 
present nine regular Royal Arch Ma^ 
sons. 

3. That you will never suffer either 
more or less than three Brethren to be 
exalted in your Chapter at one and 
the same time; 

4. That you will not exalt any one 
to this degree, who has not shown a 
charitable and humane disposition ; or 
who has not made a considerable profi- 
ciency in the foregoing degrees. 

5. That you will promote the gene- 
ral good of our order, and on all proper. 
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occasions be ready to give and receive 
instructions, and particularly from the 
General and State Grand Officers* 

6. That to the utmost of your pow- 
er you will preserve the solemnities of 
our ceremonies, and behave, in open 
Chapter, with the most profound re- 
spect and reverence, as an example to 
your companions* 

7. That you will not acknowledge 
or have intercourse with any Chapter 
that does not work under a constitu- 
tional warrant or dispensation. 

8. That you will not ^dmit arty vis- 

f itor into your Chapter who has not 
been exalted in a Chapter legally con- 
stituted, without his first being formal- 
ly healed, 
i 9. That you will observe and 
, port such By Laws as may be made 
your Chapter, in conformity to 
General Grand Royal Arch Constitu- 
tion, and the general regulations of the 
Grand Chapter. 

10. That you will pay due respect* 
| and obedience to the instructions of 
i the General and State Grand Office r$ 
I particularly relating to the several Lec- 
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lures and Charges, and will resign the 
Chair to them, severally, when they 
may visit your Chapter, 

11, That you will support and ob- 
serve the General Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution, and the general regular 
tions of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter under whose authority you act. 

Do you submit to all these things, • 
and do you promise to observe and 
practice them faithfully ? 

These questions being answered in 
the affirmative, the companions all 
kneel in due from, and the Grand High 
Priest or Grand Chaplain repeats the 
following or some other suitable pray- 
er. 

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, 
the Great High Priest of heaven and 

earth. 

We approach thee with reverence, 
and implore thy blessing on the Com* 
pinion appointed to preside over this 
irw assembly, and now prostrate be- 
jrfbrc thee ; fill his heart with thy fear, 
that his tongue and actions may 
pronounce thy glory. Make him- 
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atedfast in thy {service: grant hity 
firmness of mind ; animate his heart, 
and strengthen his endeavours; may 
he teach thy judgment and thy laws 5 
and may the incense he shall put be- 
fore thee, upon thine altar, prove apt 
acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless 
him, O Lord, and bless the work of 
his hands, — Accept us in mercy : hear 
thou froiji heaven thy dwelling-place, 
I and forgive our transgressions, 

, Glory be to God the Father ; as it 
was in the beginning, &c. 

Response. So mote it be, 

S 19, The^ Grand High Priest will 
then cause the High Priest elect to be 
invested with the clothing, badges, &c, 
after which he will address him as fol- 
lows, viz. 

Companion, .. m •„ 

In consequence of your cheerful ac- 
quiescence with the charges which you. 
have heard recited, you are now quali* . 
fied for installation as the High Priest 
of this Royal Arch Chapter ; and it is 
incumbent upon me, upon this occ*t- 
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sion, to point out some of the particu- 
lars appertaining to your office, duty, 
and dignity. 

All legally constituted bodies of 
Ro>al Arch Masons are called Chap- 
ters; as regular bodies of Masons of 
all other degrees are called Lodges. — 
Every Chapter ought to assemble for 
work, at least once in every three 
months ; and must consist of a High 
Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the 
Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch 
Captain, three Masters of Uie Veils, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and as many 
members as may be found convenient 
for working to advantage. 

The officers of the Chapter officiate 
in the Lodge holden for conferring the 
preparatory degrees according to rank, 
&s follows : 

The High Priest as — — — Master. 
The King as Senior Warden. 
The Scribe as Junior Warden* 
The Capt. of the Host as Marshal or 
Master of Ceremonies. 
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The Principal Sojourner as Junior 

Deacon, 

The Royal Arch Captain as Senior 
Deacon. 

The Master gf tlie first Veil as Jun- 
ior Overseer, 

The Master of the second Veil as 
Senior Overseer. 

The Master of the third Veil as Mas^ 
ter Overseer. 

The Secretary, Treasurer, and Ty* 
\tv as officers of corresponding jraiik. 

The High Priest of every Chapter 
has it in special charge to see that the 
By Laws of this Chapter, as well ag 
the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, 
and the Regulations of the Grand 
Chapter are duly observed; that all 
the officers of his Chapter perform the 
duties of their respective offices faith- 
fully, and are examples of diligence and 
industry to their companions ; — that 
true and accurate records of all the 
proceedings of the Chapter, are kepfbjt 
the Secretary: — that the Treasurer 
keeps and renders, exact and just ac-. 
£9imts of all die moneys and otbe* 
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property belonging to the Chapter : — 
that the regular returns be made an- 
nually to tfie Grand Chapter : — and 
that the annual dues to the Grand Chap- 
ter be regularly and punctually paid. — 
He has the right and authority of call, 
ing' his Chapter together at pleasure, 
upon any emergency, or occurrence 
which in his judgment may require 
their meeting. — It is his privilege and 
duty, together with his King and 
Scribe, to attend the meetings of the 
Grand Chapter, either in person or by 
proxy, and the- well-being of the insti- 
tution requires that this duty should on 
no occasion be omitted. 
. The office of High Priest is a sta- 
tion highly honourable to all those who 
diligently perform the important du- 
ties annexed to it. By a frequent re- 
currence to the Constitution and Gen- 
eral Regulations and a constant prac- 
tice of the several sublime lectures and 
charges you will be best enabled to 
fulfil those duties, and I am confident 
that the Companions who are chosen 
to preside with yon, will give strength 
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to your endeavours and support to your 
exertions. 

Let the Mire with which you are 
invested remind' you of the dignity of 
the office you sustain, and its inscrip- 
tion impress upon your mind a sense 

your dependence upon God ; — that 

Srfection is not given unto man upon 
5 earth, and that perfect holiness be- 
longeth alone unto the Lord. 
• The Breast-plate, with which you 
are decorated, in imitation of that on 
which were engraven the names of the 
twelve tribes, and worn by the High 
Priest of Israel, is to teach yon that you 
are always to bear in mind your respon* 
I sibility to the laws and ordinances of 
' the institution, and that die honour and 
interests of your Chapter and its mem- 
bers should be always near your heart. 
Hie various colours of the Babes y od 
j wear, are emblematical of every grace 
j and virtue which can adorn and beau* ; 

tify the human mind ; each of which 
| will be briefly illustrated in the course* 
of the charges to be delivered to you* 
subordinate officers. 



. You. trill now take charge <rf yoaf 
officers, standing upon their right, anil 
present severally in succession to the 
Deputy Grand High Priest, by wham 
they will be presented to me for install 
lation. . 

20. The High Priest of the Chapter 
yvill then present his second officer to 
the Deputy Grand . High Priest* wKd 
will present him to the Grand High * 
Priest, in the words of the Constitu- 
tion. The Grand High Priest witt 
ask him whether, he has attended to 
the ancient charges and regulations 
before recited to his superiour officer.; 
if he answers in the affirmative, .he is 
asked whether he fully and (freely as* 
sents to the same ; if he answers in the 
affirmatiye, the Grand High Priest di* 
rects his Deputy to invest him with his j 
Clothing, &c. and then addresses him 
as follows ; viz. ■ i 

Cltarge to the second Officer or King. 

Companion, 

: The . important station to which you 
are elected in this Chapter requires 
from you exemplary conduct, its dti- 



tifes demand your most assiduous at* 
Mention ; you are to second and sup- 
port your Chief in ail the requirements 
if his office* and shotild casualties aft 
any time prevent his attendance, you 
are to succeed him in the performance 
of his denies. 

. Your Badge (the Level surmounted 
hy a Gritton) should remind you, that 
although you are the representative of 
a King; and exalted by dffice above 
your companions, yet that you remain 
upon a level with them a$ respects your 
duty to God, to your 'neighbour, antf 
to yourself;— that you are* equally 
bound with them to be obedient to 
the laws and ordinances of the institu- 
tion, to be charitable, humane and just> 
And to seek every occasion of doing 
good. 

Your office teaches a striking lesson 
of humility. — The institutions of po* 
lit ical society teaoh us to consider the / 
ICing as the chief of created beings, 
tmd that the first duty of his subjects 
is to obey his mandates ; but the in* 
stitutions of our sublime degrees, by 
placing the King in a situation sutter- 
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dinate to fhe High Priest, teach us that 
our duty to God is paramount to ail 
other duties, and should ever claim the 
priority of our obedience to man; 
and that however strongly we may be 
bound to obey the laws of civil society, 
yet that those laws to be just, should 
never intermeddle with matters of con- 
science, nor dictate articles of faith. 

The Scarlet Robe, an emblem of im- 
perial dignity, should remind you of 
the paternal cdncern arid the ardent 
zeal with which you should endeavour 
to promote its prosperity. 

In presenting to you .the Crown, 
which is an emblem of Royalty, I 
would remind you that to reign sove- 
reign in the hearts and affections of 
men must be far more grateful to a 
generous and benevolent mind, than 
to rule over their lives and fortunes - r 
and that to enable you to enjoy this 
preeminence with honour and satisfac- 
tion you must subject your own pas- 
sions and prejudices to the dominion 
of reason and charity* 

You are entitled to the second seat 
* in the. council of your companions.— 
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Let the bright example of your illus- 
trious predecessor in the grand coun-. 
cil at Jerusalem, stimulate you to the 
faithful discharge of your duties ; and 
When the King of kings shall sum non 
you into his immediate presence, from 
his hand may ydu receive a crown of 
glory which shall neveffade away. 
. 21. The King wilHhen retire to the 
liftd of ofl&ers, and the\Scribe will be 
presented, in the i^ahner -before men- 
tioned.^ After his; investure the Grand 
HigH Priest Xvill adefress him as fol- 
lows, viz. : ' 

Charge to. the third Officer or Scribe, 

Companion' — 

: . The office of Scribe, to which you 
are elected, is Very important and re- 
spectable in the, absence .of your su- 
periour officers, y6ir are bound to sue- 
ueed them, and to perform their duties* 
The purposes of th6 mstitutibh ought 
never to suffer for want of hitelTigehce 
In. iti proper officers ; you will there- 
fore perceive the necessity there is of 
your possessing siicV qualifications as 
wili enable you to accomplish those du : 
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ties which are incumbent upon you 
your appropriate station, as well as those 
which may occasionally devolve on you, 
by the absence of your superipurs. 

The Purpk Robe with which you 
are invested is an emblem of Union % 
pnd is calculated to remind you that 
the harmony and unanimity of the 
Chapter shpul(L be your constant aim ; 
and to this end yoij are studiously to 
avoid all occasions of giving ofien.ee, or 
countenancing any ttyng, that may cre- 
ate divisions or distentions. You are 
Jby all the means in your power, tp. en? 
deavour tp establish a permanent union, 
and good qiKterst^nding amongst all 
orders and degrees pf Masonry ; and 
as the glorious Sun at its merjdiaq 
height dispels the mists and clouds 
which obscure the horizon, so may 
your , exertions tend to dissipate the 
gloom of jealousy, envy, and. ftiscord| 
whenever they may appear* 

Your badge fa Plumb rtde r .suf- 
rnounted by the Turban J is ^ji emtleqi 
pf rectitude and %ngilance y< and while 
yoy stand as a watchman upon the tp w-. 

tp guard your companions against 
1he approach t>f those enem}es of hi$* 
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wan felicity, intemperance and excess 
let this faithful monitor ever remind 
you to walk uprightly in your statipn ; 
ad nonishing and animating your com- 
panions to fidelity and industry whilst 
at labour, and to temperance and mod* 
eration whilst at refreshment. : , And 
when the great Watchman of Israel* 
whose eye never t slumbers nor sleeps, 
shall relieve you from your post on 
earth, may he permit you in heaven to 
participate in that food which is 

Such as the saints in glory love, 
And such as angels eat« 

22. The Scribe will then retire to 
the line of officers, and the next officer 
be presented as before. 

Charge to the fourth Officer or Captain 
oftheHosU 

Companion — 

The office with which you are in- 
trusted is of high importance, and de- 
mands your most zealous consideration, • 
The preservation of the most essentia >. 
traits of our ancient customs, usages, 
and land-marks, are within your pro. 
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\ince ; arid it te indispensably rieces* 
jlary that the parts assigned to you, 
in the immediate practice of our rites 
tmd ceremonies, should be perfectly 
understood and correctly administer* 
*d. 

He that brings the blind by a way 
that they know not, and leads them in 
paths that they have npt known, should 
always be weB qualified to make dark- 
ness light before them, and erookeej 
things straight, 

Your office corresponds with that 
of Marshal or Master of ceremp^ 
pies ; — You are to superintend all pro- 
cessions of your Chapter when moving 
as a distinct body, either in poblick or 
private ; and as the world can only 
^udge of our private discipline by our 
publick deportment, you will be careful 
that the utmost order and decorum be 
observed on all such occasions. 

I invest you with the badge of your 
pffice, and presume that you will give 
,p your duties all that study and atten- 
tion which their importance demands 
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. 23. He wilt then retire to the line 
of officers and .the next officer will be 
presented* 

Charge to the fifth Officer or Principal 
Sojourner. 

Companion — 

The office confided to you, though 
subordinate in degree, is equal in im- 
portance to any in the Chapter, that of 
your Chief alone excepted. Your of- 
fice corresponds with that of Junior 
Deacon, in the preparatory degrees* 
Amongst the duties required of you, 
the preparation and introduction of can- 
didates are not the least. As in our in- 
tercoursc with the world experience 
teaches that first impressions are often 
the most durable, and the most dif- 
ficult to eradicate, so it is of great im- 
portance in all cases that those impres- 
sions should be correct and just ; hence 
it is essential that the officer who sus- 
tains the station assigned to you, should 
possess a thorough knowledge of h" 
various duties ; and that he should 
ecute them with a promptitude 
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propriety of deportment that shall give 
them their proper effect, 

Your Robe of Office is an: emblem 
of humility; and teaches that in the 
prosecution of a laudable undertaking, 
we should never decline taking any 
part that may be assigned us, although 
it may be the most difficult or danger- 
' ous. 

The Hose coloured tasselated border,, 
adorning the Robe, is an emblem of 
ardour and perseverance, and signifies 
that when we have engaged in a virtu- 1 
ous cause, notwithstanding all the im- 
pediments, hardships, and trials we 
may be destined to encounter, we 
should endure them all with fortitude, 
and ardently persevere unto. the end; 
resting assured of receiving, at the ter- 
mination of our labours, a noble and 
glorious reward. 

The White Banner ent rusted to your 
care, is emblematical of that purity of 
life and rectitude of conduct, which 
should distinguish every one that passes 
the white veil of the sanctuary. 

Your past exertions will be consid- 
ered as a pledge of your future assidu- 
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ky, in the faithful discharge of youc 
duties. 

24. He will then retire to the line 
of officers, and the next officer is pre- 
sented. 

Charge to the sixth Officer or Royal 
Arch Captain. 

Companion — 

The well known duties of your sta- 
tion require but little elucidation. 
Your office in the preparatory degrees 
corresponds with that of Senior jDeg- 
cori. Jt is your particular province, 
conjointly with the Captain of the 
Host, to attend to the examination of 
all visitors,, and to take care th^t none 
jare permitted to enter the Chapter, but 
such as have travelled the rugged path 
of trial, find evinced their title to our 
favour and friendship. You will be 
ever attentive to the commands of your 
Chief and always near at hand to exe T 
cute them* 

I give it to you strongly in charge^ 
never to suffer any one to pass you£ 
ppst; without the Signet of Traill* 
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I present you the badge of your of- 
fice in expectation of your performing 
your duties with intelligence, assidui- 
ty, and propriety. 

25. He then retires and the three 
Masters of the veils are presented, to* 
gether. 

Charge to the Master of the third Veil 

Companion — 

I present you with the Scarlet Ban* 
her, which is the ensign of your of- 
fice, and with a sword to protect and 
defend the same. The rich and beau- 
tiful colour of your banner isemblem- 
atick of fervency and fidelity ; it is the 
appropriate colour of the Royal Arch 
degree ; it admonishes us that we 
should be fervent in the exercise of 
our devotions to God, and faithful in 
our endeavours to promote the happi- 
ness of man. 

Charge to the Master of the second VeiL 

COMPANION-— 

I invest you with the Purple, Mari- 
ner, which is the ensign of your of- 
fice, and arm you with a sword to en- 
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able ydu to maintain its honour. The 
colour of your Banner i$ produced by 
the combination of two distinct co- 
lours, namely, Blue and Scarlet; the 
former of which is the characteristick 
colour of the symbolick y or first three 
degrees of Masonry, and the latter that 
of the Royal Arch degree. It is an 
emblem of Union f and is the charac- 
teristick colouV of the intermediate de- 
grees. It admonishes us to cultivate 
and improve that spirit of Union and 
harmony, between the brethren of the 
symbolick degrees, and the companions 
of the sublime degrees, which should 
ever distinguish jhe members of a so- 
ciety founded upon the principles of % 
everlasting truth and universal philan- 
thropy. 

Charge to the Master of the first Veil. 

Companion — 

I invest you with the Blue Banner, 
which is the ensign of your office, and 
a sword for its defence an4 protection. 
The colour of your Banner is one of 
the most durable and beautiful in na- 
ture. It is the appropriate colour 
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ftddpted and worn by our ancient bretll- | 
fen of the three symbolick degrees^ and I 
is the peculiar characteristick of an in- J 
stitution which has stood the test of ages 
and which is as much distinguished by ! 
the durability of its materials, or princi- j 
pies, as by the beauty of its superstore^ I 
tur«. It is an emblem of universal be- | 
neyolence, aikl instructs tis that in the 
mind of a Mason, this virtue should 
be as expansive as the Blue Arch of 
heaven itself. 

Charge to the three Masters of the 
Veils as Overseers* 

Companions — 

Those who are placed as dverseers 
of any. work should be well qualified 
to judge of its beauties and deformi- 
ties^ its excellencies aqd defects ; they 
should be capable of estimating the 
former and amending the latter. This 
consideration should induce you to 
cultivate and improve all those qualifi- 
cations with which you are already en- 
dowed, as well as to persevere m your 
endeavours to acquire those which you 
may be m any wise deficient in. Let 
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the various colours of the Banners com- 
mitted to your charge, admonish you 
to the exercise of. the several virtues ; 
TVhich they are emblematick of; and you 
are to enjoin the practice of those vir- 
tues upon all those who shall present 
themselves, or the work of their hands | 
for your inspection. Let no work re- I 
I ceive your approbation but such as is 
! calculated to adorn and strengthen the 
Masonick edifice. Be industrious and 
I faithful in practising and disseminating 
! a knowledge of the true and perfect 
I <work which alone can stand the test of 
I the Grand Overseer's square in the 
I great day of trial and retribution; 

" then, although every rod should be- 
I come a serpent, and every serpent an 
enemy to this institution, yet shall their 
utmost exertions to destroy its reputa* 
i tion or sap its foundation, become im- 
potent as the leprous hand or as water 
Spilled upon the ground which cannot V.; 
be gathered up again," 
1 26. They then retire, and the SeV 
Ctetary is presented. 

i V 
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Charge to the Secretary. 

Companion — 

I with pleasure invest you with your 
badge as Secretary of this Chapter, 
The qualities which should recom* 
mend a Secretary axe, promptitude in is- 
suing the notifications and orders of 
his superiour officers ; punctuality in 
, attending the meetings of the Chapter ; 
correctness in recording their proceed- 
ings ; judgment in discriminating be-^ 
tween what is proper and what is im- 
proper to be committed to writing; 
regularity in mating his annual returns 
to the Grand Chapter; integrity in 
accounting for all monies that may 
pass through his hands, and fidelity in 
paying the same over into the hands of 
the Treasurer. The possession of these 
good qualities, I presume has desig- 
nated you as a suitable candidate for this 
important office, and I cannot enter- 
tain a doubt that you will discharge 
its duties beneficially to the Chapter, 
and honourably to yourself. And when 
you shall have completed the Record 
©f your transactions here below, and 
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finished the term of your probation, 
may you be admitted in the celestial 
; Graiid Chapter of saints and angels, 
and find your name recorded in the 
Book of Life Eternal. 

27. He then retires and the Treas- 
urer is presented, 

Charge to the Treasurer. 

•Companion— 

You are elected Treasurer of this 
.Chapter, and I have the pleasure of 
investing you with the badge of your 
office. The qualities which should 
recommend a Treasurer are accuracy 
and fidelity ; accuracy in keeping a 
fair and minute account of all receipts 
and disbursements ; fidelity in careful- 
ly preserving all the property and funds 
of the Chapter that may he placed in 
his hands, and rendering a just ac- 
count of the same whenever he is 
called upon for that purpose. I pre- 
fc m ne that your respect for the institu- 
tion, your attachment to the interests 
of your Chapter, and your regard for 
a good name, which is better than prer 
j&ious ointment, will prompt yoij t$ 
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the faithful discharge of the duties of 
your office. 

28. He then retires and the Stew- 
ards are presented. 

Charge to the Stewards. 

Companions — 

You being elected Stewards of the 
Chapter, I with pleasure invest you 
with the badges of your office* It is 
your province to see that ever)' r^ces- 
sarv preparation is made for the con- 
venience and accommodation of the 
Chapter, previous to the time appoint- 
ed for meeting. You are to see that 
the clothing, implements, and furniture 
of each degree respectively, are pro- 
perly disposed, and in suitable array 
for use, whenever they may be requir- 
ed, and that they are secured and pro- 
per care taken of them, when the bu- 
siness of the Chapter is over. You 
are to see that necessary refreshments 
are provided, and that all your com- 
panions, and particularly visitors, are 
suitably accommodated and supplied. 
You are to be frugal and prudent ia 
your disbursements, and to be «refut 
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that no extravagance of waste is com- 
mitted in your department ; and when 
you have faithfully fulfilled your stew- 
ardship here below, may you receive 
from heaven the happy greeting of 
* 4 well done good and faithful servants." 

L 29. Then these retire and the Tyler 
is presented. 

Charge to the Tyler. 

You are appointed Tyler of the 
Chapter, and I invest you with this 
implement of your office* As the 
sword is placed in the hands of the 
•Tyler to enable him effectually to 
guard against the approach of cowans 
and evedroppers, and suffer none to 
pass or repass but such as are duly 
qualified, so it should morally serve as 
a constant admonition to us to set a 
guard at the entrance of our thoughts ; 
to place a watch at the door of our lips ; 
to post a centinel at the avenue of our 
actions, thereby avoiding every unqua- 
lified and unworthy thought, word, and 
deed, and preserving consciences void 
of offence towards God and towards 
plan** 

y 2 
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As the first application from visit- 
er^ for admission into the Chapter, is 
generally made to the Tyler at the 
ddor, your station will often present 
you to the observation of strangers, 
4 it is therefore essentially necessary, 
that he who sustains the office with 
which you are entrusted should be a 
man of good morals, steady habits, 
strict discipline, temperate, affable, and 
discreet. I trust that a just regard 
for the honour and reputation of the 
institution will ever induce you to per- 
form with fidelity the trust reposed ia . 
you ; and when the door of this earth- 
ly taberaacle shall be closed, may you 
find an abundant entrance through the 
gates into the temple and city of our 
God. 

SO. He will retire, and then foL 
Jows an 

Address to the High Priest. 

M. E. Companion; — 

Having been honoured with the free 
suffrages of the members of this Chap, 
ter, you are elected to the most im- 
portant office which is within thek 
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power to bestow. This expression of 
their esteem and respect, should draw 
from you corresponding sensations, 
and your demeanour should be such as 
to repay the honours they have so con- 
spicuously conferred upon you, by an 
honourable and faithful discharge of 
the duties of your office. 

The station you are called to fill is 
important not only as it respects the 
correct practice of our rites and cere- 
monies, and the internal economy of 
the Chapter, over which you preside, 
but the publick reputation of the insti- 
tution will be generally found to rise 
or fall according to the skill or fidelity 
and discretion, with which its concerns 
are managed, and in proportion as the 
characters and conduct of its principal 
officers are estimable or censurable. 

You have accepted a trust to which 
is attached a weight of responsibility 
that will require all your efforts to v 
discharge honourably to yourself and • ' 
satisfactorily to the Chapter. You am?T • 
to see that your officers are capable amjp 
faithful in the exercise of their offices ; m \ :, \ 
should they lack ability you are expect- 

t 
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ed to supply their defects ; you are €o 
watch carefully the progress of their 
performances, and to see that the long 
established customs of the institution 
suffer no derangement in their- hands, 
You are to have a careful eye over 
the general conduct of your Chapter } 
see that due order and subordination i$ 
observed on all occasions; that the 
members are properly instructed ; that 
a due solemnity be observed in the 
practice of our rites ; that no impropr 
<er lenity be permitted at any time y but 
more especially at the introduction of 
strangers among the workmen. In 
fine, you are to be an example to yotnr 
pfficers and members, which they need 
not hesitate to follow ; thus securing j 
to yourself the favour of heaven and 
the applauses of your brethren and 
companions. 

Address to the Officers generally. 

MPANio.Ns in Office — 
Precepts and examples should ever 
gdvance with an equal pace* Those 
pioral duties which yoi* are require4 
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to teach unto others, you should never 
neglect to practice yourselves. 

Do you desire that the demeanour of 
your equals and inferiours towards you 
should be marked with deference and 
respect ? Be sure that you omit no op- 
portimity of furnishing them wilh ex- 
amples in your own conduct towards 
your superiours. Do you desire to ob- 
tain information from those who are 
more wise, or better informed than 
yourselves? Be sure that you .are al- 
ways ready to impart of your know- 
ledge to those within your sphere, who 
stand in need of and are entitled to re- 
ceive it. Do you desire distinction 
among your companions ? Ik sure that 
your claims to preferment are found- 
ed upon superiour attainments ; let no 
ambitious passion be suffered to induce 
you to envy or supplant a companion 
who may be considered as better quaU^J 
ified for promotion than youisdves&a 
but rather let a laudable emulation in* 
duce you to strive to excel * ach other 
in improvement and discipline ; ever 
remembering that he who faithfully \ 
performs his duty } even in a bubord^l I 
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natc, or private station, is as justly en* 
titled to esteem and respect, as he whq 
is invested with supreme authority. 

Address to the Chapter at large* 

Companions, 

The exercise and v management * of 
the sublime degrees of Masonry in 
your Chapter hitherto, fs so highly ap? 
predated, and the good reputation of 
the Chapter so well established, that I 
must presume that those considerations 
alone, -were there not others of greater 
ynagnitude, would be sufficient to in- 
duce you to preserye and perpetuate 
this valuable and honourable charac- 
ter* But when to these are added the 
pleasures which every philanthropic!; 
heart must feel in doing good, in 
promoting good order, in diffusing 
light and knowledge, iji cultivating 
j^MiisonkJc and christian charity, which 
;pre the great objects of this sublime 
institution, I cannot doubt that your 
* f W-ure conduct, and that of your suc- 
Pjtessours, will be calculated still to in- 
crease the lustre of your justly eg. 
V' teemed reputation. 
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May your Chapter become beduti- 
Jill as the Temple- peaceful as the Ark^ 
and sacred as its most holy place. May 
your oblations of piety and praise be 
grateful as the incense; your love 
Warm as its. jlame, and your charity 
diffusive as its. fragrance. May your 
hearts be pure as the altar, and your 
fconduct acceptable as the offering. 

May the exercises of your charity 
be as constant as the returning wants 
pf the distressed widow, and the help- 
less orphan. May the approbation, 
of heaven be your encouragement, 
and the testimony of a good conscience 
your support ; may you be endowed 
with every good and perfect gift, 
whilst travelling the thorny path of life, 
and finally admitted within the veil of 
heaven to the full enjoyment of life 
eternal. 

So mote it be. 

31. The officers and members of 
the Chapter will then pass in review* 
in front of the Grand Officers, and pay : - 
them the customary salutations as they 
pass. 



32. The Grand Marshal will then 
make proclamation as follows, viz. 
In the name of the most excellent 
Grand High Priest, I do proclaim this 

Chapter by the name of 

to be regularly constituted and its of- 
ficers duly installed. 

33. The officers of the Chapter wiB 
then take their stations upon the left of 
the Grand Officers respectively, and 
the members will be seated until the 
Grand Officers retire. 

34. The ceremonies conclude with 
an ode or appropriate piece of musick. 

35. When the Grand Officers re- 
tire, the Chapter will form an avenue 
for them to pass through, arid salute 
them with the Grand Honours. They 
will be attended as far as the door of 
their appartment by the committee who 
introduced them, 

36. The two bodies then separately 
se their respective Chapters. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

HOW MASONS OUGHT TO BEHAVE 
TOWARDS EACH OTHER, THfelR 
RELATIVES, AND TOWARDS ALL 
MANKIND. 

Every Brother ought Jx> belong tp 
some regular lodge, and should always 
appear therein properly clothed ; truly 
subjecting himself to all its By Laws 
and the general regulations. He must 
attend all meetings, when duly sum- 
moned, unless he can offer to the Mas* 
ter and Wardens such plea of necessi- 
ty for his absence as the said laws and 
regulations may admit. 

No Brother should be a member of 
more than one lodge at the same time* 

All should work faithfully and hon- 
estly. All the working hours appoint- ( f { 
ed by law, or confirmed by custom**' 
are to be stricdy observed. 

The Master and Masons must faitft. 
ftilly finish their work. 

Z 
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None should envy a Brother's pros- 
perity, or put him out of his work, if 
capable of finishing itr 

All should receive their wages with- 
out murmuring, and avoid all unbe- 
coming modes of expression. They 
$hould call each other Brother in the 
lodge. 

While the lodge is open for work. 
Masons must hold no private conver- 
sation or committees, without leave 
from the Master; nor talk of any thing 
foreign or impertinent ; nor interrupt 
the Master or Wardens, or any Broth- 
er addressing himself to the Chair ; 
nor behave inattentively, while the 
lodge is engaged in what is serious 
and solemn ; but every Brother must 
pay due reverence to the Master, the 
Wardens, and all his Fellows. 

No private offences, or disputes 
about nations, families, religions, or 
politicks, must be brought within the 
doors of the lodge. 

Free and accepted Masons have ever 
been charged to avoid all slander of 
true and faithful brethren, with all 
Hiaiice und unjust resentment, or talk- 
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ing disrespectfully of a Brother's per- 
formance. Nor must they suffer any 
to spread unjust reproaches or calum- 
nies against a brother, behind his back, 
nor to injure him in his fortune, occu> 
pation, or character ; but they shall de- 
fend such a brother, and give him no- 
tice of any danger or injury wherewith 
he may be threatened, to enable hint 
to escape the same, as far as is consist* 
cnU with honour, prudence, and the 
safety of religion, morality, and the 
state, but no further, . 

They are cautiously to examine a 
stranger or foreign brother, as pru- 
dence and the rule of the Craft direct* 
that they may not be imposed vpon by 
2 pretender ; and if they find him to 
be such, they are to reject him, but 
with proper caution. But such as are 
found to be true and faithful, they are 
to respect as brothers, relieving them, 
if in want, to the utmost of their pow- \ 
jer, or directing them how to find re- • ; ; 
lief; and employing, if they can, cfr • ;« *. 
else recommending them to employ- % 1 
roent, \v\i 
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Masons are to avoid all law suits, 
Until they have laboured, to the ut* 
most of their ability, agreeably to the 
Book of Con&itutums* to obtain what 
Is justly their due. In all differences 
of a Masonick nature, law suits are to 
be entirely avoided, and the good ad- 
vice, of prudent brethren is to be foh 
■ lowed, as they are the best referees of 
Such differences, . 

Masons ought to be moral men. 
Consequently they should be good 
husbands, good parents, good sons, 
amd good neighbours * avoiding all ex- 
cesses injurious to themselves, or fami- 
lies, and to be wise in all things. 

Our institution inspires its mem- 
bers with exalted ideas of God, and 
Jeads to the exercise of pure and sub- 
lime piety. A reverence for the Su* 
preme Being, the Grand Architect of 
nature, is the elemental life, the pri- 
mordial source of all its principles, the 
very spring and fountain pf all its vir- 
tues, 

It interests us, also, in the duties and 
engagements of humanity : produces 
an affectionate concern for thq welfare 
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of all around us ; and raising us su* 
periour to every selfish view, or party 
prejudice, fills the heart with an un- 
limited good will to man. 

All it? plans are pacifick. It co- 
operates with the pure religion of Je- 
sus, in regulating the tempers, restrain-, 
ing the . passions, sweetening the dis- 
positions, and harmonizing the discor- 
dant interests of men. 

It seeks to intwine the cardinal vir«- 
tues and the christian graces in the 
web of the affections and the drapery 
of the conduct. It wears the onuw 
ment qf a meek and quiet spirit. In 
one hand, it holds out the ohve branch 
of peace j and in the other, the liberal 
donation of charity. In all ages and \n 
all countries the true and accepted have 
been found to conduct as peaceable 
citizens, and acknowledged to be the 
firm and decided supporters of good 
order, government, and religion. 

Little should we deserve the name 
of the sons of peace y if we violated our 
allegiance as subjects ; much less 
should we merit the protection of the 
legislature, if we gave the slightest en- 
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couragement to machinations against 
the national tranquility, or the poison- 
ous breath of seditious calumny. u To 
depart from evil and do dood ;" uni- 
formly to follow after " the things that 
inake for peace, and things whereby 
we may edify one another and to 
promote, as far as we can, the general 
welfare of the cotnntunity to which we 
belong, and of piankind at large ; is at 
fence our characterestick prpfession, 
our duty, our interest, and our praise. 
Every brother should remember that 
piety towards God the glorious Mas- 
ter Builder of the universe, and love 
' to mankind, are the two grand im- 
inoveabie pillars which support the fa- 
brick of Masonry. May all our hearts 
ever glow with the warmest emotions 
of piety and the noblest sentiments of 
benevolence* 
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CHAPTER XXI, 

THE CEREMONY OBSERVED AT FU- 
NERALS, ACCORDING TO AN- 
CIENT CUSTOM ; WITH THE SER-. 
VICE USED ON THE OCCASION, > 

No Mason can be interred with the 
formalities of the order, unless it be by 
his own special request, communica- 
ted to the Master of the lodge of which 
he died a member, foreigners and so- 
journers excepted ; nor unless he has 
been advanced to the third degree of 
Masonry ; and from this restriction 
there can be no' exception. Fellow 
Crafts, or Apprentices, are not enti- 
tled to funeral obsequies, nor to attend 
the Masonick procession on such oc- 
casions. 

The Master of a lodge, having re- 
ceived notice of a Master Mason's 
death, and of his request to be inter- 
red with the ceremonies of the order, 
fixes the day and hour for the funeral, 
and issues his command to summon 
the lodge. He may invite a$ majjy 
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lodges as he thinks propet, and the \ 
members of those lodges may accom- 
pany their officers in form ; but die 
whole ceremony must be under the di- 
rection of the Master of the lodge to 
which the deceased belonged, and he 
and his officers must be duly honour- 
ed, and cheerfully obeyed, on the oc- 
casion,* But in case the deceased 
was not a member of either of the at- 
tending lodges, the procession and cer- 
emony must be under the direction of 
the Master of the oldest lodge. 

All the brethren who walk in pro- 
cession, should observe as much as 
possible, an uniformity in their dress. 
Decent mourning with white stockings, 
gloves, and aprons, is most suitable r 

The Funeral Service. 

The brethren being assembled at 
the lodge room (or some other convene 
lent place) the presiding Master opens 
the lodge, in the third degree, with the 
usual forms; and having stated the 

• Except when the Grand or Deputy Grand 
Master ifc present and exercises his authority. 
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purpose of the meeting the service be- 
gins. 

Master. " What man is he that 
liveth and shall not see death? shall 
he deliver his squl from the hand of 
the grave ?" 

Response " Man walketh in a vain 
shadow ; he heapeth up riches and 
cannot tell who shall gather them.** 

Master. " When he dieth he shall 
carry nothing away ; his glory shall not 
descend after him," 

Response. " Naked he came into 
the world, and naked he must return." 

Master. " The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
name of the Lord," 

The Grand Honours are then giv- 
en, and certain forms used which can* 
jiot be here explained. 

The Master then taking the Sacral 
JRqII in his hand, says, 

" Let us die the death of the right- 
eous, and let pur last end be like his !" 

flip brethren answer, 
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gi God is our God for ever and ever; 
he will be our guide even unto death." 

The Master then records the name 
and age of the deceased upon the roll, 
and says, 

Almighty Father ! into thy hands 
we commend the soul of our loving 
brother. 

The brethren answer three times 
(giving the Grand Honours each time,) 

The will of God & accomplished } 
so be it. 

The Master then deposits the roll j 
in the archives, and repeats the foh 
lowing prayer : [ 

Most glorious God! author of all 
good, and giver of all mercy ! pour 
down thy blessings upon us, and 
strengthen our solemn engagements 
with the ties of sincere affection J May 
the present instance of mortality re. 
[■ mind us of our approaching fate, and 
draw our attention toward tbee, the 
only refuge Jn time of need ! that when 
the awful moment shall arrive, that we i 
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are about to quit this transitory scene, 
the enlivening prospect of thy mercy 
may dispel the gloom of death ; and 
after our departure, hence in peace and 
in thy favour, we miy be received in- 
to thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, 
in union with the souls of our depart- 
ed friends, the just reward of a pious 
and virtuous life. . Amen. , 

A procession is then formed, which 
moves to the house of the deceased, 
and from thence to the place of inter- 
ment The different lodges rank ac- 
cording to seniority, excepting that 
the lodge of which the deceased was 
a member, walks nearest the corpse. 
Each lodge forms one division and the 
following order is observed : 

Order of procession at a Funeral* 

Tyler with a Drawn Sword ; 
Stewards, with White Rods.; 
Musicians, (if they are Masons, other- 
wise they follow the Tyler ; 

Master Masons ; 
Senior and Junior Deacons ; 
Secretary and Treasurer ; 
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Senior and Junior Wardens ; 
Past Masters ; 
The Holy V ritings, on a Cushion coy- 
ered with Black Cloth, carried 
by the CMdest Member 
of the Lodge ; 
The Master ; 
Clergy; 

Body, 
placed thereon, 

IS 

Swords crossed ; 
Pall Bearers. 

The brethren are not to desert their 
ranks, or change places, but keep in 
their different departments. When 
the procession arrives at the church 
yard, the members of the lodge form 
a d*cle round the grave, and the cler- 
gyman and officers of the acting lodge 
taking their station at the head of the 
grave, and the mourners at the foot, 
the service is resurried, and the fol* 
Towing exhortation given c 
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Here we view a striking instance of 
the uncertainty of life, and the vanity 
of all human pursuits. The last of- 
fices paid to the dead, are only useful 
as lectures to the livings from them 
we are to derive instruction, and con- 
sider every solemnity of this kind as 
a summotis to prepare for our ap- 
proaching dissolution. 

Notwithstanding the various me- 
mentos of mortality with which we 
daily meet, notwithstanding death has 
established his empire over all the 
works of nature, yet, through some 
unaccountable infatuation, we forget 
that we are bbrh to die* We go on 
from one design to another, add hope 
to hope, and lay out plans for the em- 
ploynjfiif of many years, till we are, 
suddenly alarmed with the approach of 
death, when we least expect him, and 
at* an hour which we probably con- 
clude to be the meridian of ouj ex- 
istence. 

What are all the externals of ma- 
jesty, the pride of wealth, or charms 
of. beauty, when nature has paid her 
just debt ? Fix £our eyes on the last 
A a 
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scene, and view life stript of her orna- 
ments, and exposed in her natural 
meanness; you will then be convinced 
of the futility of those empty delu- 
sions. In the grave, all felacies are 
detected, all ranks are leveled, and all 
distinctions are done away. 

While we drop the sympathetick 
tear over the grave of our deceased 
friend, let charity incline us to throw 
a veil over his foibles, whatever they 
may have been, and not withhold from . 
his memory the praise, that his virtues 
may have claimed. Suffer the apo- 
logies of human nature to plead in his 
behalf. Perfection on earth has never 
been attained ; the wisest as well as 
the best of men, have erred. 

Let the present example excite our 
most serious thoughts, and strengthen 
our resolutions of amendment. As 
life is uncertain, and all earthly pur- 
suits are vain, let us no longer post- 
pone the important concern of prepar- 
ing for eternity ; but embrace the hap- 
py moment while time and opportuni- 
ty offer, to provide against the great 
change, when all the pleasures of this 
world shall cease to delight, aqd the 
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reflections of a virtuous life yield the 
only comfort and consolation. Thus 
our expectations will not be frustrated, 
rior we hurried unprepared into the 
presence of an allwise and powerful 
Judge, to whom the secrets of all hearts 
are. known. 

Let us, while in this state of exist- 
ence, support with propriety the char- 
.acter of our profession, advert to the 
nature of our solemn ties, and pursue 
with assiduity the sacred tenets of our 
order : then with becoming reverence* 
let us supplicate the divine grace to 
ensure the favour of that eternal Be- 
ing, whose goodness and power know 
no bound ; that when the awful mo- 
ment arrives, be it soon or late, we 
«iay be enabled to prosecute our jour- 
jiey, without dread or apprehension, to 
that far distant country whepce ih* 
traveller returns. 

The following invocations are then 
made by the Master ; 

Master. May we be true and faith- 
ful ; and may we live and die in love ! 

Answer So mote it be. 
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Master. May we profess w£at is * 
good, and always act agreeably to eur 
profession! 

Answer. So mote it be. 

Master. May the Lord bless us, 
and prosper us ; and may all our good 
intentions be cro\yned with success ! 

Answgr. So mote it be. 

Master. Glory be to God on high I i 
on earth peace ! good will towards 
men ! 

Answer. So mote it be, now, from 
henceforth, and for evermore. 

The brethren then move in proces- 
sion round the place of interment, and 
severally drop a sprig of evergreen in- 
to the grave accompanied with the 
usual honours. I 

The Master then concludes the cer- 
emony at the grave in the following 
words : 

From time immemorial it has been 
a custom among the fraternity pf free 
and accepted Masons, at the request of 
a brother, to accompany his corpse to. , 
the place of interment, and there to <Je? 
posit his remains with the usual fo*v 
nudities. 
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In conformity to this usage, and at 
the special request of our deceased 
brother, whose memory we revere, and 
whose loss we now deplore, we have 
assembled in the character of Masons, 
to. resign his body to the earth whence 
it came, and to offer up to his memory 
before the world, the last tribute of our 
affection; theripby demonstrating the 
sincerity of our past esteem, and our 
steady attachment to the principles of 
the order. 

The gre&t Creator having been 
pleasedt out of his mercy, to remove 
our. brother from the cares and troub- 
les of a transitory existence, to a state 
of eternal duration, and thereby to 
weaken the chain by which we are uni- 
ted, man to man ; njay'we, who sur- 
vive him, anticipate our approaching 
fate, and be more strongly cemented 
in the ties of union and friendship ; 
that /luring the short space allotted to 
our present existence, we may wisely 
and usefully employ our time ; and, 
in the reciprocal intercourse of kind 
and* friendly acts, mutually promote 
the welfare and happiness of each oth- 
er, A a 2 
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Unto the grave we resign the body i 
of our deceased friend, there to re- 
main until the general resurrection ; in 
favourable expectation that his immor- 
tal soul may then partake of joys which 
have been prepared for the righteous 
from the beginning pf the world. And 
may AUnighty God, of his infinite 
goodness, at the grand tribunal of un- i 
biassed justice, extend his mercy to- 
wards him and all of us, and crown 
our hope with everlasting bliss in the . 
expanded realms of a boundless eterni- 
ty ! This we beg, for the honour of 
his name ; to whom be glory, now I 
and for ever^ Amen x 

Thus the service ends, anci the pro- 
cession returns in form to the place \ 
whence it set put, where the necessary 
duties are complied with, and the bu- 
siness of Masonry is renewed. The 
insignia and ornaments of the deceas- 
ed, if an officer of a lodge, are return- 
ed to the Master, with the usual cere- 
monies, after which the charges for > 
regulating the conduct of the brethren 
are rehearsed, and the lodge is closed 
in the third degree 4 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

SOJVGS. 

During the closing ceremony of the 
Fourth Degree* 

MARK MASTERS, all appear 
Before the Chief Overseer ; 

In concert move ; 
Let him yoqr work inspect, 
For the Chief Architect^ 
If there is no defect, 

He will approve. 

Those who have pass'd the Square, 
For your rewards prepare, 

Join heart and hand ; 
Each with his mark in view, 
March .with the just and true ; 
# "Wages to you are due, 

At your command. 

Hiram, the widow's sohg 
Sent unto Solomon 

Our great key-stone ; 
On it appears the name 
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Which raises high the fame 
Of all to whom the same 
Is truly known. 

Now to the westward move, 
Where, full of strength and love, ' 

Hiram doth stajid ; 
But if impostors are 
Mix'd with the worthy there. 
Caution them to beware 

Of the right hand. 

Now to the praise of those 
Who triumph'd o'er the foes 

Of Mason's art ; 
• To the praise worthy three, 
Who founded this degree ; 
May all their virtues be 

Peep in our hearts.' 



At the -constituting a Lodge, 

HAIL Masonry divine ! 
Glory of ages shine ; 

Long may'st thou reign ; 
Whene'er thy lodges stand, 
May they have great command, 
And always grace the land, 

Thou art divine J s 
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Great fabricks still arise, 
And grace the azure skiA j 
Great are thy schemes ; 
Thy noble orders are 
Matchless beyond compare ; 
No art with thee can share^ 
- Thou art divine, 

Hiram, the architect, 
Did all the craft direct 

How they should build ; 
Sol'mon gre&t IsiM's king, 
Pid mighty blessings brings 
And left us room to sing, 

Hail, royal Art ! 



At receiving and acknowledging 
Most Excellent Master. 

ALL bail to the morning t^0f^' 

That bids us Tejoice ; 
The temple's completed, 

Exalt high each voice ; 
The fcape stone is finished, } f . 

Our labour is o'er ; 
The sound of the gavel 

Shall hail us no morq. 
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To the Power Almighty, who ever has guided 
The tribes of old Israel, exalting their fame, 
To him who hath govern'd our hearts undi- 
vided, 

Let's send forth our voices, to praise his 
great name. 

Companions, assemble 

On this joyful day* 
(The occasion is glorious) 

The key stone to lay ; 
Fulfilled is the promise, 

By the Ancient of Days, 
. To bring forth the cape-stone, 

With shouting and praise* 

Ceremonies. 

There's no more occasion for level an<J 
plumb-line, 
Eor trowel or gavel, for compass or 
square ; 

Our works are completed, the ark safely 
seated, 

And we shall be greeted as workmen 
most rare., 

Now those that are worthy, 
Our toils who have sbar'd, 

And prov'd themselves faithful, 
Shall meet their reward. 
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Their virtue and knowledge, 

Industry and skill, 
Have our approbation, 

Have gain'd our good will. 

We accept and receive them Most Excel* 
lent Masters, 
Invested with honours, and power to pre- 
side ; 

Amongst worthy Craftsmen, wherever as- 
sembled, 

The knowledge of Masons to spread fa* 
and wide. 

Almighty Jehovah, 

Descend now and fill 
This lodge with thy glory, 

Our hearts with good will ? 
Preside at our meetings, 

Assist us to find 
True pleasures in teaching 

Good will to mankind. 

Thy wisdom inspired the great institution, 
Thy strength shall support it, till nature 
expire ; 

And whin the creation shall fall into ruin, 
Its beauty shall rise through the midst of 
the fire. 
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Past Master's Song. 

WHEN earth's foundation first was laid, 
By the Almighty Artist's hand, 

Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws 
were made, 
Established by bis strict command. 

Chorus. 

Hail, mysterious — hail glorious Masonry ! 
That makes us ever great and free. 

In vain mankind for shelter sought, 
< In vain from place to place did roam, 
Until from heaven, from heaven he was 
taught 

To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

Illustrious hence we date Our Art, 

And now in beauteous piles appear, 
Which shall to endless, to endless time im- 
part, 

How worthy and how great we are. 

Nor we less fam'd for every tie, 

By which the human thought is bound; 
Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship 
socially, 

- Join all our hearts and hands around. 

v^~Our actions still by virtue blest, 
And to our precepts ever true, 
The world admiring, admiring shall request 
To learn, and our bright paths pursue/ * 



